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No.l. 

To Ricbasd BxcH]tti Esq., ^ 

Besideat at the Omi^, mcoA : 

^(k Junt 1770. 

Sib, ' 

Whether there may be mom of art than reality in Mahomed Ally Cawn's joim Saunn 
representation I cannot pretend to eay; but 1 confess it has mach the 
appearance. The Sylhot Province, it is true, yields bat a small revenue, and SyttJt!"*’* 
probably can iU>afford any further reductions for charge of collections. Tbe 
additional annual expense that would bo ineurred by sending a supervisor, it 
is to be hoped, will bo absolutely compensated for by the advantages that 
would result to the country and to our Employers ; nor in my opinion could 
tlieso great and laudable ends be attained which are expected from the ne^ 
system, but by a local residence of some gentlemen. 

Confirmably to this opinion and to my intentions of sending an assistant, 
which I mentioned tisi’yon when at the City^. 1 had, before the receipt of 
your last mentioned f ivour, appointed Mr. Sumner to Sjihet ; but, as you seem 
to bo of opinion that Mahomed Aliyas representation is not ill-founded, 1 have 
countermanded Mr. Sumner’s going until I know your pleasure, and, in tbo 
meantime, I have thought it not improper to send a person in the capacity of 
a Vakil to reside there. 1 hope soon to be favoured with your answer, and 
am with esteem. 

Sir, etc., 

TfiOB. Keisau. ' 


No. 2. 

To Thojiab EKLaALi) Esq., 

Snpeivisor of the Dac«a District etc. MoiDAma :* 

liti June 1770. 

8i», a 

By your letter of tbe 9th of Tune, I find that, in consequence of an John Snmner 
opinion which 1 had communicated to you, you have countermanded an order 
you had given Mr. Sumner to proceed to Sylhet. As it never was my wish * ' 
that this opinion should bias your determination, further than after enquiry 
it might be consonant srith your own, I request you will, on this occasion, 
pursue the measures wmoh may appear to yourself best oalcnlated to promote 
the common object of our wishes and the interest of our Employers. 1 am 
with much esteem. 

Biohabb Bzqho,’ \ 

Atstdent.' 

k «* The City, ” s.e., Monhidabad. 

* Probably Sladapu, about thieo ailei to the east of Goaflimhaitts eida F. CL Malumdab 
Mutnud of MurshtdabadtjMgo 234 

* For BeeW's carets in Bengal, see Hneter Tha$leeray$ in India, pmi 100-106, 166 and 
Busteed. EcKoa from old Calcutta, page 40. T. Eeliall was one of the lUaae 

op by Iioid CUvoin 1765 tp enpereede toe Bengal Semnti. ncTiTu j 
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Ch»rgdfl 

catomn^ 

phrats. 


ReTennea 

SyUiot. 


Ko.&. 

To Thohas Eblsaii, Esq., 

Snpervieor o£ Dacca. Moobsbidabad : 

Zrd January 1771. 

. Sib, 

Aeiha Company have tbonglit proper to forbid all fureber charge on 
thoir account for catching elephants, we cannot authorise their bdng put to 
any expense on this head at Sylbet, and we hare not omitted to send orders 
to the Sujwrvisor of Tippera Bat as it api>ear8, the rcvcnno may bo affect* 
ed by entirely ^scontinuing to catch those animals, and also that they 
multiplying may overrun and lay waste the province of Sylbet, wc desire 
you will permit us with an account.of the expense inenrred upon the term of 
catching them until their delivery, and we shall endeavour to settle it to bo 
defrayed by tho Nizamut. With respect to those which have of late years 
infested the parganah of Bawall, wo can only for the same reasons acquiesce 
in your authorizing the zemindars to destroy them at their own charge. 

Wc are, etc.> 

Jauis LawbbUi 

John Gbauam.* 


No. 4. 

To Thomas EBtsAti, Esq.| 

Chief and Supervisor of Daoca. STZ,nxT ; 

22itd January 1771. 

Sib, 

In consequenco of your orders received at Dacca the 21st December 177(H 
1 hastened hither without delay, and, arriving the 11th instant, I caused, on 
the 13th, the paper mentioned in your parjigraph to b'^ publicly read in open 
outcherry, taking care that the purport of it should be explained to all degrees 
of people : To whicji end I likewise recommended to the Dewan to render it 
generally known throughout tho country, as you had ordered him in a letter 
1 found some months ago. The advertisement therefore is copying out to be 
transmitted to each district within the Chukla of Sylhet. 
of When I can obtain a deal* idea of the Collections at this place— I shall 

proceed as expeditiously as 1 can to render the information yon require of a 
general statd of province. The Bundibust and Seb endec account^ for the 

Sylbet, year 1179 or Bengal year 1176*76 Ihavereqmrcd from theDewan, and 
have received some particulars of them : but I find it necessary to refer to five 
different cutcheries for the Bundibust of some pnrgunna, as there is so 
many cutcheries established here for the collections of this small province. 

I* have presented your letter mentioned in your 6th paragraph to the 
Naib Phousdat : he referring it to the Dewan, who has the eWgo of tho 
collections in the Phousdar’s absence. He tells me that there is a balance 

* Walter Wilkins ms appointed Saperrieoi of Tippoeah in 1760. 

* Sobnndeo (Sibaadi). ltteh'nlBttzoopf,«ohaqpMin tbo xevsane acoonnts lot Iw snlnte* 
aiBOO of such tropi. 

* John QrahaBa MO Bengal Port Preiffnt, Vol, lY. p. 489. 
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Decessarily aristngf at the end of every yearj which he^ has always yearly ex- 
plained to the Nabob, and he afisurcs me that a part arises from an exagerated 
statement made by a former Fhousdar to the Nabob with a view to emulate 
arrival in his Master^s favor» that however the amount never was collected 
in one year^ but that credit has always been given in part to the Province 
on these representations ; that ho had as usual this year made the same plea, 
and hoped now to obtain the came deduction. 

lie gives in an account of 65,929 cowns of cowries which is the amount 
of deductions anmuJly demanded these seven years : and offers a "Muchulca ^ 
binding him to refund any part of this that had been collected at the close of 
the year. I have not thought of taking his Muchulca. He acquaints me how- 
ever that seven or eight thousand cowns of cowries have been since collected 
on that account, and he expects no more. 

I shall lose no time in examining minutely into this deficiency, as you 
enjoin ; and expect soon to complete the account of the whole Bundibust of 
last year. 

The Pooniah^ was held here in October last ; that is the ceremony of it 
was carried through : but the Dewan’s sickness had not enabled him to settle 
the rents throughout the Chuckla. He is busy in completing the Bundibust, 
and I have recommended to him points of general encouragement to all ranks 
of people engaged either in the rents or collections, to stimulate the Zemin- 
dar in his cultivation with assurances he shall reap his lawful advantage, to 
clear in its source any obstructed channel of the revenue, and to instigate every 
Collector to be mindful of his duty both to Government and to the landholders 
In short to use all caution against any future pretence to unlawful exaction, 
and every chock to embezzlements of the established revenue. What remains 
to be done, 1 shall attend to tho fair ecttlemcnt of, and in it shall hope to fulfil 
the salutary purpose of your instructions to me. 

The management of the rice crop is ever tho first object of every one crop, 
who has an interest in a province : for on it depends primarily a great moi- 
ety of every country's revenue and seeondarily of every rupee the Zemindar 
gives. It is that by which most of the raiyats pay their rent ; and on it the 
entire food of every native more immediately depends than ifi any country in 
the world. Tho ncad of a country is obliged to watch over this, then, as his 
single hope, in policy as well as in humanity : and as the head of this country 
the Dewanand Naib Phousdar presented their apprehensions to you, Sir, they 
acquaint me. The August crop they represent *waB suddenly overwhelmed 
by an extraordinary rise of waters last season, in which part of the December 
crop was lost. The cffeci^ of this failure appears by rice being four times 
as dear as it was two years ago— and this at the first of the season. 

This affect of facts undoubted appears at present to me to be but too 
natural a one. The Dewan, moreover, apprehended some such public order 
for purchases as was found necessary last year, when this county abounded 
in nee, while the other lands in Bengal unhappily failed. ^ He remonstrated 
even in an abundant season against exportation, and he says you listened to 
his eomplaint in part. There always subsists indeed one palpable objection 

* Mnctnlca, or IiCachalk». A written penalty bond. 

* Pooninh (Funya). Annual mooting of direct payers of land zoronue to Bottle the amount of 
the BBBostmont. 

. * A OMUBl alluiioD to tbB tenible fomiae of 1769-70. 
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to iDYestmentfl of this necessary of life beings made here for exportation. ? 
and it has often weighed with Goyernment to send their Ferwannahs in 
support of the PhoaEdars here against exporters. The reason ia this the 
country is almost half surrounded by billyh countries inhabited by a hostile 
people ; and there is only one river communientes with the rest of Bengal— 
which is at Aomiry Gunge *, so that imports of rice are not to bo hoped for in 
this distant and separated corner of the kingdom ; in consequence the raiyats 
would desert their habitation on an appearance of scarcity. Most •£ these 
arguments tlio Dewan presses in an urgent manner. I shall, in compliar^cc 
with your orders, observe caution in pulting any fetters on tlie tralc of this 
Country- — ^unices it be evidently necessary to prevent a greater evil. 

Hill liajaa. It may be proper to inform you that the Rajahs who possess the hills 

bordering ibis province are at present in hostility with each other. Within 
a very short distance from the town of Fonda wa*’, whore the Inule of our 
merchants and theirs is carried on, therej have been two battles between two 
coui ending itajahs, and within a day^s journey of Sylhet, almost between it anj 
Fnidawa, another Rajah has lately commenced hostilities against the llajao 
of the country about Poiidawa. 

I am endeavouring to complete your design relative to the cutcherics 
of justice ; and the establishment of them on such a footing us you recommend, 
I shall make the most serious object of my attention, and will lay a plan before 
you, when I am fully acquainted with the purposes of there being so many to 
cxccuti! justice here. A list of seven is delivered in to me. 1 am enforcing 
Tour plan as well as it can be adopted to such a variety of Courts, and shall 
be very happy to carry on tho truo spirit of it in aa uninterrupted course 
of justice. 


lam, ets.^ 

John Suhneb. 


No. 5. 

t 

To Thohas Kelsazl, Esq., 

Chief and Supervisor of Dacca and Sylhet. Sylhet : 

^ 18M February 1771. 


Sir, 

.Tohn sntnner, I Was pursuing the plan of your instructions received the 22nd December 
of last, and about to give you tho information relative to the state of this Chuck- 
' la, that I acquainted, you on the 22nd January, I was seeking from the papers 
of the Sylhet cutcherrios — when on the 7th instant I was honoured with 
your lurther directions, dated the 2nd February, to take upon me tho wholo 
charge of the revenues as Collector under you. Sir I , 


‘ Billy, from Bon,?ali Bhil (Anfflo-Indian Bheol). Tho haorr, which from Juno to Sepiemhor 
form wide lakea, mro a diatinctiyo h^aturo in Sylhet econery. For a list of tho haorf OX marshuB. 
•00 B. C. Allen, Sylhet (AnHam District Dazottecro). Appendix A to Chapter 1. 

* Ajmiriga&j oa the burma. 

* Fandoah. 
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Conformahle to tliesB orders, on the lOtli instnnt, I came into tho Kcllah, Sylhet 
and doU VO red to the Naib Phous.lar Iho Nad) Dnv.aii’s I’lirwiinu'h of recall. ^****“'y' 
It was real before tlie (-ongoo^ andotlier ofll'ers, as well as thu^e on llio part 
. of the Kiiii^ as those i in])lo>i(l in the rev iiue. Your authority was imme- 
diately acknowlodrcd liy those and all others profC it, and without hcsUatiori 
they submitted to the lull coiitrollinL^ powers invested in you. The dh*easury 
and stores tin* arms an 1 ammirution were a* C'^rdinj^ly deliverc:! over to nui 
in your name, Sir. ^Jlie Treasury heiii" chiclly in eowrics is Kept in several 
par!s of Iho 'rowii. there h ini^ hut 01:0 hritde huildin*^, whit.li is insullicient 
to liold it in t’ae Kclhih, th) hulk is so immense, and it may h(i so soon des- 
troyed by tli'e that wherever a l)ri' k house is to he liirod they secure it, Imt a 
great deal is now in straw houses and siihjeet to injury. 

ll(dative to the orders you honored me wilh about the elephrinti I find Elephant 
myself at a losi in what manner to act sr'ce I received yonr^^j. ^Iho 
Ue wall had orders and lial trail unilte l th(*m to tlie Z(miiiulars who catch 
these a.nima^s to chs'st. Iiitelligeuco too is arrived Hint tlic' pei]dc are 
returned from tlie hills wliere iliey are eaivrht. Only twenty that liad been en- 
trapped in the Department of 15amav-il, iv'c., rurguiuiahs are this yiar becured 
to 1h(* Government, nor is it possible witliout a \ery gn‘at additional expense, 
and tlio hazird at l.ist of tlioir being t'<o lat? to sue<*e< J, tliat tlie Zemindars 
can go out again on the pursuit. As IIktc arc twenty caiighl, and, as this is 
near half the number annually l.rouglit In, 1 l.oj e f ni ^y l).i ju-tided with 
yoUjS.r! in not ordering out tlie Zeiiiimlars again until I can receive your 
further direetions, as meeos.s is very })i (’carious so late in the .reason, as the 
people would rot he ready, and t' e price of th(*m wcnld turn out gveaier than 
usual. Tl’.e expo so incurred at tin* beginning oE the sca.son may, by 
their having di sidled so early, he iio^sihly mad* up in flu* same lahonr being 
appli(‘d to e\dii\aiion that was to le u ed in luiniing eK’]d'ants : nor 
will there be ai^y hindrama* to lli<*ir going out a future year, it’ tlie Hoard 
of Kevoiinc should approve < f their being c.uiglit ly th * Zemindars of this 
country who, most 01 tliem, go so far Tippera f or these animals. Icr they 
mo-t ahouiul ill the hilly (rnintrii’S to the soulh-tasiward of Sylhet, and 
all the Zemindars hut lliose of HooiidassiD go a.s far as th^* Tippera cuuiiUy 
in the pur.- uit. 

The Zemindars of two or three Pergunnrdis join in sending seven or eight 
hundred iin n to llic hilly and w»)ody eountriis, and tlicy tnvel five or six 
and sometimes twelve days before tluy mod VI. li th(*ir haunts ; then, 
surrounding them they, by kce]»ing the aniniils in p( r])(*tiial apprehensions 
for some days together by ^noises and fire.s, are eeahled to d'g dit(dies and 
throw u|> tlie earth around to confine them, aud by miaiis of tame elephants 
they are afterwards secured and hmiiglit in. 

This praetice is ])ursued by the Zemindars, I say, who liave for these fifty 
years paid ill! m ns Hoy al llevenne, hut they have often eompl. lined oE its 
taking their Jhuyals from cultivation, and made it an excuse t'oi' their other 
revenue falling bhort, though, on the other hand, thev now begin to murmur on 
my demanding from thorri a liundalnisl for moiK'V t) the full amount they are 
annually credited imoount cle| bants, and, if they do not catch them, tho 
money is seldom collected wliich is generally a considerable loss to Govern- 


* Congoo Canungo [Kanun*go]. 

* Boondasail. i^uonduBjo on tho Cochar froniiort 
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mcnt, and last year appears <o be cowns of cowries 24-59 1, 12, 2, 1, though 
a^ain there is a small branch of revenue from Sehimmios* of the stated allow- 
ance's to the Zemindars and Daroghas of the Kaidah Mold 2, as the business 
of elephant catching is called. Another method u.cd is to entrap them 
singly, and this is done by moans ot throe tamo elephants with keepers 
attending in two departments only. (The Sircar Alle & Dowlat Modar 
cntcherry.) This mode is practised, and it was originiilly established by 
Aliverde Cawn to supply the Nabob himself, as the largest or finest beasts 
only range singly, and it a])pears the most eligible one to be kept up ; because 
whenever the Province is molested wi(h these animals it is not in numbers. 
The tame elephants are placed at five d Ifeivnt f-tations on the Eastern 
border from Taruff to Bnngih^ and they aie carried out whenever a wild one 
approaches. It is indeed reckon .'d the most dangerous, but then it is the only 
mode that sc:?ms of to th.' country ;for the catching of cjei)hants the other 
way, as they go to a distance for them, seems only to have bc^n with a view 
to the advantage derived from those animals as beasts of burden and of 
magnificenco in war : As most of the Sylhet Zi inindars go as far as the 
Tippera districts for them, and it should seem, I humbly presume, that the 
Government could be more chiefly supplied from thence immedi?,tely. As 
too, by all the sorts of information I can gain, it n))piarcj that the country 
may bo kept free of (hose animals by the prohibition remaining on the 
Kaidah Mohl, while the Sikary, or pursuit of single elephants, is practised, 
at the different stations on the borders, and by the numbers kept li re which 
is now fiv'e and tiventy tame edephants, they cun at any time resume the 
practice of catching numbers at a time, since jilmcsfc the whole art lays in 
the management of the tamo elephants ; and were there none caught, it 
seems not to be apprehended by any people conct riicd either in tlie permanency 
of the revenu:*, or seciirily of the count ry. That the inhabitants could 
be long molested since they can always fridghtcn them away by the very 
simple methods every whejc known, of making* noises or lighting fli-Ci which 
•very Baiyat is acquainted with, r.s the animals are certainly territied to an 
astonishing degree at any snob alarms and as they seldom lenve their woods in 
numbers, or if they do it is conceived a dmvc is more easily i glitcncd away 
than one or two, the latter generally being the largest, d'hc proliibition 
appeared to me to be of so little apprehension to the country that I 
tbouglit you would clioose to know all the facts I could obtain of this business 
upon the fullest enquiry. 

I am preparing the account you require in your letter of the 2nd instant 
of every exiieusc uttending the catching of elephants, and shall do myself 
the pleasure soon to forward to you from the Cutcl|prry books a full state- 
ment of this branoli of revenue. 


I am, etc., 

John Sumnes. 


^ Solammiefl. Salarn-poaco or safoty. A salatation on meoting or parting* honco Solammi 
a profient to a Hnperior on introdnetion, and bo a gr.itaity given on Bottling for rovonao, or am 
anonal fine loviod on holdord of rent-free toiiiiroa as quit rout. 

Kaidah, Khoda, tho incloBure in which olcpharita are caught. Mohl ■■ Sfaliiil or ostote 
•object to roYCnno. 

1 ^ pn^n?ena ia tho Uobigonj aobdiTiaioa noted fo x its loolauoi* 

• ^oagob. JBhanga- 
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No. 6. 


To Thomas Ket.sali, Esq., 

Chief and Supervisor of Dacca. Syluet : 

25/A February 1771. 

Sib, 

Conformable to these orders of the 1st instant, I came into the Kellah^ and Berail of 
delivered to the Naib Phowsdary the Naibs Dewafis perwannah of recall. It Nuib Dowan. 
was laid before the Cougoo^ and otlier officers as well as those on the part of 
the Kingr* ** as those employed in the revenue. Your aulhority was immediately 
acknowIed«:ed by tho>e and all others present, and without hesitation 
they submitted to the full controlling powers invested in you. The treasury 
and stores, the arms and ammunitions were accordingly delivered over to me in 
your name, Sir. The Treasury being chiefly in cowries is kept in several 
parts of the town, there being but a brick building which is insufficient. 

1 am, etc., 

JoHX Sumneb. 


No. 


To JonH SuMNEB, 

Acting Supervisor of Sylhet. 


The Ilon^blc President and Council having vested the different Supervisors 
with full controlling powers over their respective districts, the continuance 
of the anmals on the part of Government becomes unnecessary and they 
have been recalled accordingly. 

The same change is to take place in your department and you will receive 
herewith the Naib Dcwaii’s perwannah of recall to the Phowzdar, which you 
will deliver and order him to return to tho city after having ol^tained such. 


No. 7. 

To Thomas Kelsall, Esq., 

Chief and Supervisor of Dacca and Sylhet. Sylhet : 

25/A February 1771. 

Sib, 

I had the honour totiddress you tho 22nd January and 18th February. In Sjlhet 
the former letter I acquaintdd you that the balance of 65,929 cowns of SottlemeRt 
cowries was likely to remain a cl:ad balance ; I had then only carried my 
researches towards the particular heads, which was said to have been 
deficient, and most of them are such as mu.rt necessarily fall short, seeing 
the Bundabust was made from tho private papers of a former Fhouzdar, 
and as I mentioned the whole Bundabust was drawn out with a view only to 

* EUa, i.e,, fort. 

* Cannnffo. 

* The Kinff. i.e.. The Moghul Sttpexot. 

* Copy not dotod os 
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g-et tlio post by showing an increase of revenue to Government, The 
whole Bundabiist is almost ready, but I hav? been the longer in preparing 
it from finding the Cuteberry papers differ from their first accounts. 
The deductions required by MoliomeJ Ali, I say, appeared at first 
rcasonnble, but on a closer inspection, I find, though this sum o£ 65,929 
cowns has chiefly failed, there are two branches of Collections made in the 
province, unknown at Muxidabad^, which more than make up the sums that 
fall sliort. 

When the Bundabust was increasoil 10 years ago, an additional sum of 
1,77,01-5, 0, 19, 3 was leived on the Zemindars, under the Head of K if ait * 
Phou/dary, or perquisite of the Pliouzdnrship, of which 2(),2S8, 5 2 Cowns is 
broiiglit to aconnt. The rest 1>,391, 1, 7 Cowns cannot be collected. The 
remaining 47,91^3, 12, I, is chaigcd for the Poonia and otlu*r necessary 
chnrgcs of the Phoi'z lar — l)ui ot this siini so large :i ]-erqiiisitj arises that 
from it, and wliaf 1 irn going to mention, the PJiouzdar Dcwaii has agreed 
to make up the whole balance due for last year. 

The next advance of th * Phouzdar’s is nouiinally (i0,0n0 Cowns levied on 
his ])rivatc aecoiinl from lhi‘ Zjmiiidar^, I iiud tlint this falls somewhat short 
in collection, hut from be >th a scheme suggests to mo wliieh 1 offer upon 
the strictest enquiry into the stat' of the PjrgLinnahs. It is also totally 
consist ent with the plan of collection adopted by the Board. It is known 
that a Zemindar will rather eonsjiit to piy such sums as the«e on a private 
acL-ount tlian have them bvouglit on the Ilustabood or Bent-Boll of his 
country. Now 1 i)resu»ce you would wi-h to aholi'^li all such collec'tiou and 
give him even no prctoncj to eva^dions from his Jlaiyats on this a"‘eouni, at 
any time now tlie £ rmer sum falling short mar as mucli as tlio Nvliole of the 
latt *r, ]’'erha]H fall as niurh a- is colleotcid. I beg L'ave to propose that tlio 
sum levietl on privat* iiecouiit may lie wholly abolished and tliC 1,17,6 1-5, 
6, ] 1), 3 insisted on in full, wiiieh I understand the Zemindar will cheer- 
fully consent to : and it will ha\e tlie « ff(!('t to anil-.ilato the very name, and 
in I ime, r liope, t!ie ilea (»f privati* cdl'ctions on t he poor Baiyats perhaps 
without any los-: to Governmi nl, hut certainly with but a tr • fling one, and 
only sueh as will show the inhabitants, that you arc in carnc'^t in tlie iniblic 
advertisement real 1v tliem ’ imr can I recomnuM’d a more eligible or cheap(*r 
pureha-e of their good-will, or a plan more necessary to llu* good oflliis country 
after the < lowest tcrutiny 1 eau make into tlie prcMUit and former state of it, 
which convinces me tint both gums ear.not be now eolleeted, — and it is not 
in my ]>ower to ]>ring tliem bofh even into the Biindal)!!.^^!, witbout totally 
dii-pinting tlic Raiyats and Zemindars, wlio m*\cr ] aid more, 1 observe, than 
private and ]aiblic demands have of late obliged tliem^ Of this 1,1 C, 

* Miixarl ibiul, i.c.^ Miirriliid:iba(l. 

’ Kif.iyit i-Friwj<l:»ri. rncroupnd a‘<MO'apniOTit on tho frontier Ian ila held by military Rovern- 
ora. Icvif.-d by iitlir^t T-ir their own benefit, but brou^lit to the audit of tlio fioveriiincnt by 

T^'^ftiui Ali Kliiin.” 11. II. WiUoa, 07o« nr^j rj ai/if A'# Trrm». fpL* J. (Grant's Analyi>i» 

of the Fmanct it of Bnojat. (Mndras Reprint of tlio Fifth Report — Voluino I, page :hU.) 

* Fid« l..oii^. f^flertionif from Vni'MiAn-l JlecordA of (htveriimr.iif, pnt^eP fill in 17e»7. Tho 

native revenue eollectora are i»y tho roUo<-tor of (laloutta to report poHHiblo improvomonta 

in Re von le ** without 1 lyin-.? tho ryoirf iiinL'r any h;^^d^hip it boinj? tho (Jomp'iny’rt intention 
that ho nhonld enjoy carto ami eornfort." 'J’ho SupervinorH in W'ero o^prOMsly enjoined to asHuro 
tho caltiv.it<*r “ in tho nio-t foieiblo or eonviii' inj? maLimer,” “that our objoct is not iiicroaso of 
Tonta, or tho Hrouinmulatioii of domandH, bat solely , by li %inf? Hueh aa aro Ir^^al. oxplnining and 
aboliahing Htioh up aro fraud iil out and una-iLhoriKod. not only tu rOdroaa tho pica out griOYttQCei, 
hut to foooro him from uU further iiivaaiona of hiy propcitj." 
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19, 3 only 26,288, 5, 2 comos now into the Bumlabust and none of tlio 
60,000, which ajygrcgated will make this year Biindabust 89,000 Gowns inor(i 
than last, excepting* the Poonca^ charges, etc., which I believe can be reduce I 
to 12,000 Gowns or 15,000 and excepting what of the 65,929 shall appear 
to be an irrccov(*rablo branch of revenue, as they have for many years stated 
that sum to be ; but I have already been able to make a sottlcmcni of a 
small part of that sum. 

1 cannot presume to abolish even so arbitrary a demand as the 60,000 
Gowns demanded from the Kaiyats on a private account ; but. sonsil)le, that 
more cannot be collected as public revenue, I humbly propose this plan to 
collect so much as d3,394„ 1„ 9 in lieu thereof, to annwer many good puri)OScs 
(.{bringing credit to your collcclion and to the new mode of collection with 
such address as many appear advantageous to the Zemindar, as ca:;e9 the 
Raiyatsof a real heavy load, abolishes injurious collection and gives an c'ffect- 
tiial cluK'k to lawless control in the Aiuiiallsim^ Zemindars without abridging 
much tlial particular source of revenue which is turned from a private to a 
public clia juol. 

I am, et(^., 

J onx SUMNEE. 

No. S. 

To WiLLuM Makepeace Tjiagkehay, Esq. 

Dacca : 

29iA November 1773. 

Deau Sin, 

I am favonrLd by your IiUcr of the 20th and preceding it, by another Ettcr, 
Ihc dale of which has passed my m('mory : the subject tlic samo. Yon must 
be simsiblo iiiy inclination loads me in all points to consider your wislu's as 
far as may be <!onsistcnt witli the iti dispensable duties of my public ofTico; 
iboaC I must perform and allow a superior claim to my consideration. A 
referonee in all my coinidaints is my intention, and my iniemtiou r(.‘mains the 
same ; but when it is represented that an obvious inteiost thwarts or (jb^lruets 
a repeated aj>i)lieaiicn for justice in a cau^c of memn and tcum, yo\i are sen- 
sible I cannot deny my interposition or refuse to liear it before me. Tliis is 
llio necessity under whicli I issued the summons ou Tn Irani and Mussood Bux 
atil it is the only necessity iind(*r wliicli I shall ever interfere; and could I 
]»rccliide all apidicatioBS^bat ])rii]g it upon mo, it would give me a doubk 
pleasure, first by avoiding the trouble' occasamed to myself : secondly by 
answering in Iho fullest manner your desire that the whole concern, whether 
piddic or private, relating to the riv^vime of Sylhet, or individuals who reside 
there, submitted to you. 

Cirfuinslaiiccd as I am, it is at present only in my power to protract the 
time of Tulrain^s and Mussood Bux^s Pumnioiis, which I do by u ]JorwaMjali 
intimating the c.m*e and diiecling tiudr attcndaiice within two months from 
tlie 1st oC Poe.-. Ill tin’s pc. iod 1 flatter iiiyscK you will ])c able to adjust 
Tour transactions with Tulram and Mussood Bux, as they mmt at that 


And 

Uttx, 


' vide noio 2 on pago 8. 
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Cntchsrics. 


Incnroion 

thf KluMia. 


timo absolutely attend me, unless the' former settles with his creditors, and 
the latter can compromise with the party who pretends to have been injured 
by him. The Luskarrahs' guilty of the attempt of exacting money shall be 
punished : the usual allowance is to be made to them by the Assamees, and 
the hirkarrahs, as officers of the rutchery, must remain upon them* until 
the officers at Dacca, at the withdrawing the order and people who pro- 
ceedeil with it, would sliow in the light of the orders from the cutcherry 
being trilling and reversible, whereas nothing ought tj bo more fixed and 
determinate to confirm the natives in opinion of steady and uniform admi- 
nistrations. 

You may be perfectly easy with respect to any change further than the 
abolition of all charges. If the cutcherios are necessary, the farmers must 
petition for them, and they will be su 2 )porteJ at their sole charge. 

I am. Sir, etc., 

R. B. 

P.S . — I have written rcpcatsilly for the Bengal accounts, and without 
effect, which forces me to note it in my public letters. Be so kind as to a<'- 
quiosce in that iiarticiilar, and furnish me with the Bengal ^^apers. — R. il. 

J\S . — The comidaint against Muss(K)d Bux being fur talooks, and 
as bis rights may well be pleaded by Vakil, 1 bavo altered his perwanah, 
and directed that he should send a Vakil inim(‘diaiely with all his papers, and 
your examination of the matter mentioned in your letter. — R. B. 


No. 9. 


To William Makepeace TnACKEUAY, Esq. 


Dacca : 


Ffoniar^ 1774. 


Deah Sir, 

I have received from the bearer 321 gurries instead of 322. other maii 
declare ; he has not rcctived from your flrear more than 331. I thank you 
for the supply of this article, and bhall bo further obliged by your increasing 
tbe quantity a little. 

Yours, 


fi. n. 


No. 11. 


To Mu. William Makepeace Thackeray, 


Sylhet. 


Dacca ; 


February^ 

Sin, 

At your repeated and particular instance for an officer to lead the detach- 
ment of troops stationed at Sylhet and oppose the incursion of Cossahs, ^ I 


^ Latihkar Hnshkar, lancurl a Bailor, but applied to tent-pi tcborSi artillerjmou, oto. 
3 Aaomi (litoiftllj uftmcs), a nou-proprietary coltiyfttor. 

^ Kbwis. 
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have requested Ensign Leake (who opportunely was on a visit to Dacca) to 
place himself at their head^ the charge being readily accepted by that gentle- 
man, I have in consequence put him under your orders, and lie is to fiAlow 
such instructions from you as you shall think it nrecs&ary to issue to him. A 
further re-inforcement of 50 men of the Dacca Militia will be conducted by him 
to your assistance. 

I am, Sir, ctc,j 
B. R. 


No. 12, 

To EifsiGN Leaks. 


Dacca : 


Si/i February 1774. 


Siu, 

, The occasion which enduced me to apply to you to take the command of Ewmgn Leak* 
the troops in Sylhet ctilling for your irnm^iate presence in that disirict, you 8ont to SylUei. 
will be pleased to repair thither with all cxjKHlition, and upon your arrival you 
will follow such irifctructions and orders as may from time to time be given 
you by Mr. Thackeray. 1 have in conscupieiicc of letters received from Mr. 

Thackeray din'ctcd a rc-infor(!ement of 50 nnm with their proper officers to bo 
drafted from 5 independent com]);inys of Militia of Dacca to march directly 
for Sylhtit, this detac.hmcnl you will bo pleased to take charge of, and conduct 
with all ( xpedition possible. You arti to observe, as a ])ositive rule, h) report 
regularly to me the state of the forces at Sylhet, to make returns of all the 
troops in the Disirict to Mr. Thaekcriiy, and to transmit monthly to Lieu- 
tenant Russel Arden a return of the Militia, jyhieh com]X)se a portion of tho 
force uiidor your command. 

I am, eco., 


Riciiaed Bahwell. 


No. 13. 

To TJIE IION^BLE WaRUKN HASTINGS, Esq. 


Deau Sir, 


Dacca : 

February m4i. 


You will perceive by t^ie public letters, dispatched hence to-night, that I jai^tia Cam- 
liave been led into an irregularity from the ciuorgency of the occasion that paigu 
call’d for an Officer to lead the force now in Sylhet for the defence of the 
Province ,* and as it will be necessary cither to appoint an Officer to relievo 
Mr. Leake immediately, and perform the occasional service on which he is 
sent, tr to apiHjint that Gentleman under my orders, if you choose ‘he should 
execute that duty, 1 re^picst the favour of you to issue the necessary directions. 

The conduct of the Gentiah^ Rajah I mako no doubt you will think merits 
chatisement, but, as the entire reduction of his country may prove a task more 


^ Jaintia. For an oarl; roforonco to the Bajah of Jaiutia, io tt letter of H. Vorolat, ;2Pth May, 
1763, See Long Seletiiotis No. 661. 
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T.iinfli Cnm- 
p.nijri. 


.Ditto. 


Ditio. 


(llirK'ult, more expensive, and more iinccrLsiin than Mr. KcnnelVs^ representa- 
tion ^ivis reason to apin-ehend, you will jwssibly judge it to be more for 
llie ]Hd)lic interest that he should experience its resentment, and give satisfac- 
tion for the depredaiions he has conuiiitled by reimbursing the expense of the 
truojis and paying an equivalent for the damage that he has done. The 
roive already in Sylliet i*^, I imagine, able to repcll any be may possibly oppose 
to it. Ill the ilnl- eonntiy, and capable of subjugating the district lie holds 
lief ween the foot of the Hills and the Ki vers ; and, as it is the most valu- 
able 1^1 it ('f his dominions, your tabing possesion of it, which may be easily 
niTeetel, will necessarily induce him to euiuc to the terms, 1 have men- 
tioned ill order to ro-ol)taiii it. 

I am, denr Sir, etc., 

lllCIlAliD Bakwell. 

Iso. 11. 

To HIE IIo>:'rLE IVakrek IIastjxg.s, Esq. 

DaC(;a : • 

U.iil Fdritar^ 1771. 

Dear Sir, 

I :un obliged^by ynnr{letters of theJl'Jtli wlieilier the inli-lligenec ii tine 
or false, I am e(jiiall\ iiidelb'd to you lor your kind eongralulations. - 

Yon may dc| end upon my keeping to thi‘ line you ))ros(*i’ibc for aiv/ 
nj orations ag.unst the Gentia ]\nj:i. lie lias really, I believe, hi.‘ n tin* 
iiggres.'sor, and invited by s<»me of the Sylliel. jMioplo. 1 acijuit Tlhiekeray oi 
:my intention to inllaims a'* it is bis pariicuhir interest be on good iorin^ 
with the lijijali ; nnd he has, and may, sulTer ^till more from the im ursions <0 
the liill ])eoj)le, and can iiave n# of adva.ningo in ooiilinuing l.ho 

qnairel. I ho[)e lI'C tnn*])'? will not ha\e a month’s nork to bring the Knyi 
t'» reason. The njiviga’ion ol' the Soonah ns it ^^a^ through all (h(‘ Sylhet 
viner*, o,‘itaiii1y an o]*jeet,j]nd if it.caii'w ithout inueh 1»'oeble bo reiidoiv*^ 
iiee >Iiou!d bo iiegi-ti'ited. 

[L am, dear Sir, i.te., 

IIichaud L'iAEviell. 


Iso. 15. 

To ■^’jlma:.t Makepeacb Tir\cKEJUv, Esq. 

Dacca ; 

27 /^ Fclruary 1771 . 

Dear 

I li.jw received your letter of tlic 2^th, and am glad 1o find from fin. 
eonfo* tb- 1 .- appears a dispe^Mtinn in the Hajah nl fientia ta nialv(* iluo 
f'oiic.'s-i' ji bu* Mil* injury and in-ult ho has committed against th» G(5\Wnmcn(. 
But l-e'.fec- I opm rny.s-jU on thi.s subji e% it is abiroliitcly iiei'oss.iry to en join yon 


* Jrui:^ - IN i.u 11, tho faiiHin« SnT\c>or of lioiitfril. Jlo inarricul Uct.l.)ih, 1772 , MIfh 

.1 ^TU) i ' 1. r.'.y, t . ‘U f W. M Taokony, flu? Collof tor of Sylliol. 

U J; • i ..i ll : p*. Senior ni<‘riil.'T of llio SnipronK* (.'ounril by llio Kcgulaliiicr Act of 
‘’77^5, Ti 'f.j < ( if.v'Tnor-i ioiionil. Jfc**ir‘f, the ron^rratul.'iliotiH. 

‘ 'i .'.e i’rtf. )r l-r ar-. 11.*-^ ilatQ iu ttio MS.j tut 1 tliiuk this mubt bc u cloiicttl error, and the date 
thi." letter Uiaet bo April iiiiio 
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to [yielding ?] witb respect to ibe views of tlie Government, for unless these 
•re parsued with caution, it is possible they may be disappointed, and as such 
disappointment may probably bo imputed to your management, it behoves you 
to be particularly careful in transacting what it is expected the Raja will 
submit to->to satisfy the Company. The President and Council have given 
me full power to retaliate the injury committed by the Gentia Baja, but at 
the same time intimate that it is not their object to attempt an entire conquest. 
Their end is to make him sensible of his error, to oblige him to reimburse 
the public in expen'>e, that is incurred by the march of the treops, to obtain 
from him a compensation for any loss of Revenue occasioned by his 
depredations, and, lastly, to render free the navigation of the River 
Soonah. ^ In order to effect this, a reinforcement of troops are in order, 
to meet and join the troops in Sylhet. They are to enter the dominions of 
the Gentia Raja, and subdue all the flat country lying between the Hills and 
the River Soonah ; and, in effecting this purpose there is but one consideration 
which you must allow to influence you to stop the progress of the troops— which 
is the Raja's implicit compliance with the demands of our Government, viz . : 

The payment of Bs. 25,000 for the expense incurred by the expedition. 
A sum equivalent to any loss the public revenue is likely to sustain from the 
Raja’s late invasion of the Company’s territory; and the free navigation of tho 
River Soonah. 

If these points are obtained, and the Rajah makes due submission for his 
conduct, you are to leave him the full and peaceable possession of his country, 
and to order back the troops as soon as possible, as tho insult afforded by the 
Raja is of that public nature as to require the most public reparation, you will 
direct him to send vakils to make his submission to tho Governor in Calcutta, 
and to mo as Chief of Dacca entrusted with the care of the Company’s interests 
in Sylhet. And in accepting any terms from the Raja or in giving him any 
assurances on behalf of tho public, you will invariably insert this clause 
provided the Hon’blo tho President and Council approve, otherwise this is 
not to he in force. ’’ • 


I am, «tc., 

Bicuabb Babwiuu 


Ko. 16. 

To Captain £. Ellikib.* ** 

Dacca: 

Ftb, 1774. 

Sib, 

I enclose you the Board’s sentiments as to the conduct you are to pursue, Ottiai 
should the Tannadar be able to keep possession of the country you have 
subdued without any assistance from the English forces, the district is to ^ 
immediately placed in his hands, but if his power is not equal to its 


* XhoSomis. 

* Edwttd BUnkw. hs nanp hooka ths 


is vzoscirsivsa Hemikst. 
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Otmrjoane, in inch ease, to evacaate the Oentiah dominions, and remove as 
many of the inhabitants into the District of Sylhet as may be, publishing in 
your retreat that the insults oiTered to it shall not go unpunished ; that should 
any of neighbouring Hill Rajas, or the Gentiah Raja enter the CompanVs 
districts in a hostile manner, the insults will bo avenged by a inTasion 

of their country and by the destruction ofall thdr towns. 

lam, etc., 

Bichobd BAXimzA. 

Ad.— As soon as possible you will rotum with your detachment to 
Chittagong, leaving a company of your men stationed at Sylbetfor the defence 
d the Province. You will likewise direct Mr. Leake to march ^ the Militia 
Sepoys to Dacca, excepting one half company, which is to remain with the 
company of the Chittagong sepoys under the orders of Mr. Thackeray at 
Sylhet.— R. R. 

Ahttraci of ike Council ofReoentu^ Fort Williant. 

The Board are of opinion that, although the troacherons conduct of the 
Gentiah Raja merits an additional punishment, still the prosecution of hos- 
tilities against him for the conquest of his country is not an object worth our 
consideration, especially as it would contradict tho declared purpose for which 
we are engaged in the undertaking, and of which we have advised the Hon'ble 
Company,— that, if therefore, the Wndua Zemindar cannot retain nor engap 
to retain the possession, which we may grant him of the country, without the 
continued aid of our forces, the expedient recommended by Mr. Harwell can- 
not be admitted, as it will have an increase of expense, and a prolongation of 
the expedition and a division of our force. But if the Tannadar * will be 
satisfied with our putting him in possession, and will not require our sepoys to 
protect him in it, that Mr. Harwell be authorized to settle it with him on sueh 
terms as ho can ; otherwise to order Captain Eliker to lay waste the country 
and do the Raja all the mischief in his power, and to return, declaring that 
the same retaliation shall bo made for the first instauce which ho shall repeat 
of encroachment on our Government. 

Agreed tho President be requested to ^ve orders to this effect to Mr. 
Barwell. 

A true abstract, 

(Signed) S. Duo^ 

Seeg, 


DIM*. 


ITo. 17 . 


To Camiii B.'i£ujdb. 


-Dacca; 

11 (k March 1774. 


Bn, 

I have reemved tout letter with a retem of your Detaohmeut, and am this 
instant favor’d with anotherof the 12th, desiring a supply of 50 Barrelt of 
Ball Caitridge. I do not believe there is in store above 2,000 Ball CartridgeB 


*Xlsuiste’i nsBsdsr.tlwCoauasBdssefeadUtsiyaatsest ecthsaei 
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'Whatever there shell be immediately despatched, and a farther quantity, as jainti* Cam- 
■ooft as prepared, shall be forwarded to you, out as that further rappiv must P“Sa* 
be made up with country powder in the Garrison, y<® will possibly ho able 
to supply yourself full as well at Sylfaet. However, lest you might not, the 
supply shaJUi be sent to you. 

I have mentioned to Mr. Thackeray, tho Collector of Sylbet, the objects 
the public have in view by the ozpedition against the Gentiah Raja, and to 
that gentleman I must refer you for such instructions as arc necessary^ to 
regulate your conduct upon entering tho Gentiah Province. Upon your arrival 
at Sylhet, you will take upon jrou the command of tho forces in that Province 
and to your judgment and discretion is entirely left the mode of conducting 
the war in the manner yon shall determine as most expeditious and decisive. 

I am. Sir, etc., 

BicHAsn SAnwxu. 


Ko. 18 . 

To CavTAiN E. Ellikek. Dacca, 

Dbae Sik, [Not dated."] 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr. Thackeray. I hopo the footing on Ditto, 
whioh you will act under that gentleman is such as may be agreeable to you ; 
and, considering your acquaintance with Mr. Thackeray, and your own disposi* 
tion, 1 flatter myself nothing will arise in the coarse or tho servrico which may 
prove disgusting to either, as a cordiality between men, who should havo the 
same object in view, is so necessary to insure success to every public measure 
that I am pleased at tho prospect, which tho iatimaoy that subsists between 
you and Mr. Thackeray gives me of a mutual consideration swaying eaob, 
obviating the possibility of a misunderstanding. 

1 shall bo obliged to you for your (private sentiments on any points yon 
touch upon iu your publio addresses.,' 

am, dear Sir, etc., 

Biohaxd Baswilu 


No. 18 A. 

To Mb* WuiiAu MAuraAOBTHAoaBAT. 


Sib, 


Dacca: 

lltk March 1774. 


The Hon'ble the President and Council having been pleased to appoint 
Captain E. Elliker, of the 7 Battalion of sopoys, to the command of the eX’ 
l^itioc against the Gentiah Raja, he is now on his march to Sylhet wifh a 
detachment of his Battalion consisting of 8 companya. Upon his arrival in 
S^lhett you are to place under hia command all the forces with yon in the 


Ditto. 
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Jainto Cam> ProTince, and Mr. Leake^ 'crho commands them, is in future to act under the 
P*^ orders of Captain Ellikor. By the extract of mjr letter to Captain Elliker, 
yon will perceive that the operations in the field are wholly submitted to his 
judgment and discretionfand that he is merely to receive from you information 
of the service to be performed : but in the manner of the service he is to be 
the Bole and only judge.^ Your advice may bo given to him on any points yon 
think essential, but to his brain I leave to judge and determine on the 
proper to execute the service ho is sent upon. 

I am. Sir, etc., 

Richabo Babwilu 


Ditto. 


No. 19. 

To IBB Hon’blb Warbbk Hastibos, Esq. 


Dacca ; 


9th April 1774. 

Dbab Sib, 

I enclose you news which arrived from Sylhet late last night. As the 
Pundua Tannadar, who is tributary to tlie Company, is the only power capable 
of opposing the incursions of the Gentiab, should be attempt to return to his 
country, you will probably be of opinion, as the Districts are contiguous, that 
the new acquisition liad better' be delivered over to the Pundua Tannadar. 
1 imagine that it will prove the most short and expeditions made of setting 
the country, of withdrawing your office's and obtaining a ro-imbursement 
the charges already incurred. 


1 am, dear Sir, cto.. 


Riohabd Babwxll. 

request the favour of your permission to repair to Calcutta 
as soon as my business will permit. 


Dltte. 


No. 20. 


To Capt. E. Ellixxx at GimiAH, 


Dacca : 


14M April 1774. 

Sib, 

Your letter of the 31 st from the Gentiah Raja's capital, communieat- 
ing intelligence of the entire reduction of the flat country and tho flight 
of the Baja beyond the Hills, 1 received the other ^ day. The alacrity with 
which the forces have been conducted, and the facility of the conquest of an 
extensive and wild country are facts so fully approving the ahiliti^ by which 
they have been brought about that any otUr approbation proves' snperfluons. 
I most thank you. Sir, however, in the name of the Hon’ble Compaay 
for the important services yon have rendered to the publio in the speedy 
and effectual performance of your commission, with a body of troops so 
unequal to the numbers opposed to you, and through every obstruction to 
be surmounted in marebing troops through a country unexplored, and at a 
season of the year that must have greatly retarded your opetatiou. 



BYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


17 


The little room you g^ive me to expect from the Gentiah Raja any com- 
pensation for the expense incurred by the Company^ and the averse disposi- 
tion he has sliown even to the last extremity (his exclusion from his domi- 
nions) has determined mo if pc;ssible to secure the i)e.icc of the country 
without deviating from the end the imblie have in view. A military fixed 
establishment for the protection of Sylhet beyond that formerly allowed is 
to be avoided, and if the Raja continues disinclined to our Government, and 
obstinately refuses the clemency offered to him on the most just conditions, 
in order to baffle his views and to answer the purposes of the (Government, 
such parts of his dominions as we are possessed of must be added to the 
Zemindary contiguous to it, and as that belongs to Achrnct Riaa, the Tannjidar 
of Pundua, I have written to him on the subject, and directed him to send 
a Vakil to Dacca to settle the terms on which he is inclined to hold the 
country and protect it. This measure is taken, hovvev(?r, with this reserve, 
tliat 1 deem it only necessary in case the Gcntiali Raja continues hostile, 
for 1 would much rather be acquiesce to tlic propositions offered, as he may 
undoubtedly prove himself a natural and strong barrier to the incursions of 
liis Hill neighbours. 1 therefore wish you may be able to induce him to 
come ill to you, and inspire him with a confideiu'e of the eijuitable intentions 
of the public, that the Company nc\cr had any views ou his country 
that they expected from him only what his interest and good policy should 
have dictated to him, that is to engage to oppose the incurtions of the Cots- 
yahs, not encroach on the Company’s lands, lot river 8omah be the boundary, 
within 5 coss of the banks of which he shall not have a tannah or bustee, 
find lastly to ])ay the bum of money demanded on a<*couiit of iho charges of 
the expedition. 


I am, Sir, clc,, 

RlCHAUOlURWfXL, 

No. 21. 

To “Willi /LM MaxkpejlCg Tuackmay, Esq. 

Dacca 

2nd May 17 74. 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose to you to forward to Capt. EUiker my letter to him of this date. 
If tho Gentiah Raja will come into any terms, 1‘wouIJ recommend you to 
restore him to his country instead of giving possession of it to Amut Riza, 
the Pundua I'anuadar. He must have the ratilication o£ any terms you 
make with him from me and tho Governor, and will| in consc([u‘ouce, send 
his Vakils to Dacca and Calcutta. 

I am, dear Sir, ete.,^ 


Jaintia Cai 
pi^igrn. 


Ditto. 


BiCHiXO BaSWSLIi. 
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Jafntia 

paijrn. 


m:22. 

To WiLUAM Marbpeaoi Thacksbat^ Esq. Dacca : 

nth May 1774. 

Dbab SiBj 

Cam- I am favoured with your letter of the 1st of May. You will iBud both 
by public and private advices from the Board and myself, that it is not our 
intention to imix)se Amut Kiza upon you aj^ainst your inclination. The only 
consideration that first influenced the attention he received has proceeded 
from my hnowloljre of his being the only person who could po.ssibly maintain 
the conquest of the Gentiah country without rendering a constant aid from 
our troops neccssaiy to support him in it. Yet, I have been all along of 
opinion that the restoration of the country to the cxpellel Raja would be 
most eligible, if ho received it under a just impression of the lenity of 
our Government, and the fear of offending it on any future occasion. As 
you seem to think he is fully sensible of his error, and that there is no 
danger of his acting again in such manner as to incur the rcseutmciit of the 
Government, you will make the best terms you can with him and take from 
him what you can get towards reimbursing the charges that have been 
incurred* 

The losses which the farmers have suffered from tlio disturbances occasion- 
ed by the incursions of the Gentiah Raj i, pro]XTly rcpivscnttjd by them 
and authenticafed by you, will doubtless he considered by the public? in as 
favourable light as circumstances rec|iure. Thu |mblie engagi^mcnts certainly 
imply the former is to be protected from invasion, and consequenily that 
he is entitled to a ^clni'^8ion in proportion to the detriment lie may have 
suffered from the calamities of war. 

I read your letter to the Board, and it was judged better not to record it, as 
everything was left to you to settle with in the manner in'>sl advantageous to 
the Company andraost agreeable to youtse’f. The proposition for (bipriving of 
Amut Riza (d' his jagghire, we likewise [thought] might be deferred until you 
could personally exjdain the grounds on which such a rdlbmptinn was to take 
place, for as every jaggiridar holds by railitirv tenure, and none in the 
Provinces maintain troops agreeably to their Jagglures, Amut Kiz i appears 
in no respect more reprehensible on that account than others in the same 
situation. 

I shall be glad to sec you as soon as it suits your convenience to come d »wii . 
but until you am make some compromise with the Gentiah, 1 tl uk your 
leaving tlie public iutercats at this critical period, may be attended with conse- 
quences that may reflect on your attention ; and, ms I was .sensible it would 
not be agreeable to diiputc a member of the Council to adjust matters with the 
Gentiah Raji in your absence, you will judge for yourself on the propriety of 
leaving Sylhet before you settle with the Raja. 


I am, dear Sir^ etc., 
BicflABO Babwjsll. 
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No.'as. 

To Captai?^ E. Ellerkee. Dacca : 

mA May 1774. 

Deah Sib, 

I write you publicly in answer to your public address of the ^Ith, to 
which T have only to subjoin my wish for a speedy adjustment with the lleza 
and the return of your detachment. The economy of the times render the 
administration impatient and uneasy under every extra expense, and as a delay 
in withdr.iwinjj the troops fiom Gentiah may be attended by strictures from 
below I should be sorry to incur, I be" you will evacuate the country as soon as 
possible. The same system of parsimony I apprehend will render the request 
I make, at your instance, for batta to the troops ineffectual ; the obvious 
remark of establishing a precedent to he pleaded in all future occasions will, I 
no doubt, be slaitcd in opposition to it. 

The cause you assign for the Rajahs diffidence is so just a one that it entirely 
acquits him, in my opinion, of the least degree of insincerity. 

I am, dear Sir, etc., 

RionAED Barwell. 

No. 24. 

To William Makepbacb Thackeray, Esq. 

Dacca ; 

2Ga May 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose yon my letter to Captain Ellorker on the subject of the public 
interests, wbieh I recommend to you to settle to the best manner possible. 
Mr. Tjcake (if it is absolutely necessary) you may continue at Sylhet, but there 
must be no necessary expense on account of that gentleman incurred. As I 
shall set out for Calcutta in twelve <iiiys, and not return before August or 
September, fortlie purpose probably <f delivering over the charge of the chief- 
ship to a successor, I could rati. or wish to meet you there tfcaii to have you at 
Dacca, when T am debarred that pleasure ! besides, no sooner do you take your 
seat at our Board, but your separaK; charge in Sylhet cca'-cs. The vote of the 
Hon^ble the President and Council of Fort AVilliam debarring mo from my 
scat at the Calcutta Board expressly says that no person holding a District 
appointment can be admitted occasionally to a seat in C/Ouncii. The reasons, 
as assigned by the Gov^'rnor, you will see on perusing the copy of his minute 
enclosed. 

Should you determine on resigning your station, I shall be much obliged 
by your giving me timely information. In the meantime, I have thought 
clligibic to appoint Mr. Daniel Barwell your assistant, and to proceed to Sylhet 
as soon as he receives an invitation from you. Another reason for my desiring 
to know your intentions iu this particular is the necessity there will be to 
cstablish'the authority of the DeWan of this Province, who, from my considera- 
tion to yoU| bolds but a nominal office as llogoo Mullick Circal officiates. 

1 am, dear Sir, etc., 

Biohabd Ba&well. 
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No. 26: 


To Captain Ellixes, 

Commdg* at Oeniiai* 


Dacca : 




SLm May 1774. 


Free narijra- I have received your letter of the 20th enclosing a return of the troops 
Vama. under your command^ and likewise your letter of the 11th intimating the terms 

to which the Geiitiah Raja apjicars ready to acquiesce. As all the natives of 
Bengal are on the same footing with English merchants by the late regula- 
tions of the Government, the subjects of the State, whether English or native, 
must be admitted to the same privileges in all points of commerce. The 
navigation of the river Surma must, if possible, be rendered free, and an 
exclusive privilege to the Company to the stone for making chunam, that is 
to be procured in the Geutiah country. Though it is recommended to obtain a 
free navigation of the river Surma, you arc not to infer from this that a 
restriction is proposed of the Raja's rights in the point of levying duties on 
any articles of merchandize to be bought or sold at the ganjes or markets 
which arc under his Government. The rates or duties, however, on all mer- 
chandise bought and sold in the Gentiahs's country should, if practicable, be 
fixed* in a just and equitable degree. Those interests will claim the attention 
of Mr. Thackeray, and the preliminaries of peace being settled with due 
regard to these, you are immediately t.> withdraw the forces in Gentiah, leav- 
ing at Sylhetthe number of troops apjiointed for the defence of the Province, 
and return with the remainder to Chittagong. There appearing to be no 
further service for the detachment you command at Gentiab, by the instructions 
I have received, I am under the necessity of repeating iny injunction to you to 
repair as soon as possible with the detachment to Chittagong ; and the request 
for batta to the sepoys while on service shall be duly intimated to the Presi- 
dent^and Council, and their order communicated to you. 

1 aiii, ctc.| 

Ricuaed Baewell. 


No. 26. 

To WiLifAM Makepeace Thackleay, Esq. 

Calcutta 
Wi May 1775. 

Dear Sie, 

Thackeraj ez- As you were some time ago expected in Calcutta, ''In consequence of the 
l^oa^ta. ** of absence from Dacca you applied for through Mr. Bar well, he concluded 
you would bring his accounts with you, in order that it might be settled. 
But, as it seems likely that yon have for the present laid aside the thoughts 
of paying a visit to Calcutta, I am desired by Mr. Barwell to be^ the favour 
of you to furnish him with your acconnt, as he is anxious to have all bis 
concerns settled and brougnt into as narrow a compass as fast as possible. 

1 amy dear Sir^ etc., 


J. C[atoe.]* 


^ J. Gztor was a Company's coveDantid tern&t, but he ifeou 
Mvato Secxetsry and Agent. 


Barwill's 









\V. M. Thai KI.RAV 

(t.iHiul-b’athor of tin* Novelisi), Ucsident al Syllu-t. 
( />v fcrffiisstou of Afi'ssis. Sniith hld(r 6’^ Lo.) 
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No. ^7^^ 

To Cha 8. WiLUAU Bouohton B6us, Esq., 

‘ Chief of Dacca. 


SlE, 


Dacca : 

na 1777. 


Upon my arrival at Daccaj in the mouth of April 1775,* I repr^»sentcd to 
you the difficulty I found in procuring a house, there IxM’ng none of the Com- 
pany'a then vacant nor even of private property to be rented. Dacca. 

On this account^ you granted me a waste spot of ground bordering upon 
the river which I have been at very considerable expense in levelling, likewise 
in repairing and rendering habitable an old bungalow situated on the spot, and 
in building brick offices for the security of the public papers, which I was then 
entrusted with. 1 hope, therefore, you will take the above into cousidoration, 
and grant me a pottah for the ground. 

I have, etc., 

fi. LiKDSAT. 


No. 28. 

To CflAS. WxLLiAif Bocoetont Rous, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Goancil of Revenue^ Dacca* 

Stlhet : 

14^4 October 1777. 

GB^^TLEMAV, 

Mr. Richardson arrived here some days ago and presented me with author- Thaoke ray's 
ity from Mr. Thackeray to dispose of the house- in wliich I now reside, either hoiiae 
at public sale, or in any other minner which may aj»pear to him most 
conclusive to the interest of his constituent. 

The groun 1 upon which the hous? stands immediately belongs to the 
Company, and, as I understand that a considerable sum o^ money has been 
charged to their account in constructing of it, I informel Mr. Richardson, 
that, unless I am favoured with the sauctioa of your Bjard, 1 shall protest 
against the sale. 

I now request your orders upon the subject’^f at the same time I take the 
liberty of informing you that it is the only habitable spot in the town of 
Sylhet for a Enropian, especially for a person in the office I now have the 
honour to hold. Any other which I might fix upon for my own residence 
would be rendered disagreeable from the lowness of the soil, and the distance 
it must inavoidably be from the public offices would submit me ^to great 
inoonvenience. 

I have, etc.; 

B. Lindsay. 


^ This corrects a statement in Lindsay's Autobiography {LivtR of the Lindgayn, Vol, III, p. 159), 
which would load the reader to suppose that Lindsay arrived at Dacoa *' in the antumn ’* of 
i77e. 


* ' sir William Hpntor says that when he yisitod Sylhet he was ’shewn Thackeray's house.' 
The house has made way for the present residence of the Deputy ConuaisBioner. LiDdsay pur* 
chsfed Um houae. 6ee iettei of 8th Nevember 1 / 78. 
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Mislead i n g 
raloulation 
of a'aIiio of 
I'owrioB. 


fletlltMiiont for 
1 

S.T. 


Fo. 29. 

To Cbabms William Bououtoji Rous, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Coancil of Revenue, Dacca. 

Stlhlt : 

lO^A Novmher 1777. 

Gentleman, 

By the accounts of Iho month of Bawdon IISC,' you will perceive a balanoe 
in the treasury here of R». IS, 15-3, the f<): rn<n* sum at the rate of 4 cawn^, 4 
puns per R., ought to produce cawna 72,012-11*. apparent deficiency '^f 

the cowries is accoiuit.d for by the Revenue^, havi»ig over since the year 11^ 6| 
been Bummed up upon the credit side of the Monthly Tr. asury Accounts at the 
imaginary vahiatlon of -I <*awns per R., ami remitted at the rate of 4 cawns, 4 
pun. That of the rupees is, therefore, merely nominal, and the cowries the 
actual balance. I now have the honour to transmit you the accounts of this 
province for tiie montli of As^n, 1187, in which I have carried tbo balance 
forward and brought the Revenues to account only in cowries, to prevent the 
like confusion in future, which I hope will meet your approbation. I will, in 
a few days, liavc the pleasure to transmit you the account settlement of this 
province for the Sylhet year 1187. The Bengal holy days interfering, and the 
Z*. mindars not coming from the moffussil to renew Ihcir engagemeuts, has 
been the cause of my not sanding it you sooner. 

1 have, etc., 

B. LiNdsalT. 

No. 80. 

To John Hooabtu, Esq., 

Acting Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Sylhet : 

21/4 JNoveynbet 1777. 

Genilrmax, 

En< IoFrd T have the pVasurc to transmit you a Klsthundeo and Account 
S'Ulcmerit of this province for the Sylhet year I 187, in which I have agreeab'e 
to my instructions adhered as nearly as possible t»> that of last year affected by 
Mr. ilol.'ond. Some deductions 1 have in.Tdc, in the pergunnabs, 1 have 
increased in the sums. 

In one instance, T beg leave to Fubmit to your consideration of a small 
remission would not be advisiblc, as it would in a great measure ttmd to secure 
the tranquility of this province. Under the heail of Segah- and Moiijrai 
lands there is a revenue of 8,4(K) eawns of cowries annually Remanded from 
the Hill Rajahs for a small tract of c*ountry tiiey hold at the bottom of the 
Ponduah mountains, an entire jungle, and of little or no va uc. This, as well as 
all the other Segah lands, formerly paid no revenue, but contributed a certain 
proportion of artifuers and bergondargies,'^ as public service required their 

* t.B., tho Sjlhft yeir IISO --:r A.l)., 1771M777. 

* Segah hoemi to bo a ipc*'*inl Sylhet term - rent free lands on ^roun^ls of pqblio service. 

* ]Sorijfon iaK‘-i* H H'lrkaiidaz, /tL **Iiglituiog darter/' hence an arnacd mnmonntsd emp/oye of 

a civil department. 
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attendance. The CFtablishmcnt, being foMd unnecessary, was abolished in 
the year 1185,* and the lands brought to the a«*count o£ the Company. This Movjrrai 
revenue of 8,400 cawns can never be recovered from the Hill Rajahs without a 
force of 15 or 20 sepoys being annually sent to Ponduah to enforce piyment, 
and this mf'asure may be productive of the had elTcct of putting an entire stop 
to that amicable communication now subsi-ting between our merchants and 
the Hill pykars who bring down their g >oJs to that mnrlcet in exchange for 
copper. Last year by getting in poss.-siion of one of these petty Rajahs to 
procure his release they paid the Revenue. In tlie year 11.S5 a party of 20 
sepoys was sent to Por.duah to recover this trilling sum, and the rucrehants 
residing there, to prevent tliemscdvcs being plundered by the inhabitants of 
the hills for what they consid(*rcd an insult offered to them, became security 
and paid the money. This year, unless I am favoured with your orders to tlu 
contrary, 1 shall be under the necessity of making use of the same measures 
to enforce payment of this trifling snm. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsat. 


No. 31. 


To JoBN HooinTfT, Esq., 

Acting Chief of Dacca. 


Syluet : 

T/ie 18/A December 1777. 


Slit, 

The Zemindars of the Orungpore per^funnah nnd *r SyMiet, having represent- j ^ ^ 
cdtome that they have been S'evere’y maltp« atcl by tho Zemindar of Aurung- from Oraug- 
pore pergiinnah'^ in the Dacca district, they have i*c(j^uested me to trouble you 
with this in hopes of receiving rediess. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsat. 

. • 

No. 82. 

To John Hooauth, Esq., 

Acting Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

^ S^LIIET : 

21 December 1777. 

Qbnilbman, 

I have the pleasure t% transmit you the accounts of this Province for the cimpiaini- of 
month of Kan ick and AugunlJ87, as liki wise t ie bills of exchange drawn /“iMin-ia r -4 
by Mr. llaitt® on Mr, Matthew Day. I also en« ]o-e you the original and jal! Mohals. 
translation of a petition I have received from the Ziuniudars of the Klicdah 
Mahals who pay a couBiderable proportion of the revenues of this Province. 

They have been exceedingly importunate on this subj ct, nor could 1 persuade 

' In tho manuscript 1183, but boo letter of 14th July 1779. No. 00, pngo 08. 

* Arangpiir in the ilalaganj Uhana about 9 milos south-wo^it of Sylhut. 

• In tho Sylhot camotcry there are murnimontfi to — 

(1) Willi im Kobert Kaitt, died .^rd July ISiil. ngod 01 yonrs. 

(2) Honry Thomas itaitt, died 23rd July 1819. aged <34 yours. 

A Thomas Bait! was Alderman of tho Mayor’s Court :it <JHlcutta in 1755, and was one of thf 
lOommiasioners appoiutod in to raluo the houses destroyoi in tho seigo. Vide Hill, Lmi oj 
Europeans in Eengal, 1756, p. 76. 
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them to go into the hills upon the same terms they hare done for some 
years past^ till they rvjceived my, ^rtHuisc of representing thenr ease to your 
Board. As it is piv tly cle.irly stated in tlieir p;.tition, though perhaps a little 
exaggerated, I take the lihcr:y of submitting the same to your consideration, 
and beg leave to remark that the Zemindars are at a considerable expense in 
making kbedahs, and but a small part of their lands [arej cu tivated. Should 
it tlierofore happim that tljey are unsuccosiful in catching elephants, it will 
be didicult to realise the revenue when demanded of them at the expiration of 
the year. 

If you was to favour me with an order for the Nababs' Agent to allow 
them a sm ill incroa^e in the price of tlic elephants, ho will even then have 
them upon very moderate terms : at the same time, tiie Zemindars will be able 
to fulGI their engagements more easily than at present. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lixdpat. 

Petition cf the Zemindari of the PergnnnahsChauhganty Dewronl, Pertuh- 
gnr, Zuffergur JDouildee^ Cocsaearcool, Zgaraauttee, Suiiglahi Cuiinyhutty 
and Burron» 

In the lime of the Kings your petitioners depended upon the khedahs 
for their maulguzuy. If, aft t deducling the price of tlic elephants, there 
remained any balance due from them, your petitioners gave a inochulca to 
make many khedabs, and to pay the ba'ance in revenues the year following. 

S n'lotlic time of the Gentlemen,^ if there happens to be nny balance due 
from the petitioners, after dedacting ibo price allowed ibum for their 
elephants, the mutaiiddies take it from them in ready money. 

The whole ryolts of your petitioners^ piirgiinnahs are obliged to go into 
the hills to ]; re pa re the khedahs, and not a man left to cultivate the 
laud. 

Should it be the will of God for your ])otitiouers to cat(;h no cbjphants, 
exclusive of the money they have advancL*dto make khedahs, they are obliged 
to take full amount of the revenue frora^Iioir rvotts, i5y this means your 
petitioners are ruineji. The zemindars of Jointah- and Cntchar**’ make kliedahs 
and sell their elephants to riicreliants at the following rates ; for the Kalians 
aud Mianalis 1,200 cawns and 000 for IheKhorJs. 

Your petitioners, ihoreforo. pray that the khedahs may cither bo abolished 
or that they may be allowed in uuruasc in the price of the elephants. 


No. 33. 

To THB Hon’bli TVabbbn Habtii^gs, Esq., 

G overnor-General. 




Sylhbt : 


Warren 
HaBt i n g a 
patronage* 


iZlh December 1777. 

IIon’ble Sir, 

Although I have not the honor of being personally acquainted with you, 
yet the letters of recommendation I delivered to you up on my first arrival in 
the country from my friends, General Carnac, Mr. Sullivan and Commodore 
James together with my not having troubled with any applications since I 


' t.e., of the Compaaj’B Adminiitraiion. 
^ Jaintia. 1 Gacbar. 
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have been in Bengal, emboUlcnf? me now to intrude upon your time.* I 
need not inform you that the Dacca Council, at the expiration of tho 
Sylhct year 1180, deputed mo to this place, not only to collect the balances 
of that year but to renew the obligation for the ensuing, both which X 
performed in a satisfactory manner, and received tho approbation of tho Dacca 
Board, and 1 hope I shall not be less successful in collecting the revenues of 
this than last year, and flatter myself from tlie knowledge I possess of the 
country languages and the business of tlio collections ; there are few more 
qualilied for the station I have the honour to bold. I now take the liberty of 
requesting your countenance and support, as long as you may deem me 
deserving of it, and beg leave to subscribe myself. 

Sir, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. ZL 

To John HooAiLTn, Esq., 

Acting Chief of Dacca. 


S^LHlT 


TAc 17//j January 1778. 

ai'JXTT.KMAir, 

I lake the liberty of informing you that tho ofliccrs of the Phogedary 
Aduwluli of Dacca have sent ten harcarraha and a sepoy into the Cossimna- 
gur y pcrgiinnah under this Provinc(Mipon a complaint of a ryot against one 
of the chovvdriea. On this account several of the Zemindars have run away 
winch prevented mo from collecting the kists of Augun and Poos. I hope, 
therefore, it may appear expedient for you to order tho harcarraha to be 
recalled, and the oflicerB of tho Phogedary Adawlut of Sylhet to take cogni* 
seance of the oomplaint. 

I liavo, etc., 

• R. Lxxdsat. 


Bnaatraj 

Zomiiidari. 


No. 36. 

[heccived the 6th Pcbruary.J 
To Mu. Lindsay at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 


January 17/41778« 

Sib, 

We have received your letter of the 21st ultimo, with the several enclosures E^diiction of 
with regard to tho petition of the zemindars of the khedah mahals. We cannot priroof nio. 
at this time think of allowing any addition of price for the elephants, and the Suowid.^^* 
zemindars must adhere to the terms of the last Settlement. 


Wo arc, etc., 

J. Shakespisab. 


M. Day, 


• * LindiiAy in hie Antobiography says: — T ronlded for nearly two years in Si# John Clavoring's 
fiociety, and therefore marked as a party man, and passed over in tho general promotion.** Ho 
attributOB his appointnionl to Dacca to ilonghton Rous who belonged to the Francis party. This 
letter i n which a Collector writes to the Ccvernor-Goneral. — ‘• T have not tho honour of being 
personally acquainted with you *' is doubly rciuarkable, as coming from oiio who had booa 
ed with the Ggreiner-Genorars oppouoata. Lives of the Lindsays, Vol. Ill, p. 159 
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No* 36. 

To Joh:? Siiakespbah, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Sylhbt : 

2GM February 1778, 

Gentleman, 

^BaUalkm Accompanying I have the pleafiure to transmit yon the Treasury Accounts 
^ of this province, for the month of Maugf 1 1 87, as likewise Lieutenant Hcntley^s 
receipts for the pay of the detachment of the Chittagong Lattaliou stationed 
here for the month of January and Eebriiary. 

Agreeable io your orders of the 2nd December, I have advanced Sheik 
Gholam llosscin, elepliaiit^s darogliaon the part of the Nabab, such sums as 
he has applied for : his receipt amounting to A. Rs. 6,330, 1 take tho liberty 
of enclosing you. 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindbat. 


No. 37. 

To JOHH Shakhspbae, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Stlttet : 

I Uh March 1778. 

Gentleman, 


OnrTODBeoTy Mahamcil Ally, Zemindar of Currenscery, a small pergunnah undo’’ this 
^emindary. Province, of 200 oawns annual jumina, dying last year, left behind him a 
mother, a widow, daughter and brother,^ by wliom the .succession to the zemin- 
dary is now cont^stcvl. The widow of the deceased, to establish her claim, pro- 
duces a will executed by the (^liowdry a few days before his death, eonstitut ing 
her sole heiress and executrix to the estate. Tlie mother of Mahomed Abed does 
not dispute the title she has to the effects and moveables of the deceased, but 
objects to the right the chowdry had to betiucatli hie zemindary, which he did not 
purchase but reversed io him from his ancestors. It is a point which I would 
not take upon myself to determine, but consulted the Caniingocs on tho subject. 
Their sheraiiamah, or report respecting the establislud customs of the country, 
in consequence of the questions 1 ]Voi>oseJ to them, I take the liberty of 
enclosing, by which it appears that, in cases of the lik(j nature, the zemindary, 
when their heirs male [die], is never inherited by the female branch, who by. ^ 
countermarrying with the z?mindarsor chowdrios of the neighbouring per- 
gunnahs, and carrying along witli them their share of the lands, would entail 
a great confusion upon the country. Both ]>arties await your determination on 
the subject which 1 beg to be favoured with, and have the honor to subscribe 
myself* 

Gentleman, your, etc., 

B. Lindsay, 
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No. 38. 

[Roceivod tho 10th April.] 

To Mr. Robret Lixobat. 


Dacca : 

mh March 177S. 


Sir, 

Wo have received your Icttor of thrt 14th irnfeant. A« wo nn lcrstand Uio CnTron^^^nry 
cauflo therein refoiTod to has been deoido.l in the Dewany Adaiilut at Svll»ct, 
it can bo reversed only by an appeal regularly made. Wo, thereforo, re<iii 08 t 
that you direct the parties to attend before our Board* 


We are, Sir, etc., 

J. SllAKESPEVU. 
WlLLIAif IIOLLOND. 
G. IlATcn. 


No. 39. 

[Received tho 2i8t J uly.] 

To Mr. LtNDSAY. 

Dacca : 

Theim April 177?. 

Sir, 

Wo now enclose you a petition frojji Doolut D.is, an inhabitant f)r Sylliet, 
which includes various complaints ai^ainst Moniedcehaiul. WiJ you 

will j^rant a particular and lull investigation of those co«fi[)lnints, l'.?rmi!r^^ 
regular proceedings on them which you ;will bo pleased to transmit ti uj 
when completed. 

• V\c aro, ere., 

J. SlFAirEy' -KAll. 
WiLIUAM IIOLLOXO. 

G. Hatch* 

IIy. Lonac. 

The Pelition of Doolut Das^ iuhahiCnni of Sylket. 

The piirgnnnds Azzaunah Snttic, Doavdoc, Zuffcrgurrali, Orung.ihand, 
Badhusnr, Banjikund, Aguaram, etc., talooks 1 purchased, according to Cawal* 
lahs and (MioudJric Suunuds, under the seal of Ilakecms, and which are now 
in my poBsession. However, tho Dewan Maunickchaud, collecting with thf^ 
Zemindars, would not give me possession, 1 also purchased tho ta^ooks ox 
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Mhalkliadah in pcri^nnnali Purtaub G^ra, the Sunnad Choudrai of which are in 
the name of my sou Sahabbiam and \inder the seal of tlic Hakeems and in my 
posscFsion. Radahriim Gomasta, by colluding with the said Dewan, has 
obtained the poBFC-sioTi of the whole of the talooks, and withholds the 
payments rf eonsidcnble sums that is due to mo. The said Dowan also disposed 
me of Haut Barra Pnrah atid Nowazesh Gunge that were under my zamindary, 
and gave them in farm to another. The same part of the zemindary of 
pergunnah lloosearkulj etc., was allotcd for the wages of the Sairahdara 
and wiitt. n ac(v>rding to tlie Snnnud of the flakcom in the name of my son 
Huckoomat Kara ; the tunkaw of which, the said Dewan made hazeaft, and 
collects revenue, so the Sairahdars used to revenue on account of the Tumkaw 
2 oawn 4 pun for every rupee ; that now the above Dewan demands the 
double. Kirparam, the Goinaslah of the said Dewan, has forcibly taken 
possession of a haut in jiorgunna Shaibauk, Rlanikporc, Arzarah Suttie, and 
the land of Chuidood, which 'were included in the purchase of my zernin- 
dary. The wages of the Mukundleskcr Pinzaubcc, whitdi was annexed to my 
serrah is also raa«le ha/caft ; now the f-aid Dewan takes them for Pinjaube 
and for the time that they served he gave them no wages, P>y a Sunnud 
of the Ilakim^s whii^h is in my name, also a purwannah which I have under 
the seal of the Comp iny, I was allowed to collect on every boat that brought 
goods for sale or carried a\vay any, one pun of cowries on account of 
Taukoor Sevoy. The said Dewan, by the collusion of the Zomindarar, will 
not permit me to collect it. l\Iy nephew, Tillook Chand, was appointed 
from the Presence to the khidinut ftlushroofic of the King's Revenues, 
and has got a Dewanoe »Snnnud for it in Lis possession ; the said Dewan 
abolished the above Sberistah, also made Bazeaffc the allowance that was 
allowed on account of the Slieritt.ih from Pcrgunnih Pangokaund. Sahabram 
and Jaigovind got a Ilookumnainali, and wore appointed from the Presence 
to tlio Tavildar or to the Mu>x>rufic Slicrryut Punnah Busincs?. 
Mr. AVilliarn JFollond signed their iJctition, and ordered the Dewan to put 
them in possession on ilieir liusincss, according to the Hookumnamah. How- 
ever, he, tlirough enmity, did not do it. \Vc were formerly appointed 
to the business of t^xe Salt Mhals, according to the Dtiwaiice Sunnud in 
my name. Mr. Harri--,’ n])fiii receiving a note from Mr. Cartier, made an 
cncjuirv, and gave me a Sunnud, whicli Sunnud is in ray poscsssion. The 
farmers (lis] possessed me and sell their own sa't, also prevent my people 
selling salt in 51 shops, which are rny Clmmlunah Jammah, I was also 
appoinletl to the paun inlial, according to a sunnud from the Presence 
in my name. The said Dewaii has appointed another farmer to it, and 
di>x*^ss( St cJ nio. On recount of the.'-c oppressions, I am unable to remain in 
my native country, and am, therefore, a complainant at the Presence. I beg 
you will xvrife to Mr. Ijindsay to make an enquiry into every circumstanos 
and to give me poKbession. 

A true copy, A True Translate, 

Wm. IIun'ier, (Signed) T. P. Beoughton, 

Secretary. Amstant Persian Translator. 

^ JftnicH IFfirri?*, of irutnic**! MisH JTcnriotta Thackeray, whoae siator Jano married 

Major .Ta ■. JftuiiflK Iho >7rf'r»t Cicoj'rniilif r. hciso ladies wero siutcrti of Wm. Thackorav, thft 
NoTeliet’H grand father, and Kobident iit h'ylhot. 
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No. <t0.i 

[Received the 15th 

To Robert Lindsat. 

Dacca. : 

TAe April 1778, 

SlR^ 

The Nawab having thought p’^opor to appoint a new Darogha^ at Sylhet, Paroghe, 
I novi furnish him with lliis iulroduction to you. I don't find that be 
pO'BOS^es any directions for taking up money on account of tho elephant 
charges. You will, therefore not make any payments to hiuii without pro* 
viouj advice from hence. 

I am your most obedient Servant, 

J. SUAElSPHiAB. 

His name is Mcer Aoor Ally, 


No. 41. 


To tha Hon^blelRonruT Lixd3ay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Sir, 


Fort Witj.tau : 

TAe Ibl/t May 177«. 


On the 5th August 177(5 and the Clh May 1777, orders were issued to xrojiRnry Ae- 
all the Provincial Councils and Collectors to send thoir monthly Treasury coqu(». 
Accounts and estimates oE their probable resources and di>bursemcnts for one 
month in advance, agreeably to particular form.s transmitted them, to the 
Governor General in Council. No separate copy of these Circular Orders 
was forwarded to yon, because it was supposed that the balance in your hands 
would be included in the Dacca Tr 'asury Account, but, as that does not appear 
to be tho case, 1 now enclose copies of tho Cirt uhir Orders, which you will lioiicc- 
forward be pleased to attend to, commencing with 1st April ITii S. 

I am, etc., 

J. P. Aukiol, 


Secretary* 

Copy of a Liilsr to the Trovinctal Council of Uevenv^e^ dated the hlh August 

1776. 

The Hon'ble the Court ^f Directors having bejn pleased to direct that 
monthly statement of the balance in your Treasury shall be regularly sent 
to the Presidency, wo transmit you a copy of their orders : in consequence 
whereof we have thought it necos.sary to adopt a new form for the. accounts 
required of you in future, which we enclose for your guidance ; and, as many 
of the llevenue Councils have been remiss in complying with our former 
orders for monthly cstimatos of resources and disbars j meats, wo peremptorily 
require you to draw out the accounts henceforwaril in the manner prescribed 
in the present form, and to despatch them punctually to us by the 2nd 
day of each month closed to tho end of the preceding month. W'e have 
directed the Secrjtary to lay before us on tho 15th of every 


^ Holograph letter. 1 *See letter Mo. 183. 
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Troaenry 

AccoiuitB* 


montli sucli account as he may then haTc received in oonscquenco of these 
Orders, and we ehall not fail to take proper notice of any that may bo 
deilcicnt. 

J. P. AuaioL, 

Secy. 

Ed tract of a General Letter from He Court of Directors^ dated the IBM 

IJecembcT 1775. 

31.— In order, therefore, to obtain from time to time a more 
perfect cash account, we direct that our Fubordinate Kevenue Councils transmit 
cat^h accounts every month, dated the same day of the montli, and tint tliey 
specify the date and amount of their last remittance to the Khalsah, tliat you 
may bo certainly informed whether such remittance be received at the Presi- 
dency or not. You are then to state the bahmee of the Khals ili Treasury for 
the same day as the accounts of the subordinate treasuries are made up to, and 
to transmit such accounts properly adjusted to us, by every ship, for our 
information. 

A true extract, 

J. P. AU£T0L, 

Sccy. 

[Received the 2‘lih May, answered 
the 1st JiineJ, 

Thinning Treasury Account of lJivi^nQn. 

Bs. By Fort William Pbesidenct. 

To Ealnnoe of our account to Its, 

the end of last month 1,00,000 Keinittcd under the followiD;> 

To Hevenues collected from dut^s, for 1st Aui^ust or 1st 

Ist Au^mst to the Ifct 20,000 Sqjtcmber, inclusive, fiV., 12th 
tieptember, inclusive, Auiriwt. 

One despatch of treasury and by 
bilip as per challau of thiH 
date Sicca ... ... 10,000 

I 20tli JSi'pteiQbcr — one ditto as 

per ditto ... ... 20,000 

Advaiictd to the foctorles. 

Account, the investment. 

As to the troops. 

By chargks. 

Bifebursed on tlnit account. 

Balance of cash iu our bands 
this day. 

Cold Mohurs 0. Rs. 

Siccas „ 

' 

Arcots „ 


STaC'U Rupees. 


Mobur Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees, 

A true copy, 

J. r. AuRiol, 
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[Received tlie 241b May, answered 
1st JUDC,] 

Copy of Circular letter^ dalei the Sth May 1777. 

In otdor to enable ns to proTide for tho occasional emergencies of Iho Aoconnte. 
service by an early Inowledgo of tbe expected Rtvennes of ^our divisic n, 
we desire tbat yuii will add to the monthly amount of actual rcccif ts and dis- 
bursemeuts, w^hich arc now transmitted to us, an eatimato in tho following 
form, vi5,— 

Ralanco in hand as above. 

Probable rcceijits of next month. 

Probable assets of June. 

Deduct for (lisburscTiiouts of ditto. 

Semaius expi'ctcd balance. 

A true copy, 

J. P, AnnioL^ 

Seey. 

Ko. 42. 

To John SuAKEsrEAn, Fsq., 

Chici, and l^rovincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Byt.iikt, 

The rm of June 177S, 

Genileman, 

Accomprnying I have the pVasurc tr.'.nsrait you the ncccimts of this 
province for tho month of Bysack with two bills of exchange, account tlio 
revenues of the present year, vis. : — 

• Ks, a p. 

1, Drawn by Mr. II. Eaitt on Mr. Matthew Day for • 2,000 0 0 

Goat Poorah. 0 

1. Ditto upon Gholam Nubby of Dacca ... .S,9S0 8 0 

G. P. Es. 5/J80 S 0 

The roof of an old brick building, made use of as the treasury, having PnVic 
fallen in, I have ordered it to be repaired, and the cowries lo be deposited in a 
ghola. An estimate of tho charges repairing the same, amounting to 
A. Rs., I take the liberty of enclosirg, and hope you will give mo permission to 
insert it in my next month’s accounts. 

The annual allowance for building and repairing the Cutcherry and other 
straw offices is already expending, they Iiaving been twice burnt down in tho 
course of the dry season. 

I am, etc., 

B. Likdsat. 
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Ko. 43. 


To Mr. Ltndsat. 


Dacca» 

The June 1778. 


Sir, 

Totition of We herewith scud you a petition one Hndgy Fazcl Ally delivered to 

Hadgy Fazcl^jj, one Budleraui. We request that you will examine in to the complaintg 
of the petitioner^ and render him redrossj if they are founded in truth. 


We are. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Serranta, 


J. SlIAKEsrKAB. 
W"m. Hollond. 
O. Hatch, 

Hy. Lodgb. 


I went to Cacliar in order to purchnsc clophants, etc. With a great deal of 
trouble and difiicnlty and at a great expense of cowrie I bought live elephants. 
Hadgy Fuzel Ally then came, with a gr^»at body of people, and forcibly 
attacked my hou^e, took from me the live olephants and all my ready money 
and goods, and, having kept me in conQnomint seventh months, reduced me to 
the point of death. I nm, therefore, hopeful that an order to Mr, Lindsay may 
be granted me that he, summoning the said Hadgy Fuzel Ally into his 
■prescn^*e;, may restore me my right. Besides to you, Gk.nt!oman, to whom can 
1 app'y for redress against violence ? 

A true copy, 

C. Buebowes. 

Secy. 


jN 0* 44. 13acoA| 

[Beceivt-d tho 17th July.] 

The 3rrl July 1778. 

To Mr, LiynsAT, 
at Sylhet. 

Sm, •• 

Wo have received yonr letters of the 24th and 25th Juno with tho 
several accounts enclosed. 

Wo hav.j written to the Presidency in resppct to the letter you hav'o 
received from the Secretary to the Public Department. You will, there fore/ 
disciutlniic s nding any accounts in consequence of that requisition until you 
Lear fuitUor from u.^,^ However, wc desire at the foot of each Aonthly Treasury 
Acc ount you will annex an account of the probable receipts and disbursements 
for the ensuing months. 


' ^ As a rpatter of factj LiudBay bad lont his accoontB to the ProBidency on tho very day tb** 
letter arrived. 



SYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


S3 


Wo further desire that from the commencement of the new year, you 
accounts may be entirely drawn in cowries, as the placing a nominal value 
upon them in rupees occassious confusion in our accounts. 

Wo are, Sir, etc., 

J. Shakespeik. 
Wm. HolloNd. 
G. Hatcb. 

Hr. Lodqb. 


Ifo. 46. 

To TBB Hoh’blb Mb. Lindsat at Sylhet. 


Dacca, 

The 13//4 July 1778. 


Sir, 

• As war has been declared between Great Britain and. France, it is War with 
necessary that every subject of France who may bo found within your limit 
should bo made prisoner. For your guidance I enclose your copy of the 
Hon’ble Governor General in Council’s order upon tho subjeet, to which 
your rule carefully attend. From such persons as may bo found at Sylhet in 
the character of gentlemen, and on whose word you are of opinion rcli.ince may 
bo had, you will accept their parole, and release them, but any stragglers 
must be sent down prisoners. The parole should be taken in writing and 
express that they will immediately to piocced to Dacca and surrender them* 
selvei to me. 


I am, Sir, etc., 

J. SnAKESPEin. 


No. 46. 

To Mb. John SnAKisvRAB, 

Chief, and Council at Daeca. 

Fobt William, 

* The m July 1778. 

Gbntleman, 

In consequence of a declaration of war which was made by the Court of War with 
Great Britain against FAnce on the 18th March last, and by the France ^i*"®** 
against England on the 30th of tho same month, we do hereby recom- 
mend you to send a military force to the French factory to demand of the 
Chief the surrender thereof with all stores and other effects, both public and 
private, into your hands. Such of tho inhabitants as will pass their parole 
may be permitted to remain in quite possession of their houses, but all the 
subjects of France, either within the French factory or in their places within 
the limits of your authority who shall refuse or evade to give their parole are 
to be seized and made prisoners. 
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In case of a rcfasal to deliver up the factory as demanded, yon will 
immediately take possession by foree. 

You will cause an inventory to bo made of all the effects which shall be 
delivered up and transmit a copy of the same to us, taking proper care to 
preserve them untouched. 

We are, etc., 
rWAWtEN Hastinos. 

(Signed) 3 Richard Harwell. 
i P. Francis. 

(.Edward Whiler. 


A true copy, 

Wm. IIdntek, 

Astiitant Secretary. 


No. 47. 


tJniieoBflod 

Snropeani. 


[Received the 27th July.] 

To Be Likdsat. 

Jtdij nth, 1778. 

SlSy 

I enclose your extract from the Hon^ble Governor and Councils Orders 
to which I desire your particular attention and obedience. If there arc in 
Sylhet any respectable persons, on whose word you can rely, and who promise 
immediately to repair hither, there is no occasion for their being accompanied 
by a guard, but you must insist on their coming to Dacca without any delay, 
informing them that attemj)t to elude the order will certainly be followed 
by their seizure. Any of the lower class, who you imagine are likely to 
abscondi must be sent down conformably to orders. 


I am, etc.. 


c J. Shakesfiar. 

P. S.— The publication of the Hon'blo Governor-General and Council, of 
which you have co^y enclosed, must first be notified to all the British subjects 
residing in Sylhet. 

Extract of a letter from the Jloffhle Governor-General and CotinciL 

We enclose a publication which you will be pleased to notify to the 
British subjects within your jurisdiction. 

You will also give orders for seizing and securing any other foreigners, 
not being the known dependents of the Danes or Dutch, and all vagrants 
of whatever nation ; that is to say, persons not having a regular license for 
their residence in this country, who may be found within tho limits of your ^ 
authority, and transport them immediately to the Presidency under proper* 
guards. 

A true extract, 

C« BlJRKOWXS, • 
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Fort William, 
The Wth July 1778. 


The Hon’blo Governor-General and Counoil having reeeivod certain War with 
intelligence that war was declared by the Court of Great Britain against 
France on the 18th March 1778 in London, and by the Court of France 
against England on the the 3Uth of the same month at Paris, the Huu'ble 
Governor-General and Council do, therefore, notify the same to all subjects 
of his Majesty under their protection. 

By order of the Hon’blc the Governor-General and Conneil. 

J. P. Ahkiol, 

Secretary, 

A true copy. 

C. Bubbowks, 

Seereiary. 


No. 48. 


To J. P. Aubiol, Esq., 

Secretary. 


SvLniT, 

The nth July 1778. 


Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 15th May, with the different enclosures, 
but as the Chief and Provincial Council of Dacca do not consider me as a "^blio 

Public Collector, have this day received a letter from them, informing mo that CoUoctor. 
they haA'c reason to suppose that you addressed me by mistake, and direct me 
to transmit no accounts whatsoever to the Presidency without their immediate 
orders. 

o I am, etc., 

Lindsay. 


No. 49. 


Dacca, 

The 11^6 July 1778. 


To Mr. Robirt Libosat. 


Sib, 

The Hon’ble Governor-General and Council having wrote to us for the 
following accounts for the use of the Khalsah. Account*. 

Account Settlement. 

Kistbundee. 

Toujeci of Bysaack, Jait and Assar. 

Eatimate Charges. 

* Monthly accounts. 



36 


SYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


We find ourselves unable to comply with these orders from the records in 
our Shcrista, as you have neglected to second class either the Accounts 
Settlement, Kirbundee or Toujee in the Persian and Bengal languages, for the 
Sylhet year 1187, although ten months of that year are now elapsed. 

We do, therefore, desire that you immediately enable us to comply with the 
onlers above quoted, sending down duplicate copies in Persian and Bengals, 
one to serve for our records and the other to go to the Khalsah ; and in future 
it must be observed as a standing order that all accounts whaWor be accom- 
panied with dnplicato copies in the Persian and Bengal languages. 

We shall send down to the Khalsah copies of yonr monthly accounts for 
1187 to the end of Asar, inclusive. 

As the difference between the price for which the cowries have been sold 
and tbe rate at which they stand realised has occasioned some confusion in the 
Sylhet accounts, we desire you will immediately send down a capable mohur to 
assist in their adjustment. You will comply with these directions with all pos- 
sible expedition. 

We are. Sir, 

Yonr most obedient servant, 

J. Shakes? EAU. 

Wm. Hollond. 

G. Hatch. 


Ko. 60 . 


To John Shakespeab, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Rerenuc, Dacca. 

, Stlhet, 

The Z\si July 1778. 


Oentiemah, , 

This and the ensuing months being [the] season of the heavy collection 
in the Sylhet Province, and the close of the revenue of the present year 
approaching, the Zemindars of Bairahparrah, Chowkee, ^inderkonuy,Chowallees 
Tuppah Muzeony and Entah Tuppah Abul Hossam have, according to 
their usual custom, taken refuge in the Hills to avoid discharging the demands 
of the Government. I request you will favour me with orders to dispose of 
one or more of their pergunnahs by public sale, which I have great reason 
to believe will deter the other zemindars from following the like practices in 
future. 

1 am, etc., 

B. Livdsat. 
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No. 61. 

To John SHAKismn, Esq., 

Chief of Dacca, 

Btihit, 

The lull/ \m. 

Sis, 

I am favoured with your letter of the 13th Jnly, respectinf* the declara* 
tion of war between Grciit Britain and Franco, with a copy of the Hon’bla 
Governor-General and Council’s orders on the subject, to which 1 will oaiefuUy 
attend. 

Tlicre is not, at present, to my knowledge any subject of Franco in the 
Sylhet district. If there are any, 1 will obey your directions, and order them 
immediately to proceed to Dacca and surrender themselves to you. 

1 am. Sir, etc., 

R. Lindsat. 


No. 62. 

To JOBM SiiAKGSraiB, Esq. Stlbet, 

(Chief of Dacca). The 28/A July 1778. 

Sir, 

I am duly honoured with your commands of the 17th, with the different 
enclosures, to which I shall pay particular attention and obedience. In a few 
days 1 will d ;spatch to you, under charge of a Ilavildar and three sepoys, 
Antonio, a Fortuguese, Turner and Reid, Englishmen, and Tureme, a subject- 
of Fr.anco. Neither of them being persons on whom 1 have any reliance, I 
have thoiigl.i it necessary to send them down under a proper guard. The other 
Europeans, . greoble to the annexed list, having received information of the 
orders issued at Dacca, in order to elude being oallod down immediately, 
absconded from Sylhet, and have taken up their I'esidence in Ponduah and the 
lands adjacent, which, though without llie Company's districts, are tributary 
to Government. 1 beg to be favoured with an answer whether your order 
includes foreigner and British subjects residing out of the districts. 

I am, etc., 

R. Linssat. 

Raitt, Senior , 

Baitt, Junior. 

Bickb. 

SloNAT. 

Drivsb. 

Sinra. 

Dibioe SuilH. 

Kennbdt. 

Tobxub. 

Tdenbb. 

Bud. 

Dixw. 

Antonio. 

MmtBO, 
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No. 63. 


To John Shakesveab^ and Silbet, 

Provincial Council of Revenue. The July 1778. 

OentlesieVi 

Enclosed I take tke liberty of tranfimiltin^ you a 'ist of tbe goondah 
elephants caught in the Sylhet province, during the course of the present year 
of such that have died and thobc now remaining. I have demanded from the 
Daroglia stationed here on the part of the Nabob eawns 59, GUO, being the 
prime cost of the said elephants due to the zemindars, according to tlie rates 
fixed by the Hon’b e Governor- General and Council. In reply, ho informs me 
that, agreeable to the instructions received from His Excellency, onc-half of 
the elephants caught this seai^on on account of the Nizamnt, and the other on 
account of the Company, and the charges incurred in catching and feeding, 
are to he equally disbursed by both. A division has accordingly been made; 
and one-half of the elephants are now in my possession. I beg to be favoured 
with your answer as expeditiously as possible, how they arc to be disposed of, 

as I can neither... the annual accounts or settle with the khedah mahal 

zemindars, till I reccivo your orders on the subject, the zemindars depending 
entirely on the above sum for discharging the revenuej of their pergunnahs 
now due to the Government. 

By the accompanying list, you will perceive that nearly one-half of the 
elephants caught during the course of the season are dead; from which 
circumstancot upon making a calculation, I find that these new Burviving 
will cost the Company noir Rs. 200 upon their arrival at Dacca, every charge 
included. The expense of feeding them under my care (the Darogha having 
refused to take charge of them) 1 now disburso from tbe treasury. 

( I havCj ete.« 

R. L.ndsay. 

liet of Elephanie in He Sylhet province from the Month of Kartiek to thi 

^Mouth of Bjsack 1187« 


— 

Kalians 

in 

Ehedahs. 

Kallnns 

Goondobs. 

Mianahs 

Ehtdahs. 

1 

Kbords. 

i 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



72 

5 

82 

62 

221 

.t« ••. •■* 

32 

... 

31 

43 

106 

Total xemainiog 

40 

5 

51 

19 

115 
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No. CA. 

[Becoived 18lh August]. 

To Mb. Linosat, Dacca, 

TU mk July 1778. 

Sib, 

We cannot authorize you directly to sell any of the pcrgnnnahs ; however A^BfonduiB 
we desire that, in any case where a zemitidar sliall not pay his rovenuce *“*“ 
regularly and shall absent himself, you will let his lands in farm for tho 
remainder of this and for the ensuing year, at the present jumma. If a 
farmer is not proeurable, wo must rely on you to take measures for preventing 
the interferenoo o£ the zemindar and making the collection direct from tho 
ryots. 


Wc are, 

J. SnAEESFEAZ. 

Wm. IIoi:.i.ond. 

O. Hatch. 

No. 66. 

[Beoeired 28th August.] 

To Mb. Robbbt Likosat, Dacca, 

Th« 4</< August 1778. 

SlB, 

Wc have received letter of tho 27th ultimo cnoiosing tho Sylhet account Aoconntt. 
for Assar, from which wo observe that the balance in your Treasury is very 
large. We therefore desire you will despatch the whole as soon as possible. 

We arc, 

J. Sha^speax. 

Wm. IIollonb. 

G. Hatch. 


No. 66. 

• [Becelvcd the 3rd September.] 

To Mb. Bobbbt Libosat. Dacca, 

18#A August 1778. 

Sib, 

We have r^eived your letter of the 29th July, Whereby it appear that Sleplisate. 
uutoll the division of the elephants took place, the whole charge of catching 
and feeding has been disbotBod by Nabob's Darogha, bat that he has not paid 
•ny^t of the itipulated price to be allowed to the zemindars for ea ch 
^epbsnt. 
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* The Nabob must certainly be debited for one-half of the original price paid 
per head to the zemindarsi but he must also^ on the other hand^ haje credit 
with the Company for one-half of the charges defrayed by his Agent. 

Wo must desire, therefore, that you will immediately proved to an adjust- 
ment of accounts with the Darogha, and, after equally dividing the total 
amount charges between the Company and Nabob, you will require from 
Daroglia a receipt or certificate from the balance which may appear due from 
him. The other half you will debit Account Elephants, giving credit to the 
Bylhft revenue for the amount of the original price allowed to the zemindars. 
In short .the whole expence to the time of the division of the elephants, in- 
cluding every charge must first be clearly and exactly ascertaino l. One-half 
whereof is to be charged to the Company and the other to the Nabob ; and, 
to make it more clear, we send a form of an account current, which will serve 
to guide you- 

In respect to the charges for the Company. •received since the parti- 

tion, you must debit also the Account Elephants, and continuo to disburse them 
from the Treasury, until the further orders, but in this wc must recommend 
you the greatest accuracy, for should they cost the Company 200 Rs, each, 
it is not improbable that the contractor may reject them, in which case the 
loss will fall on the Company. 

As the Ilon'ble Board oE Inspection require from us a particular account 
cf tbe age, height and sex of each elephant, we desire yon will transmit as a 
return accordingly, and also an exact list of tame elephants at Sylhet retained 
there for the purpose of catching others. 


We are. Sir, 

J. SUAKESPSAE. 
Wm. IIollokd. 
O. Hatou. 


No. 67. 


To John Suakbspeae, Esq., Biluet. 

Chief, and TrovinciM Council of Revenue. 

[Not dated.] 

Gbstleubn, 

Your letter, dated the llth July, I only received yesterday morning. 
Agreeable to your commands, I have the honour to transmit you the folletring 

accounts : — 

Duplicate of the Settlement of 11S7 in Persian and Bengali. 

Ki.stbiindcc ditto ditto. 

Eetimatc charge, from the commencement to the end of the year US? in 
English, duplicate oE the same in Persian and Bengali. Towjees lor Bysack* 
Jcyte and ct Assar ia English. Duplicate of the same m Persians and 
Bengali. 
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To complete the payment of the Assar kUts, you will perceive a balance Balance of 
of 1,21, 18SS cairns ouistandiuff, the particulars of which I have taken the 
liberty to explain, and have the pleasure to inform you tlmt 1 have the prospect 
of having it [in] my power to render you a Batiufactory account of the 
revenues at the expiration of the month of Rawdon. 

I am, eto.| 

B. Linosat. 

No. 68. 

To John SHAHEspBAa, Esq. 8ylb£T| 

(Chief of Dacca). The ^th September 1778* 

8ib, 

The Zemindar of the Turroff pergunnah having ahsoluHy refuse! to Ttirmfl poi 

r ^y the rent of the Segah and lloujray lands they hold dependent on Sylhet, 
have thought it condusive to the interest of the Company to send seapoys Moujriy.*** 
upon the said lands, either to compel them to pay their revenues or send a go- 
mastah to Sylbet. 

It is necessary for me to acquaint you with this cirounfsfance, in case 
Zemindars mis-represent the fact, and make use of it as a pretence for delaying 
the payment of their Kists collected at Dacca. 

1 am iiorry I am under the necessity of troubling you with a complaint Anmnirporo 
against the A urungpore Zemindars, who, from the great disturbance that they 
are from Dacca, and their actions not cognizable by the Phouzedary of this dukoiti. 
Province, openly protect and encourge dekoyts to settle in their [)orgunnah, Avho 
have made a practice for sometime past to waylay and plunder the boats 
coming to l^lbet with treasure, killing the dandies and manjeos. Last night 
Annopsing, a deserter from the Chittagong detnclimcnt stationed here, and 
who, from the protection he finds in Aurangpore, has lately taken up his n-si- 
dence in that pergunnah, entered with armed force the town of Syliiet, and broke 
open a house belonging to Rogu Mullicl^from whence he carried everytliing that 
was moveable on board of boats provided for that propose. The neighbourhood * 
being alarmed, he made his escape, after murdering a servanti belonging to the 

family, having run him through the body, with Aurungabad iergunuub, 

where ho now remains. 

, I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


. No. 69. 

[Received 10th August.] 

To tBB HoM'ata Mt. Likdsat 

(at Sylhet). 


Dacca, 

The &th September 1778. 


A detacbment is now going to Sylbet which will complete the party Chittagong 
.Imdy there to the number of 50 private and their officere. This you will consi- ^'*t*ehmc->t. 
der ax the relief to the Chittagong detachment, and intimate to the Command* 
ing. Officer that be may now jdhi bis Battalion comformably to tbe orders. I 
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t|ke it for granted he has received from Captain Ellerker. Should a further 
reioforcezneut be necessary, it will be ordered as soon^as the arms and accoutre- 
ments arrive for the new levies. 

I am, etc.> 

J. SHAKESrSAE. 


No. 60 . 

[Ucccived the 16 th September]. 

To TBB Hoi'blb Mr. Lindsay Dacca, 

(at Sylhet). The 8M September 1778. 

Sib, 

Hatch to form I am directed by the Chief and Council to inform you that they have 
appointed Mr. George Hatch to superintend the collections at Sylhct^ That 
Gentleman will proceed in a few days to his station, in order to form the settle- 
ment for the ensuing year, and they hope you will have completed the 
accounts, and collections by the time he arrives. 

Your letter of the 3rd instant and the several enclesnres have been duly 
received. 

I am etc., 

C. Bubrowes. 
Secretary, 


No. 61 . 

[Rprclred the24ih September.] 

To TUB Hos'blb Mb. Lindsay Dacca, 

(at Sylhet). The \^th Seplemher 1778. 

8ib, 

Torrnph per- The Chief has laid before us your letter to him of the 4th. The Sijum- 
gnnosh. Turruph is now written to giv^ every assistance for the recovery of the 

rent of the iSegah and Mugnasay, lands belonging to the Zemindars of that 
pergunnah, but( dependent on Sylhet, and the pnrwannah goes under this 
cover. 

We desire yon will send us a Persian account of the balance due on this 
account till the end of thq Sylhet year 1187, in case the Sizawull docs not 
immediately remit it to you, that we may take measures for the recovery, 
but we also request that you will not send any sepoys into the Turruaph per- 
gunnab, as it may put the revenue to risk. 

We shall take measures in the Phouzdar for p’atting a stop to the distur- 
banocs occasioned by the Aurungpore people, and the Chief will write you fur- 
ther upon the subject with the orders that will be stut from the Phouzdar. ^ 

We are, etc., 

J. SnAKESPEAB. 

Wm. H 0 LT. 0 SD. 

G. Hatch. 

» A fiTa-yearf) Sottlcmont had been formod by tho Committeo of Circuit in 1772, and the eolloe- 
tione wore placed in the h'lnda of a farmer : but apparently in 1775, Wm* Hollond, a? a member 
of the Dacca Connoil, was Hont " to offset a Hottlcment with tho Sylhet landholderR, wiib powers to 
COBS with roTcnno, or levy a rent from those lands hold on military tonnro.” (Liven oj I he Lindeny 
Vol. Ill, pa^e l&i.) Lindsay says tho rent roll sabmittod by Hollond amounted to Es. 25.000 per 
annum. Hut tho other members of tho l?ar'ou Conncil " held tho settlement in dcrieion." It 
does not appear t^t Hatch Tisitod Sylhet. Lindsay (Op. Cit., page 171) refers to a now member 
of neo^ fortune “with a prior claim to the appoiatmont that I then held ’* being appointed 
by tho Dacca Council to takeover charge of Sylhet. Lindsay on receiving intelligODCo proceeded 
to Caloatta, and by aid of the influonce of t ho wifo of Mr.Justlce Hyde, sccared not only his office, 
but indepondouco of Dacca : hut this incideot must have taken placo At A later time. Eoi informa- 
tion coucoming Q. Hatch, see tho Dinaipw Ditirict Hecjrdt, 


ES 
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No. 62. 


[ReotiTed tia 4tli Octoli«r.J 
To TBB Bon’slb Mb. Linsiay, 
at Sylliet. 


Dicci, 

Tie iind Seftmier 1777. 


Sib, 

Tho bearer ot tbii is Mr. Templer’s* Darorha, irho goes now to Sjihet, on 
his part to raise tho Company’s half share Of the elephants caught last year. 
As Mr. Tempter objeots to the division, which was made when there was no 
person on his part to chase for him, we desire that you will cause a new divi- 
sion to take place, leaving the Nabah’s and Mr. Tempter's Darogha to ohuse 
alternately. 

We are, etc., 


Ooternment 

Klophant 

Agont'fl 

Dfttogab. 


J. SBAXBSPBABi 
Wu. 11^.10110. 
0. Haiob. 


No. 68. 

To JoHB SBABIsraAB, Esq., 

Chief, and Provinoial Council, Dacca. 


SitHBi : 

Tie 1st October 1778. 


GlBnBMBN, 

I am duly favonredwith your commands ot the iSth September, and 
so we have tho pleasure to transmit you Mr. Richardson’s rec ipts tor 
the different sums paid out of tho Sylhet Treasury for the years 1 185 and 
1186, amounting in all to 1,00,0U0 cawns ol cowries. 

There are no accounts or vouchers of any kind in the duftcr here for tho^^^jJ****^^ 
years 1183 and 1184, when upon Mr. Thackeray’s leaving Sylhet, the Public Ikackstar. 
Records were carried along with him, \ud deposited, I understand, with the 
Dewan at Dacca. , 

1 bare, etc., 


R. Libosat. 


No. 64. 

To JOHH Shakbsybab, Esq., 

Chief, etc.. Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

• Stihxt : 

The 6a October 1778. 

OBmEHAB, 

Accompanying I have the pleasure to transmit you the following accounts *^*^^*”' 
and enclosures 

Treasury Account. 

Charges Zemindary. 

, Charges Collection.. 

> For Templor. Son Price : Som» Ohurvatitm and Semrki on a late PMicatian eatitlei Traw^ 
inMunfe, Asta, and A/rica," 17W, Pages CS*"*). 
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Principles of 

•usning 

fieltlement. 


Chargees general of the Sylhet Province for the month of BawdoDj with 
duplicates of the same in the Persian and Bengal languages 


••• 


iN'o. 1. A hill of exobar^ drawn bj Birjoo Lai Scia or Anan- 
dram Mulliok for Q. P. 

Ifo. 2. By Mr. Baitt on Mr. Burncifc 
Ko« S. By me on G. Nubbj ••• 

Ko. 4. Ditto ditto ditto ••• 

Ko. 6« A Toeeipt of the Nabob* s Agont for 
No, 6. Ditto ditto ditto 

Mo. 7. An Inroico of Treasure ... 

Total ••• 

No, 8. An inroioe of rotiriee ••• 

9. Ui^to ditto 

Total ••• 

Ko. 10. A bill of exchange drawn by mo on Kerretraraim 


Bs. 

1,687 

1,6U0 

2,000 

2.250 

4.462-8 

2,200 

14.099 

24.090 


68,000 

62,00(1 


126.000 


1.S56-3-16-2 


I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. C5. 

[Received the 26kh October,] 

To THE IIon’blb Mu. Lindsay, 

at Sylhet, Dacca 

TAe hth October 1778. 

Sib, 

We desire yon will immediately proceed on forming the Rcttlement of 
Sylhet for the ensuing year. We must recommend to you to adhere as near 
as possible to the Bundibust of 1187. No reduction or allotment mui^t be 
allowed in the jummah of* any zemindary or talook without the express 
sanction of the llon'ble Governor-General and Council. Should you, therefore, 
deem any abatement absolutely requisite you must lay beiore us minutely the 
particulars on which yon ground your opinion of rsuch necessity and wait 
our reply before you iinally conclude. 

With all such zemindars and talookdars as are willing to hold their lands 
upon the terms of 1187, you will finally close. Tiic ^Settlement is to bo 
only for the t>3rm of one year and to be made direct with the zemindars. Wc 
have been positively prohibited by the Governor- General and Council to accept 
any raaulzamin, arzarnin or other security in any case whatever. The lands are 
to be answerable for the rents and to be considered as the only security. 
For your more particular information, we enclose you a copy of the Hon’blo 
Governor-Geneial and Councirs Orders upon this subject, to which we desire 
your implicit obedience. 
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Wc mast recommend to you so to form tfce Kistbiindy that the r^’iits may 
be pnnctually paid within the mouth, and to make the latter Lists as light as 
possible. 

We arc, etc., 

J. SuAKESi’ras. 

Wu. Hollono. 

Circular. 

To Mb. John Shakbspbab, 

Chief, and Council of Ravenuo at Dacca. 

Fort WituAM : 

The 'iQlhJune 177H, 

Gentlemen, 

We desire that you will not on any account whatever demand or accept any soenrity for- 
seenrity from the Zamindars '^ilh whom the settlement of the current year is tiddon. 
made, even thoush the Zemindars thcms-elvcs should solicit it ; ami, if in any 
settlement already made, any security shall have heen accepted for the Zemin- 
dars’ engaarements, that, in such caae, you release the security from his engage- 
ments, and declare in all cases that the Zemindar’s lands shall be security ior 
the payment of the stipulated rents. 

We are, etc., 

A true copy, (Signed) Wabbbh Uasiinos, etc. 

Wa. IIdnter, 

Assistant Secretary. 


No. 6G. 


To John Shakbspbab, Eaq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca 


STtHBT 


The 16th October 1778. 

Gehtlehen, 

Agreeable to your commands of the B2nd ultimo, I have delivered over to 
the contractor agent 56 elephants, viz., 23 Callans, 25 Mianahs and 8 Khords, 
and now have the pleasures enclosing you his receipts for the same. I have 
also, conforming to your orders, caused a new division to take place, leaving the 
Nabab’s and Mr. Templar’s Darogbas to chuse alternately. There remain still 
five large goondah elephants, of which the Agents on the part of the Nabab 
refuse to make any division, aledging that the Hon’ble Company have hitherto 
<Mi1y claimed one half of the khedah elephants and not of the goondahs. As 1 
find that this has actually been the case, I request to be favoured with instriic* 
tions whether 1 am to claim a share or not. 1 only beg leave to remark that 
tbo goondah straggling elephants are of mnoh more services th^^ n those in 
kbe&hs which are mostly female. There are remaiaing at Sylhet only win* 

koonkies or tame she-ekpbanta used for the purpose of oatcUng others. 
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Thie number is much too few to attend the different khedahs^ and to this 
alone I ascribe the loss of 100 of the strongest and largest elephants that have 
died this season. In a former letter 1 in formed the balance that 217 were 
caught, of which only 112 are now survivinu:^ exclusive of the 5 goondabs. If 
it is, therefore, the intention of the Hon^ble Govenor- Genii ral to continue the 
catching of elephants this ensuing season, I take the liberty of recommending 
an additional number of 16 koonkies to bo k«^pt at Sylhet, of whom the Nabab 
will furnish one half. There are many old and infirm elephants among these 
now divided unfit for any other service whatever. I boG: to be favoured with 
your answer on this subject soon, the elephants will be despatohei from 
Sylhet the end of next month. 

I bave^ etc., 

B. Ltnosat. 


No. G7. 

[Rorcivoil (;th Is’ ovombi*r.] 

To THE IIox'ble Mu. Lindsay, Dacca : 

at Sylhet. 15a October, 177S. 

Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 1st and 4tli instant, and their several 
enclosures, excepting that there appears on receipt of Air. Kiehardson’s still 
wanting to compleat the lacdv of caw ns. 

We desire that you will send to us a very minute Aficount of Elephants- 
In the first place a ivturti of those alive and received on behalf of the Company 
or Contractor, specifying their names, height, ago, and sox. In the next 
place the partic ulars of your charges of 21), 850 cawns pai 1 to the zemindars, 
and of 13,250-10 for catching and feeding. Wc hope by this time the division 
has been made in presence of the Contractor's Agent, and that the Elephants 
have heon delivered over to him. 

Wc are happy to observe the snlallncss of the balance, but would have 
wished yon liad as.-.ignc 1 the reasons^ more at large of those balances you 
deem i itoco verable. Wc now desire you will furnish us with such an explana- 
tion, and for the icst due wo trust in your exertions to realize as much as 
possible. 

Wc have some time since sent you instructions to make the Settlement for 
1188, and hope the buoine^ss is in forwardness. 

We are, etc,, 

J. SlIAKhSl'E VR. 

Wy. Hollosd. 

G. Hatch. 


No. 6b. 


To J. SnAKLspEAR, Esq., 

Chief, and Erovineial Oonnoil of Revenuo, Dacca. 


Sylhet : 


Oejitlt.iien, 


27/* October 


S^ttl(»isent for 
llbb S. Y. 


I am duly honour^ with your letter of the 6th instant, and, agreeable to 
your eommamb, have taken the noressarv steps towards forming the Bundabust 
of Sylhet for the year 1188, and will conform as far as lies in my power to the 
orders cf the Board. 
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I would, if possible, avoid making any deviation whatever from the scttlo- 
ment of 118S, bat, from the knowledge I have acquired of the collections, find 
it requisite to submit a few alterations to your considerations. 

Notwithstanding I have been fortunate in realising almost the neat 
Revenues of the Province for these two years pa^^t, some of tht‘ Zemindars have 
been much distressed to pay their rents although it is certain their pevgunnaha are 
not rated higher now than theV have been for their many years back ; but who* 
ther from neglect, the depopulation occasioned by the elephants ami tigers, the 
desertion of the ryotts, account the scarcity of grain, or any particular 
accidental causes, the lands, I am sorry to say, are in a very waste state, Do,inction 
from which it is not possible the Zemindars can recover, unless some rooommeiidoJ. 
abatement is made from tlie present jnmma. 1 l>(»g, therefore, h ave to request 
your sanction for a deduction of r25,00(J cawa-. The sum is small, hut, being 
equally divided among such pergunnahs as are moat heavily cessed, will be of 
considcrablo relief to tho country. 

Enclosed I take the liberty of laying !)cfoi*o you a list of tho proposed 
deductions, and will be happy [if] they moot with ^^our approval. T hope to 
receive your answer eoon in order that 1 may finally close witli the Zeuiiudars. 

• 1 have, do., 

R. LiNnsiY. 


List of Dedn,ciio}U prnpnsieft tohe allowed Zcinindary of Lho Sylhet 
Province and for the damma of 


No. 




Jumtna of ('. W. ra>c(l tor 

Pro]>i» erl (1(. 




tliu 3P.ir 1 187. 


(iuction. 

1 

s 

3 

4 

3 

E : ’.rahfluteo ... 



5,100 7 19 

.3 

300 

5 

Pij aul)gar ... 



G.i'lS 4 

9 

1 

4iH) 

7 

CLaubgant 

t«. 


18. IS.', 0 

13 

0 

770 

8 

inchainultco ... 

• •• 

• •• 

i 

iJi 

10 

1 

2oO 

10 

Duudiloo 




1 

200 

11 

hiiuglali Tuppah 5 annas Corbanally... 

2."i,K'.8 3 17 

1 

50i) 

12 

Cunnyhutlee ... 

• « • 

... 

1 

2 

;< 

600 

15 

lliiiarporo 

• •• 

... 

lOJf.O l.S 

0 

0 

900 

16 

Xliilali Tuppah 10 annas uiotroman 

• •• 

10, .081 i;i 

s 

2 

500 

17 

liagiint 

... 

••• 

05 

17 

3 

17 

19 

Chubb* kal ... 

••• 

ta. 

2,101 13 

7 

0 

200 

30 

JVlottearpare ... 

... 

• •• 

5,82) S 

.2 

2 

600 

21 

Gunganugur ... • 


• a. 

fSl 1 

17 

2 

50 

24 

ShavaziKjro ... 

... 


5.25 i 6 

7 

0 

500 

27 i 

{^hastanayer ... 

••• 


9,230 I.') 

C 

2 

5fjO 

29 

Coorsah 

• •• 

•at 

7.1IO 11 

15 

2 

600 

80 

hahadtirpore ••• 

••• 

• • • 

o.ms .i 

3 

0 

200 

42 

Entah 

... 


12,53.5 4 

9 

3 

600 

43 

Shauibhemagar 

• •• 

• •• 

28,-1 10 8 

16 

3 

600 

44 

Allyuagar 

•fl* 


17,0 H 11 

1 

0 

CnO 

46 

Dulolly ••• 



0,701 10 

16 

2 

500 

46 

Ifarrynager ... 

• •• 

aat 

G,n89 4 15 

0 

500 

63 

Randoegah 

••• 


875 8 

7 

0 

60 

eq 

Atluajaun 

••• 

•a. 

9.622 3 14 

3 

600 


Carriod over 

•»/ 


•■a 

taa 


* M. S. Tory difhcalt to dociphor* 
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List of Deductions propoted to be allowed the Zemindary of the Sj/lhet 
Province and for the Jutuma of 1187— contd. 


No. 




Jumma of C.W. payed for 
tho year 1187. 

Proposed do« 
duction. 


1 

2 

3 


4 


Broil gilt forward 

«.• 

• •• 

... 


• • • 

62 

Cliowkeo • . • 


... 

1,953 G 5 

1 

300 

€4 

Lucliyporo 

• •• 

••• 

4,037 4 5 

0 

6UO 

C9 

Gyasangor 

< • « 

... 

G75 12 11 

2 

07 

70 

Currual ... 

. • . 

• • • 

7,73G 15 0 

0 

600 

71 

Aul gang 

... 

••• 

3.200 5 a 

0 

200 

78 

SilbciTis * 

• • • 

... 

4,420 7 3 

2 

200 

74. 

lUtchic m6 



1,550 7 5 

0 

200 

77 

Mundar candy 


•ft 

8,570 2 0 

3 

1,000 

78 

Bareah ••• 

... 

••• 

C,70r 9 15 

0 

200 

79 

Aaningabad Badisscro 

... 

ft* 

1,999 2 12 

0 

100 


Dacca duckiuMt 

•«% 

•ft 1 

9,708 G 19 

0 

200 

86 

Puttarcali 

••• 

Mt 

5,010 18 19 

0 

200 

89 

Bazoo Banbbarry 



2.982 7 3 

2 

100 

90 

Cozzacliabaiy,«« 


... 

?,178 8 13 

2 

100 

92 

Xhah.ah Banbary 

•.« 

• •• 

4,014 18 19 

0 

200 

93 

Burlekar .«• , 

t.* 

• tt 

1,056 2 1 

2 

60 

99 

Duckiogatach.i* 


• *« 

1,604 10 9 

2 

100 

103 

Jclalporo 


... 

6^463 1 15 

1 

100 

IOC 

Barrumcbaul 


• ft 

6,470 12 6 

2 

600 

107 

Ghowalloss ... 


• •» 

36,919 2 2 

2 

-► 1,600 

109 

Bingah 

•t* 

• It 

18,078 14 12 

1 

900 

111 

BuHconagor ... 

• •• 

• tt 

2,676 3 16 

2 

100 


Carriod ctot 


•ft 

tl* 









SYLHET DISTKICT EECOBDS 


49 


Litt of Heduetiont proposed to he allotoed the Zemindary of Sylhet Province 
and/or the Jumwa of 11S7 — concld. 


No. 


1 J umma of C . W jinyocl for 

1 the jeur 11M7. 

1 Proposed 

1 dodui'tion. 


3 

1 ^ 



4 


Brought over ••• 


1 •• 



It. 

117 

1 

Barrah parrah ««• 


3,078 

S 12 

2 

400 

118 

Bentungul ••• 

... 

7,508 

4 9 

3 

20*i 

119 

Xiolal 

• • • 

4,721 

2 0 

3 

700 

120 

tJjlsoohah ••• 

• •• 

11,528 

4 11 

2 

800 

122 

Autgang 


2.1)71 

7 1 

3 

100 

123 

Nj'agong ... ••• 

• •• 

1,140 

1 4 

3 

I'O 

126 

Agnah ••• 

« . . 

3,740 

13 11 

3 

2(H) 

127 

Juntroo ... •«. 


3,859 

13 0 

2 

lot) 

128 

Bazoo Suttaruli Saltce ••• 

« • • 

2,153 

1 12 

3 

50 

130 

Joiusha^ ••• ••• 

• •• 

4,010 

1 1 

1 

100 

131 

Bunsy koorah 

... 

9,907 

8 17 

0 

I'Oil 

132 

Oncliayo 

• •• 

10,?33 

4 19 

0 

300 

133 

Bazoo Sonootah 

• « *9 

2,951 

10 12 

3 

201 


Tiippah Md. Najaut Banyachuiig 

ff * * 

10,0(X) 

I 

0 0 


S.'HK) 

87 

Panchouiul Callah 


6,601 

6 1 

3 

ICO 


Buzgimgi' and Berali G. ••• 


i.nj 

0 0 

0 

600 

IIG 

Bunagauiah ... 


8,758 

7 7 

2 

4u0 

112 

Brojoorali ••• . . 

A 


41,719 

3 1C 


500 

61 

w 

Bay loom 


0,001 

6 11 


200 

69 

Mohcrahpore Havilla 

... 

3, <102 

2 2 

H 

. 100 

40 

Moherahp'iro Enteh 


9.'>8 

3 4 


100 

C6 

Gaharpur ••• 

1 

7,76S 

11 2 

3 

600 


GTotal ••• 

••• 1 



25.004 
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No. 69. 

[Received 1st Ifovcmber. ] 

To THB Hom’blb Mb. Lirdsat, Dacca : 

at Sylhet. TAe iltk Oeiober 1778. 

SlB| 

Military ex- It appears by the Sylhot Treasury Accounts that the amount ’ifhich has 
pendituro. been paid to Lieutenant Foster Bjntly is Rs. 29,313-0-4, but we have Mr. 

Bently^s receipts only for the sums mentioned in tlie enclohcd Hht amountiufy to 
accounts Bs. 10,20.5. We request you will immediately transmit to us that 
(xentleman^s receipts for the remainder of the sura. For your guidance you 
will please to observe that the first charge in the Sylhet account as an advance 
to Mr. fiently is Rs. 5.078-0-2 entered iritho month of Aughan. Sylhet year 
11S5. 


Wo are, Sir, cto. 

J. Shakrspear. 
William Hollosu. 
O. Hatch. 

II Y. Looob. 


No. 70. 

To J. Shabbspbab, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

SVLUET ; 

• CIA liovemher 1778. 

Qbntlemar, 

i:i«phante. I ^^^s yesterday favoured with your letter of the 15th ultimo, anrl agreeable 

to your commands, now have the ploaMire to transmit yon n. return of the 
elephants now alive, rect.*ived on behalf of the Company, specifying their numes, 
height, age, and sex, etc., and will in a few days send you down a minute .ac- 
count of the charges ciitehing and feeding 1 hem continued ilown to the 30th 
Riwdon, as also the particulars of the charges 29,S.50 cawns paid the 
Zemindary. 

Cabil Muhamedj Darogha on the pari of the (i! on tractor, who accompanied 
your letter of the 22nd September and attend [ed] the second division of the 
elephants, died two days ago. I therefore request you will send up a proper 
p^'rsOQ to take <‘harge of them, or favour me with orders to despatch them to 
Dacca, when the roads are paSbable. 


1 am, etc., 

R. Lindsat. 
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No. 71. 


To J. SaAKBSVKAB, ESQ., 

Chief and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Si:.iiET : 

Slh November 177S. 

. Gvntlbmax, 

Having purchased from Mr. Moore,* Acig. Attorney for Mr. Thackeray, ® 
the house he built at Sylliet, I take the liberty of requesting you will grant 
me a pottah for the same or some public vouchers that the Hon’blc Company 
have no further claim upon the premises ; otherwise, 1 cannot consider Mr. 

Moore'^s bill of sale as valid. 


I have, etc., 

B. I11.VD8AI. 


No. 72. 


To J. SBiSBSPBAV, E.sq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Bevenne, Dacca. 


Sti.hjbt, 

m Novemhet 1778. 

Gentle 11 AN, 

I am du^y favoured with your letter of the Z7fch October, and agreeable Miiiury cx- 
to your commands now take the liberty of cnclosini^ you seven hills drawn by 
the Chief of Dacc.i on the Dowan amounting* to A.^Rs. Rs. These arc 

the only vouchers of the different advance'^ made Ijieuten.'iiu Bently account 
pay of the Chittatgong- Detachment rcuiaininu: in the Syllict Sherishta, that 
Gantleman^s receipts having been transmit tjd monthly, according to the accom- 
panying abstract. ^ 

The Het yon mention to have enclosed me^ 1 havo not received. 


I am, etc., 
R. Lindsay. 


J Poty Moopo and Williiim Makepeace Thackopayhad marriod BiHtera. Sarah and Mita 
amoha Webb For a biographical bketch of Peter Moore, the snppoi*tor of f heridan and 
gnardian of Wm. Thackeray, the novelist, ace the Hangpur District Records. Moore was a 
hustilo witnosa at the Haetinga* Impeachment. 
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Abitract of Advances made by Lieutenant Bently from the Sylhet Treasury 
Account the yay of the Chittagong Detachment. 


Bs. a. p. 

Bs. a. p. 

6.078 2 0 


2,633 0 0 

7.711 a 0 

3,506 0 0 

• •• 

7.791 0 0 

11,297 a 0 

• •• 

10.206 0 0 

• •• 

29,213 4 0 


1185. 
Aughan 
DilLo ... 

1186 

1187 


Paid by tbo Dowan by ortlor of Mr. William 
iiollond for vihicb no roi*eipt was giA'on. 

Ditto, ill consequence of thiee bills of ex- 
change Ura\in upon him by tlie Chief 
of Dacca, the same iiow traasiuittod 
Nos. 1, S and 3. 

Ditto, the am''unt of 4 bills drawn upon him 
by ihc Chief of Dacca, Nos, 4, 5> 6, 7. 

Ditto, ill coihscqueuce of Lieutenant BeiitJy'fi 
9 receipts transmi led monthly. 

Ditto, as for Lieutenant beutly’s 12 
rceeipttt transmuted by me monthly. 

Total ... 


l^.D , — Lioatonant Bontly receipt for the axaoant appears upon the separate bills of exohango- 


Sylhkt, 

6M November 1778* 


No. 73. 


[Receive 1 the 20th November.] 


To TUB IIon’oib Mr. Lindsay 
at Syllict. 


Dacca : 

The 3rd November 1773, 


Si a, • 

Wo received 5 our letter of the IStli on the subject of elephants. "VVe must 
dci^Irj you will give Mr. lernpler's agtjnt any assibtance io your power for the 
Jcspatch of Lis elepbanls. 

With respect to the koonkios, as it seems to be a matter of immediate 
eonrern between the Nabob and Cunlractor what number shall be retained, wo 
tan give you no directions upon the subject. Tbero cannot, however, be a doubt 
that tlie catching of elepl'aLts is to be continued. 

r 

Wc arc, etc., 

J. SuAKESFXaS. 
William Uollond. 
M. Dat, 

O. Hatch. 

IlT. Lodgb. 
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No. 71. 

[Ueceivccl the 20th November.] 

To THE Hon^blb Me. Lindsay, • Dacca : 

at Sylhet. The ird November 1778# 

SlE, 

We have received your letter of the 27th ultimo. It is not in our poTvec 
to allow of any deductions without the express sanction of the Hon^blo Uover* 
nor-General and Council. Wo bare transmitted your rcjjrcsentation to them, 
and bhall recommend it to their notice. In the meantime, you will proceed 
with your Settlement without delay, and when you shall bo conviuced of the 
absolute necessity of an abatement, you will only take a conditional engagement 
from the Zemindar to remain in force or not as shall bo hereafter decided by 
the Ilou’blc Board. 


We are, etc, 

J. Bhakespiab. 
William IIollohd. 
M, Dat. 

G. Hatcii. 

Uy. Lodge. 


No. 75. 

[ EecciTod the COth Sfovombor.] 

To TOE Uon’ble Me. Lind?at, 

at Sylhet. Dacim, 

The lOM Novemir.r 1778. 

S(tt, * 

We enoloso yon a copy of a letter received from the Acconnf.ant*Gcnera 
to the UcvcQue Department. If any accounts have gone from Sylhet direct to 
the Presidency, wc must remark it as a great irregularity ; and desire you vrill 
immediately inform us what accounts have been scut, and by what authority : 
and further wo expect that you send no accounts wliatever, but through the 
channel of this Conncil. in cases of future applications being made to you, 
which can be only a mistake in the Oibcers &t Calcutta. 


We ara, 

J. SffA.S£SP£AR. 
Wm. Hodlond. 
M. Dat. 

O. Natoit, 


DAPCa Conn- 
cil mnnot 
antho r i a 0 
roduciiouB. 


CoUocioT rot 
to Bond fin* 
r.onnts to 
tba PieBi- 
doncy. 
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To John Sbakesfiab, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Connoil at Dacca. 

Fort Wjuum : 

The 80M November 1778. 

Gentlemen, 

I have duly recoivcd secondary treasury accounts and accounts charges, 
etc., from the Collector of Sylhet, and, as they are noir on the point of b^ing 
reported upon, I request you will be pleased to acquaint in whether there has 
been any Establishment i^ormedfir the collection of that province, and likewise 
the dates of the Order of Government authorisiug the same. 

I have, eto., 
Charirs Caoms, 

Jeooifftant-Otneral to the Revenue NepartmenU 

A true copy, 

C. BuRROvras, 

^eretary. 


No. 76. 


[Heceived the 20th Norember.] 
To TBB Hon’ble Mr. Linisav, 


at Sylhet. 


^ Dacca \ 

The November 1778. 


Sib, 

Colisotor not "Wo now return you two bills of exchani^e which had been protested. Wo 
Bills of ' ez' strictly forbid you in future to accept any bills of exchange upon any of the 
chanffo on omlah or ofBcers of Dacca. We cannot give your credit for this amount in 
offio«?.““ your accounts. * 

We are, eto. 

J. Sbakespear. 

Wu. Holland. 

M. Dat. 

O. Hatch. 


No. 77. • 

[Becoired the 26th Novouibor.] 
To TBB Hon’blti Mb. Lindsat, 
at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 


The Vith Novemlter 1778. 


SfR, 


Rolnct ions^ The Oovcrnor-Oeneral and Council will not consent to a reduction of the 
notaUowed. jummah of the district of Sylhet. You are, therrfore, to allow no abatements 
whatever. 
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You will henoeforward draw an allowance of 180 rnpoce per month house 
rent and charge it in the Sylhet Accounts. 

We have received your letters of the 7th and 8th instant. 

We are, 

J. SniKEspisAn. 

Wm. Hollond. 

M. Dat. 

G. Hatoit. 

Ht. Lodok. 


No. 78. 


To J. SharespeaUi Esq.i 

Chiefs and Provincial Council of Bevenuoj Dacca. 


Sylhet : 

Tht 20/^ Hovemier 1778. 


GentlehaHi 


I am this day favoured with your commands of the 12th November with Apoiopy for 
an enclosure from the Accouutaut-General to the Revenue Departmeut. aeuding ao- 

In a letter of the 24th June, which I addressed to your Board, I took the Prosidoucy. 
liberty of enclosing copy of the instructions 1 have received from the Secretary 
to the Public Department, and informed you that I had, in consequence, 
transmitted to the Governor-General and Council of Revenue Treasury account 
of Sylhet from the commencement of 1 1 87 to the month of September. In 
answer to which, you wrote me tlint the Secretary had addressed me by mistake, 
and desiru^d that 1 would desist from sending any accounts whatever to the 
Presidency in future. • 

As I have punctually obeyed your commands, I hope you will [not] consider 
me guilty any irregularity. 

I have, etc., 

* £. Lindsay. 


No. 79. 


To John Shakebpear, * 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 


Sylhet : * 


Tie mA Nevember 1778. 

Gentleman, 

I am this day favoured with your letter of the 10th instant, enclosing the Protected 
two protested bills of exchange, one drawn by me on Kirtnarain for cawns 
6,855, S, 16, 2 balance of the Beejoorah revenues, and the other for cawns 
7,160, 12 drawn by Bijoo Lall Sein on Anundyram Mullink, both which 
sums 1 will recover and bring to credit in a future treasury account. 



. Boe}oor&h 
porgunDbh. 


iferairid**-rfl 
ref afro to 

roiiOw Q- 

grcementB. 
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I am under the necessity of informing yon that Kirtnarain, the late 
Waiadar of the Bcejoorah porgunnah has detained at Dacca Gholam Hyder, 
one of the chawdrijs, and all the vakeels of that pergunnah, which will prevent 
me from fnr.iUhing you with the accounts statement of 1188 so soon as 1 
expected, as the :;emindars of Beejoorah pergunnah haveabsolute’y refused 
to attend at Sylhet or sign their kistbundeo till the chawdries and vakeels who 
are detained are released. 

I, therefore, take the liberty of requesting that you will order them to be 
sent up under charge of peoi^s, and whatever just demands the late Wadndar 
may have againsb them upon an adjustment of their account) I will cause them 
to pay. 


I have, etc., 
£. Lindsay. 


No. 80. 


To John Sbakesihab, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial. Council of Revenue at Dacca. 


Gentlemen, 


Sylhet ; 

The Dictmh^f 1778 


I was duly favourc l with your letter of the 17th November. The zemin- 
dars ct' Barrajiarah Chowkee and Bin^ah have absolutely refuse I to renew their 
obligations upon the same terms with last year. As you do not think proj^er 
to allow of any deduction from the juinm.'i of 1187, 1 h.iVe sent Sezawuls 
into their respective pergunnahs to collect the revenues from the talookJars 
and ryotts. 

T have now the pleasure to transmit yon— 

Tieasury account. 

Charges account. 

Charges zemindary. 

Charges general for Kartick. 

The account settlement of 1188 will follow in a few days. 


1 have, etc., 
B. Lindsay. 
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No. 81. 


[Beceivel the 4th Docemhcr]. 

To thb Hom'blx Ms. LiiroaAY, 

• at Sjlbet. Dacca : 

The 24tA November 1778. 


SlB, 

We are yet in want of vonchera for the following eums oharged in the vonohws r»- 
Sylhet acsounts as paid to the Chittagong detachment, vis qairod. 

Es. 


Faymmt in May lltiG ... ••• ••• ••• 

Thoro are vouchers for Rg. 2,fi31 paid in this month, but 
for the amount of JUs, 873 thoro ia no voucher; 


Choito H86 .e. 
Bysack 
Jaito ... 
Asf^ar 
fiawan 

Bhadore ... 


■•e ••• 

• It •• • 

••• 

... ... 


k.. ••• 

•a. ••• 

e«s ••• 

.*« 

tt. lie 


873 


2/07 
81 1, 3 
875 
873 
875 
875 


7,731, 3 


We mast deiire yon will eearch for theBC and send thorn without delay. 

We arc, 

J. Su/KijswAa, 

Wm. HOLLaND, 
M, Day, 

G. Hatch. 


No«S2. 


[Received tho 26th Docember-] 

To inn Hok’blb Mb. Linesat, 

at Sylhet. Dacca : 

The December 1778. 


SlB, 

We have received your letter of the 1st instant, with the se oral accounts 
therein enclosed, and approj^e of your having sent sczawulls into the pergunnahs zeminaa. r s 
of Bnrrahparrah, Chokee and Bingah to collect the Revenues immediately " * 

from the landholders, though, should the Zemindars at any time wish to 
resume them upon the terms upon whom they held them last year, we direct 
that they bo put into possession^ 

We arc, etc., 

J. Shakespbas. 


Wm. Houono. 
M. Dat. 

G. Hatch. 
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No. 83. 


The dih January 1779, 


To J. SniKBSPBAB, Esq., 

Chief j etc., Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 


Syllict : 

Gentleman, 

I was some days ago favoured with Instructions from tho Secretary to 
transmit your Treasury accounts from tho Sylhet Province. 

From May to October 1775 ... ••• 6* months. 

From September to August 1777 .•» ... liluiontLs, 

In all 22 months accounts. 

I took the liberty of informing your Board, in my letter of the 1st October, 
that during the period of Mr. Tliackeray^s residence a1. Sylliet until Mr. 
Dolloud^s there are no records whatever in this Slicrishtah. I am, tliereforc, 
nnahle to comply with your orders further than by transmitting your Treasury 
accounts for the month of Kartick 1185 or October 1175, also the Treasury 
accounts for Assin to Bawdon 1186, or from September 1776 to Augubt 
1777. In all 13 inonthst 

I have, etc., 

R. Li-Vlsat. 


i\o. 81 , 


Sylhet : 

The \Qth January 1779, 


To John SiiAiEsrEAE, Esq., 

Chief of Dacca. 


Sir, 

I was duly favoured with your letter of the SOch Nc-vemb^r, inforniing 
mo that the V akeels of the Beejooiah pergunnah had picsmtcd a petition, 
claiming the right of paying thiir rents upon a khord bundabnst immediateiy 
at Dacca, which had been admitted of by tiie Board. I now take the liberty 
of representing to you that Subnarain Bho>c, tho late Wadadar, Laving 
fallen very contiderably in arrears to the Government, 1 found necessary to 
depute a Sezawul into the mofussil, who, in the course of a few inonths, 
<()llectcd the neat rent from the 12 anna Z mindary, but Gholaum IJyder, 
Chowdrio of tho 4-anna division, dcBcrtcd the porgaunah without making 
any provision for the payment of his proportion. 
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At the conclusion of the year, finding that the Security had, previous to hia 
Btopping payment of his Ki&ts as they became due, received the full amouut 
of his rusoom, or rather had deducted it from the rcveiiucs already coll, cted, 
I drew upon him, In the month of Bawdon, for the lialance due from the said 
Oholaum Ilyrler, amounting to Cawns 5,855, and transmiUed the bill as a 
'S remittance to your Board, which was soon afterwards returned to me prolosti'd. 

In consequance of th'S, I took the neces -ary steps to enforcing iiaymont of 
the above sum, to avoid which and to take the power out of ny hands, 
Gittyder, in tho name of whole Zemindnry presented the Hoard witli a petition 
to remain at Dacca. Daw Porsaud, and tho other Chowdries of the 1 l-anoa 
division are now at Sylhet, and, dissatisfied with tho proceedings of the 
Vakeels at Dacca, have requested of me to lay befoie them the enclorcd 
arzee, retting forth lliat they are desirous of rsmaining at Syihet and paying 
their revenues here as formerly. 

Five months of the year are now elapsed without one cowrie being? yet 
collected. Unless some steps are taken tow rds r alising the revenues if tho 
perguiinah, I am apprehensive a considerable balance will appear at the 
conclusion cf the collections, exclusive of that of lajt year still in demand 
from the 4«-anna Zeraindary, and which now appc.irs credited in tho Uem.ral 
Tro isury accounts of 1187. I now tiskc the liborly of requesting your orJere 
on tho subject, and have the honour to be, 


Etc. 

E. Lindsav. 


Ko.?5. 

[lioCfdvid at Dacca, the 20th January 1770.] 

D.ic-a : 

Tha VilK January 1779, 

To the Uou'Uo Mr. Lindsay. 

till, 

The IIon1)lo tho Oovomor-Genoral and Council having cxprcsi-cd their Cn’locti.ma. 
(lisplciiMUe Lit observing so l3r;.-:c a lia’aucc at the eloso of the 8ylhel aoeoni ts 
for Aghun, WHr<’quire your ui most, diligence to bring up the balance, if it 
is not aircady done, in tho month of Poose. 


■\Vo are, etc., 

J. SnAxr.spEAii, 
Wif. Kollcnd. 
M. Dat. 

G, Hatch. 

Hr. Lonoa. 
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Diffionlty i 
roxQitt i n 
Treasury. 


Ko. 8G. 

[Received tlio lOth Fobruary 1779 ] 

Dacca : 

Tkcdtii February 1779. 

To THE IIO.VBLB ME. LiNDSAt. 

Sir, 

We bare desired our Chief to take the necessary mea^jures to place the 
Zemindars of Bccjiirah under your authority, and wc hope from your asssidui- 
ty and attention, that you will be able to recover from them, not only the 
Revenue of the district, but also the balance of last year. 

Wo are, etc., 

J. Suakespbae. 

Wm. Hollo^^d. 

M. J)a^. 

G. IJaT( ir. 

Hr. Lodob. 


No. 87. 

John SnAKisriAR, Esq., 

Chivf, etc.. Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Sylhet : 

The liih March 1779. 

Gentleman, 

Accompanying I havo the pleasure to transmit you the following account 
and enclosurce. 

Treasury account. 

Charges f'ollect.hms. 

Charges Zemin dary. 

Ch.irges dfencral. 

Tonjee account of the Sylhet Province for the month of Phaiigun 11J^8 
with duplicate of the same in the Persian r.nd Bengal languages. Also 
a Bill of Exchange drawn by Mr. Henry Eaitt on Matthew Day, Esep, 

• 

for ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

1. Ditto, ditto drawn by Archibald Burnett on Matthew 
Day, Es(p, for 


It was my intention to have accompanied these accounts with the balance 
of RevenuB nowin the Troa^^ury amounting to cawiis 1,97,000, but finding 
great diOicnlly in procuring heavy boats to freight from Sylhet during the 
months of March, April and May, few merchants (dmsing to risk their 
property on the river at this tempestuouj season of the year, I have judged it 
prudent to decline making any despatch of cowries till the commencement of 
June. In the meantime, I will use my endeavours to purchase and make you a 
oonsidorable remittance in specie. 

I have, etc., 

E. Lindsat. 


Bs. 

ii,000 

1,300 
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No. 88. 


[deceived the 20th March 1779.] 
To TUB Hon^blb Mb. Lindsat. 


Dacca - 


Tilt 12 a March 1779. 


Sir, 

We direct that you immediat-ly prepare an account of the jumma collec- Acoount of 
tions, balances of Sylhet, for the 5 years of the Committee’s Settlement/ agree- tce'if Settle- 
ably to the form enclosed, it is wanted for Europe and must bo done meat, 
without loss of time. 

Wo are, etc., 

J. Shakespeab. 

Ww. IIolloxd, 

M. Day. 


No. 89. 


To John Shakbspeab, Esq., 

Chief, etc., Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Sylhet : 

The Sa A^nil 1779. 

Gentteman, 

1 am under the disagreeable necessity of informing you that the incessant rnnmlatioim of 
rains, which begun to lall the 20th March and still continue, have not only low country, 
prevented the (Mill ivation of the high lands, but laid the low parts of this 
district many fc^t under water. 

The Rocrah Fus.sil or Rysack crops Bpon which the Hctiingal, Jelsookab, 
Jlanyachung, Petal, Luckoy, SilLerris, Autgong, Onchail^ and Rcnclcegah 
zemindars depend for the payment of their revenues is entirely destroyed ; 
and I am sorry to say I do not see the least prospect of compl.ling the 
collecjtions of these pergannah^; the Suikdars-, fintling it iueCTcdnal conlinuing 
any longer, have alreacly left the mufussil. I thcpePore beg leave to submit 
tbo case to your consideration, and hope, at the concluEion of the year, you 
will grant remission of some part of the demands of Government. 

As this circumatance is only confined to the low country adjacent to 
Azmoerygnnge, from whTch a lack and sixty thousand cawms is annually 
coll(»ctod, a proportional remission will be of considprablc relief to the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants. Never there was known so much water to have fallen at 
this early season of the year ; from the efPei'ts of which the price of grain 
within the couric of a few days has risen 50 per cent.; yet I do not apprehend 
any considerable scarcity will ensue, if we are fortunate in having a moderate 
weather the succeeding month. 

I have, etc., 

Robert Linos ay. 


^ The Conmittoe of Circuit, June, 1772. 

* Siokdare (Shikhdar) % rerenoe oflioer appointed to 'olieot the meniie Ikom a email tract 
of country or eetate. 



SYLHET DISTBICT BECORDS. 


6S 


No. 90. 

[Received 8th April.] 
To THi Hon’bli BobbstILimdsay, 
Collector of.Sylhet. 


Foit Wihhm : 
The March 1779. 


SlE, 

The Hon’ble Court of Directors having' thought fit to nominate and 
approve Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, xts., to the vacancy in this 
Council and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in India, created by the 
death of the late Lieutenant-General Sir John Clavering, and His Majesty 
having been pleased to approve of the said nomination, conformably to the 
provision made by Act of Parliament iu that behalf; we are to inform you 
that Lieutenant-Genwal Sir Eyre Coote is arrived in Calcutta, and has taken 
his scat at our Board. 


Wo are, ctc.,^ 

Wauben Hasti!to3. 
Bichad Babwbll. 
P. Fbakcis 
Epwabd ’Whblee. 
ErBJB CoOTB. 


No. 91. 


To J. Shakesfeab, Esq.i 

Chief, Provincial Council of Bevenoe, 

c Dacca. 


‘ STLHm District 

16/A April 1779. 

Gektlemeu, 

Agreeable to the instructions I received from your Secretary under date 
8th December, 1 proceeded in preparing the amounts demanded of me,, vt's. 

From September to December 1774 ... 4 months. 

From May to October 1775 ... 6 „ 

From September 1776 to August 1777 ... 12 „ 

In all .Vi 22 months’ accounts 
With my letter of the 6th January, I transmitted you Treasury Account 
for October 1775 and from September 1776 to August 1777, 13 months* 
account. For want of necessary vouchers I had it not then in my power to 
furnish you with the remainder. 


* Original sigaatoiei. 
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I have since carefully perused the old papers in the Sherlshta and am 
now enabled to comply with the full extent of your orders. 

Accordingly I have now the pleasure of enclosing you treasurr accounts 
trom September to December 1774 and from May to October 1775 — in all 
Hro months' accounts. 


I have, etc., 
R. Lisnsav. 


No. 92. 


To John SHAKKsvsaR, Esq., 
Chief of Dacca. 


Sylhet : 

Qth June 1779. 

Sib, 

I take the liberty of tronblin" you with these lines at the solicitation of DistatbwiB «s 
the Onchail zemindars under Sylhet. They arc desircous of preferring a 
complaint to you against Mahamcd Nater Chowdry of Turoff for having on 
the i9th of the present llengal month entered their f ergunnah with on armed 
force, aud plundered d< villages, Mirzaporc, Sinchaporc, Cburnam and 
Doulutpore. From the proseutaiion of the plaintiff I understand several of the 
inhabitants of the said villages have been wounded in defending their property. 

As both parties will no doubt appear before you to explain tlieir conduct, yon 
will not only be enabled to form a judgement of the merits of the complaint 
without my further troubling you on the subject, but ascertain the aggressor. 

I havj, etc., 

R. Likusat. 


No. 93. 


To John Shakespbab, Esq., 

Chief, etc.. Provincial Council of Revenue, Daccai 


Syi.hbt ; 


aea June 1779. 

Gentlbmbn, 

The merchants residing at Fonduah under the protection of the Hon’ble Neod of a Fort 
Company have presented to me that they have lately not only been insulted, 
but sustained considerable losses by the Hill Rajahs compelling them to dispose dub * 
of their goods at an arbitrary price, and have requested of me to take some 
steps towards protecting them firom the like ^ievances in luture. It is 
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Fondafth. nnnfressnry for me to inform you that the trade carried on between Calcutta 
and Pondiiab has always been considered an object worth tho attention of 
administration, etc., and, in order to protect tbc merchants, a strong force 
was kept up at that place and a considerable charge allowed of for peons, 
Hergan dosses, etc., bnt so large an establishment, being found unnecessary, was 
together with many others struck off in 1185. There still remained a Bengal 
Tannahdar, who, as usual, received his appointment from the Resident at 
8ylhet, and being considered as an officer of Government has hitherto maintain- 
iu'jT his influence, and supported the merchauts in aH their rights and pri- 
vileges. But for some lime i)ast a number of low Europeans residing at 
Ponduah, hy admitiing the petty Rajahs to he their superiors than equals, have 
taught them to consider themselves totally independent of the Company, and 
infused inlo them a spirit of independence they had before no idea of, which 
if (not) checked will be the means of putting a stop to the trade of that 
market. 

In ronsequenee of the representation of the racrchant-s I went myself to 
Ponduah and found their eom])l lints but too well grounded. As the only 
mt'jins to prevent the like in future, I b(‘g leave to offer my opinion as a 
matter conducive to the public good, and request your sanction to erect a 
small fort surrounded with a hiick wall in Ponduah, at which I propose to 
station a havildar and two sepoys to act undir tho orders of the Tannahdar. 
This will not only be a chock iijwn the hill people, but protect the merchants 
from any future insults ; in which they can also deposit their goods — a place 
of safety. 

The charge of erecting this kellah I estimate? at Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 1,200 
at furthest. 

I bog Ic-ave to propose that a saliry of Rs. 30 for month may be allowed 
to the Taunalular which I hope you will not consider unreasonable. 

I have, etc., 

^ R. Lindsat. 


No. 94. 

J. SiIAKFSrEAR, Esq., 

Cliifcf, etc., Provmcial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Sylukt : 

29^/i June 1779. 

t 

GkKTLL'MAN, 

knclfJBc I I have the honour to transmit you the following accounts and 
enclosures : — 

Treasury account. 

Charges collections. 

Charge zeinindary. 

Charges general. 
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Taujee account of the Sylhet Province for the month of Jeyte 1788^ with 
a bill of exchange drawn by Mr. Raitt on Mr. Archibd. Burnett for Rs. 1,000 
and a receipt of Guzzer Mull, the Nabab’a Elephant Darogha, for Re. 4,112-8. 

I have hitherto, as you will perceive by the taujee accounts, nearly realized 
the full kists as they became due, but am much apprehensive of not being 
so fortunate the succeeding months, many circumstances having concerned 
to frustrate and disapprove the industry of the farmers. 

In my letter of the 8th April, I took the liberty of informing you of the Inundatious. 
Bysack crops in the low parts of the district being totally destroyed by the 
extraordinary fall of rains in the mountains and towards Sylhet. This was 
succeeded by the 20 days^ fine weather, during which time the farmers had 
planted the greatest part of the high lands. This has also been laid under 
water by a second inundation, the rice being yet too young upon the 
surface. A still greater misfortune is the great mortality which still 
subsists among the cattle : two-thirds being already carried off by an infec- 
tious disorder, and in many i)ergunnahs it has arrived to such a pitch that there 
actually does not remain a sulficicnt number to cultivate the lands, the 
effect (»f which will be more severely felt the ensuing season. 

‘ I consider it my duty to inform you of these circumstances, and hope you 
will take the same under your considcraLion : in the meantime you may 
depend T shall not abate my endeavour to realize the revenues of the present 
year. If I am unsuccessful, in the oonclusion, I hope you will ascribe it to the 
misfortune befallen the countryj not to any remissness on my part. 

I have, etc., 

R. LlNDSAl. 


No. 95. 


Stlhet : 


2nd July 1779. 

To JoiiV ShaKESPeas^ Esq., 

Chief of Dacca. 

Six, 

I am again under the necessity of complaining to you against Mahamcd Dacoiis pro. 
Hyatt and Hossein Rezah, zemindars of the Aurungpore pergunnah, for en- iiy 

couraging and protecting dekoyts to settle within their jurisdiction, who for some 
lime past have plundered and intercepted many boats bringing revenues to 
Sylhet. On the 2nd ultimo, the said dekoyts entered the Coorua pergunnah 
and plimdered the villages^belonging to Immaum Bux, one of the Chowdries, 
after wounding 5 or 6 of the inhabitants. From thence they proceeded to 
Mouza Makerchy, in the Luckipore pergunnah, which they not only plundered 
of the effects and cattle but carried away a ghomastah of the proprietors and a 
number of the ryotts. 

Enclosed I take the liberty of troubling you with a list of the dekoyts 
now residing in Aurungpore who infest these districtis, as they cannot bo 
apprehended without your assistance. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay* 
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No. 96. 

(BeceiTed the 14th. ) 


To THE IlON^BLB Ma. LiNDSAY. 


Dacca : 

IQth July 1779. 


BalliRooreh. This serves to iaform you that all as. 3g. 3c. division of Balliseerah 
has lately been sold at public auction to answer tor a deficiency of revenue. 
Gullaum Ally was the purchaser, but he finds a difficulty in obtaining pos« 
session, by reason of the resistance made by former Zemindar, in contempt 
of authority of the Government, etc. As this pcrguunah adjoins to your 
Province, we request you will afford Gullaum Ally every assistance in your 
power, by fixing him in the quiet posscsdiou of the above mentioned division 
of it. 


e are, etc.^ 
Wm. Holland. 
G. Hatcu. 


No. 97. 


Sylhet : 
14M July 1779. 


To William Holland, Esq., 

Acting Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Gentlemen, 

Eoosah and I find myself under tbp necessity of representing to you the great difficulty 
iMida ^ ^ ^ I collecting the revenues of the Scegah and Moujray lands and the 

^ continual disputes subsisting between the proprietors, owing to the extent and 

boundaries of their respective premises now having been exactly ascertained. 

They arc in all near 1,500 individuals, who held grants under the seals 
of the former Dewans of the Sylhet province for small portions of lands 
allotted for particular services done to Government from 10 to 600 cawns 
jumma, but this establishment being found altogether unnecessary in 1185 
the land were resumed and continued to the proprietors as talookdars. Among 
them are many who hold sunnads, and, although not in actual possession of 
the premises therein specified, continue to pay the demands of Government 
rather than give up their claim, while others of more influence, by gradual 
encroaches, have poifiessed themselves of double quantity they are entitled 
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to from their grants. While no rents were collected from the lands, few 
complaints were made, but since they are oessed with a revenue at so much ptir 
begah which is collected from the proprietors, whether in a state of 
cultivation or not, he now begins to enquire for the full extent of lands 
specified in his sunnads which he did not think before worthy his 
attention, only cultivating such proportion of ground as produces grain £)o„iM to 
sufficient for the immediate consumption of his own family. The majority laniin moa- 
of the proprietors, sensible of the many incMjnveniences they now labour 
under, have presented mo with a petition to have their lands measured, and, 
when finished, an equal assessment made, and marks fixed between their 
respective premises to prevent future disputes. 

Inuumerable disputes are daily preferred to which, for the foregoing 
reasons, it is impossible for me to redress till a measurement takes place, 
and now [1] take the liberty of requesting your permission to carry it into 
execution. 

That proprietors have been 'further induced to present me with the above 
petition from an apprehension they entertain that the lands, which from long 
possession they now consider as their hereditary property, will at some future 
period be delivered over to the zemindars upon becoming responsible for the 
Revenues, and are in hopes, when a measurement take places, that the land 
will be then confirmed to their upon a more solid footing than at present. 

I have, etc., 

R. LiNDSxn 


Ko. 98. 

Sylhet 
July 1779. 

To William Holf and, Esq., 

Acting Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca. 

Genti.ji’mbn, • 

Agreeable to your commands of the 10th instant, I immediately despatch- plctnrbancaa 
ed a Havildar and 10 sepoys to put Gholaum Ally in possession of the 
11-3-2 Division of llaloeserah Perguunah purchjf:';ed by him at public 
auction. On their arrival at the cutcherry, they found tliat Mahommed 
Kezah, the late proprietor, had assembled upwards of 10,000 men armed with 
matchlocks, bows, and spears, to oppose their landing. Upon the parties 
endeavouring to carry ii^to execution the Order of Government, they were 
fired upon, two dandies killed, and several wounded : upon which the party 
was under the necessity of retreating, and are now returned to Sylhet for a 
re-inforcement. The ensuing day, two boats bringing to Sylhet 10,000 cawns 
of cowries, the revenues of the Bejoorah Pergunnah, brought to in the dusk of 
the evening at the cutcherry of Cboket, the 6 annas Division of which Ma- 
hammed Keza is also the proprietor. A few minutes after, he assembled his 
ryotts, who plundered the boats of their cargoes, which they immediately 
transported to Baleserah. This, I am afraid, will be a dead loss to Govern- 
ment, as the Bejoorah zemindars will not have it in their power to replace so 
large an amount before the conclusion of year, there being yet a very consider- 
able balance outstanding. 
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Maliamed Kezah is, rot only sapportcd by the remaining 6 anna 
Zemindar of Baleeeerah, but 1 have received certain information that he has 
received private assistance from all the nciprhboiiring zemindars, both under 
Dacca and Sylhct, and is encouraged in opposing the orders of the Administra- 
tion. 

With the a'oove sum he has also been enabled to assemble and entertain 
a very formi<iablc body of dekoyts and hill people to way -lay the Revenue, 
on whieh account the collections of all the neighl>ouring pergannahs are at 
] ‘resent entirely at a stand. 

I have now despatched a party of 20 sepoys commanded by a Subadar 
with 25 bergondosses, not only to enforce your orders, but also to attempt 
the recovery of the money that is robbed and to apprehend the Chowdry. 

1 now request your permis-«ion to dispose of Mahatned Rezak^s talooks 
in the Chokee Perguunah of COO cawus juiuma, he having only paid 100 
during the course of the ye ir. 

He is a notorious dekoyt, and this will be the me^ins of deterring th e 
Zemindars from following the like unwarrantable practice in future. As it 
will be necessary for some months to continue a small party in the Baleeserah 
pergunnah to protect Gholatim Ally in his purchase, and establish peace in the 
mofu^sil, T beg leave to recommend that a Havild-ar and 10 sepoys may be 
ilespatchod from Dacca, there being at present hardly a sufficient number at 
Sylhct to mount the necessary guards, the remainder being either stationed at 
t he Tannalis of LahorCi Bongong, ^ Pouduah, and Chattack or upon command 
in the pergunnabs* 

I have, etc.^ 

R. Lindsat* 


No. 99. 

[Received the 2nd August,] 
To THi Hom^ble Mn. Linosat, « 

Sylhet. 


Dacca : 


Sir, 


The mi July 1770. 


We have duly received your letter of the 8th June accompanying a 
llc'»t of boats, said to contain 145,000 cawns of cowries which are arrived safe. 
When they have been counted to our Kazanchy, a rtceipt shall be transmitted 
you for the amount. 

We have also received your letter of the 14th instant. We consent to 
your making a measurement of the S(?gah and Mujray lands ; as from your 
representation it appears to be absolutely necessary, but we must request that 
you be particulary careful and attention to prevent any persons employed in 
the business from abusing the trust reposed in them, as measurements are 
often productive of oppression. 

We are, etc., 

• William Holland^ 

_ G. Hatch. 


Sylhet district. 

QMCtto.ors), pages 2b aod 41. 


B. C. Allta : Bylhei ^a— DUtrict 
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No. 100. 

(Beceived the I9th August 1779.) 
To TEB Hok'blb Mb. LindsaTi 
at Sylbet. 


Dacca } 


TKt 10 ^^ August 1779 ^ 


SZE^ 

We have receive 1 your letter of the 29th ultimo, and approve of your 
having sent a Subaclar, twenty sepoys, and twenty-six burkundasses into tho 
Baloserah pergaunah t o establish Gullam Ally in his purchase and to 
endeavour to secure the treasure, which Mahomed Beza, the late zemindar of 
that pergannah, is accused of having robbed. Wo further direct that 
you taK 0 every means to apprehend Mahamcd Reza, and that you will lend him 
under a guard to Dacca, in ease you meet with success. 

With respect to the talook he holds in the Chokee pergunnah, wo have 
written now to the Governor General and Council, requestii^ their sanction 
for the public sale of it, which we have no doubt of obtaining. 

We cannot at present spare any sepoys from Dacca. We must, thereforet 
request that you will continue a small party there until Gulauni Ally shall 
have obtained firm and peaceable possession of his purchase. 

We are, etc., 

William Holloed. 

G. Hatch. 


No. 101. 

To WiiLiAM IIollakd, Esq,, 

Acting Chief, and Provincial Council of Revcnucj Dacca. 


Stlhet : 

lith Augiist 1779. 

^ t 

Gentlemen, ^ 

I am this day favoured with your commands of the 10th August. 

Tho party I despatched into Baleeserah pergunnah, after meeting con- 
siderable resistance on tho part of the Mahamed Bezah, the late zemindar-, 
put Gbolaum Ally in possession of his purchase. 

I have since recalled the detachment, leaving a Havildar and ten sepoys 
till such time as peace is established in the mofussil. Mahomed Reeah has yet 
eluded my endeavour to seize him, but I have apprehended the Mangy* 
with soverol dekoyts, who were on board his boat and assisted in plundering 
(Manghii the iteorsman or maater of a satiTS rifsr-osift* 


i Utary sent 
to the 
Daleoserah 
porgonzi&h. 


BiJasNzab. 
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the Bejoorah pergannah revennes. In a fev days I shall take the liberty 
of trannnitting you abitraet of the proceedings of the Phogedary Adawlut 
on the snbjeotjmm which it is uncontostedly proved that Mohamed Bezab 
was petsonaliy ooncernad in the robbery. 

I have, etc., 

Robiat Lindsat. 


No. 102. 


(Sccrived 29 th.) 

To TEB 21om*blb Ms. Liedsat, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 

Zhih Avgust 1779. 


6is, 

I have received yonr lettar of the 2nd ultimo, enclosing a list of deceits 
Wsyl» 7 iog of now residing in the Aorungpore pergannah. As the pergannah is nearer 
AwrniupoM Dacca, I request you will send a party of sepoys into it to seize 

potgau^. these decoits, and, in case they should meet with success, you will please to 
make them over to tho Fougedarry Adaulut^at Sylhet, in order that tlUy may 
then take their tryah 

1 have repeated complaints of boats being stopped at a gaut in the Luckoy 
perguimb. I request you will warn the zemindars that if any further com- 
plaint is made upon this subject, they must answer it by a public sale of their 
pergannah. 

1 am, etc., 

IVllLIAM IIoLLOND. 

I Afttng Chitf, 


No. 103. 


To tsB Hok'bib Mb. LqrnBAT, 
Sylhet. 


SiB, 


Dacca : 

rThe Ini September 1779. 


Chare os We berawith transmit to you copies of two letters, one for the Governor 
against General and the other for the Nabob Mobarak-ul-Dowla, and request your . 
tto^a ^ charges contained in the latter. 

Nazim. W 0 are, etc., 

WVUAAX Hoixonb. 

Q. Hatch. 
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To JoHK Skakzspeab^ Esq., 

Chief and Member of tbo Provincial Council of Dacca. 

Fort YTilliam : 


August 1770. 


Sir, 

I encloflo you translation of a letter which I have lately received from the 
Nabob Mobarrek-ul-Dowlali^ and must dcsiro tliat you wiil immediately call 
upon Mr. Dindsay to answer to the point with which ho is therein charored, 
and that you will give directions that the Nabob^s elephants be immediately 
returned, and no uncustomary deinniids or other obstruction in future be griven 
to the Nabob^s officers cmidoycd thero in catching* elephants, but every proper 
asBistanco aCorded them. 

I am, cto*, 

A true copy, 

C. liuRuowEs, (Signed) Warr^h Hasti.vo*?. 

SeareiaT//. 


Fuoic TUB Nabob Mobarack-i l-Do«lah. 


lieccivid \^th August 


Prom the time wbcti yoxi were kindly pleased to give the elephant KhodJah 
nt Sylhet to the Nizamat, no one of the gentlemcMi or of the officer'? of the 
District has ever till lately giveu the least molestation or liindranco to the 
business of the Kheddah, but, on the contrary invariably given as^ittanf;r' 
and support thereto, but I now learn fTom a7i Arzee from the Daroglia of 
the said Kheddah that Mr, Lindsay, the Ziiladar of Syllict, has forcibly 
taken from the said Darogha the Nizamnt decoy chpliants with which 
the Company liavo nothing to do, and placed them in the Company's Pheel 
Kbanua^ at Sylhet. 

It has been an invariable practice since the business of the Kheddabs com- 
menced that, when the elephants arc encompassed in tlu* Kheddah, the Zemindar's 
officer receives a stated price for the largo and middle sized amongst them, 
but the small ones are never brought into the account. Last year the Chidf 
of tho District ou the applfcation of the Zemindar’s officer pressed the Darogha 
of tho Kheddah to this payment of a sum for tho small ones likewise, and 
he also wrote to moon the subject. I wrote for answer that, according to estab- 
lished custom, the small elephants were never brought into the account. La 
reply to this, the Gentleman wrote me that he had engaged with the Zemindar's 
officer for that year and requested I would cause it to be paid that year, and 
that in future it should bo discontinued. I, therefore, from a desire to oblige 
that Gentleman caused a price last year to be paid for the small elephants, 
and this year the requisition has been renewed. 


'The Nawab Mobarnkn U-Daula, son of Mir Jaflr by Baboo Begpam became Nawab Nazim nt 
the mgo of 12 in 1770. Muuny Begrum was appointed his guardian. Mobaruka U-Danla died in 
1779, vide P. C. Majnmdar : -The muanud oj Murehido^bud, pago 42. 

*Pheelkhaaa ss FU’hhana, aa elephant stable. 
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As the bnsinceB o{ the Khodah m at a stand for want of those elephants 
whi.h h.iTa been seized, and the season for entrapping the elephants is elapsing' 
and the making payment for the small elephants is absolutely contrary to 
estiblishcd customs, and detrimental to mo in the highest degreo, I 
therefore r^uest that, having a regard to your own Begulations, yon will 
be obliging as to send me two letters, one to Mr. Lindsay and the 
other to Mr. Shakespoar, directing that the elephants above mentioned may 
be restored) the uncustomary price for the small elephants may be dropped, and 
in future every kind of assistance and support be afforded the Daroga that the 
business of the Kheddsdi may not be fuither injured, nor discreditod in the 
eyes of the people. 


No. 104 


8vr.nET: 


iSM Ef})tcmber 1779. 


To John SHAKMrEAB, Esq., 

Chief, and ProTiucial Council of Eovenuo, Dac’a. 


D epntcfl to- 
tween tbo 
Nawabs and 


Gsntleme^-, 


am favourcfl your letter 


instant, enclosing copy of 



making unusual dc'mauds for small elephants. 

Tn answer to the former of these charges, I must inform you that thcro 
are 11 coonkits or dekoy elephants at Sylhet, the immediate property of tho 
Company. Tiic other khedah elepliants caught during the season are equally 
divi(l<Ml between the Nabob and the Contractor; onc-balf of these coonkics are 
set ai art to attend the elephants of the former and the remainder those of 
the latter. 


When the rains are over these elephants are again assemhloJ, and sent 
into the hills to‘ attend the khedah.^^. The Nabob, no doubt, has been mis- 
inf.irracd as to these particulars, or he would not have made this a subject 
of complaint, I now beg leave to be favoured with your orders whctlior or 
not the Contractor is to bp supplied with the usual proportion of tame elephants, 
and at the same time take the liberty of venturing to represent, if he is 

deprived his business at Sylhet must bo tnlircly at a stand. I also 

to be informed whether the Contractors' agents are at liberty to 
«*at(ih gnondah and stragling elephants, as the Agents of tho Nabob make 
ol.jef tiua, and represent that they hold an exclusive privilege from Govom- 


nieul. 


Afl to my having molested or obstructed the Nabob's Agents in the 
prosecution of their business, I declare on my honour it is totally false, and 
without foundation. So far from having acted in this manner, 1 have, con- 
forming to your ordersi afforded them every assistauce in my power, and I W\ 
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afraid more so than altogether consistent with propriety. With regard to the 
latter complaint of making unusual demands for small elephants^ the explana- 
tion is thu Bl- 
it has generally been customary to return to the zemindars the khord 
or small tdeplianis, and they distributed in charity cither to the Sinassees^ or 
among the different mostiuos, or disposed of them in any oth r manner they 
thought proper. In 1777 the Nabob's Agent took thi'ni from the zemindars 
without allowing any ackiiowlodgment or compensation whatever for their 
trouble. The con sequence was the ensuing Sfas(ni the zemiudars ahsolutely 
refusc'd making khedahs or going a hunting into the Iiills, nor I'ould I by any 
mea!i8 persuade them, till having obtaining the consent of the Nabob’s Agents, 
I promised an allowance of Rh. 5i0 for each small elephant or that they 
should be returned to the zemindars as usual. The N iboh soon after wrote 
mo an impolite letter on this subject. In my .answer, I informed him that I 
had studied his interest, not my own, atul that the sum of Rs. SDO paid to tlio 
zemindars was no means worthy of altercation, atul in avoid giving him any 
uneasiness or me fiiither trouble, 1 would myself repl.a *6 it. 

I beg leave to represent to you that during the AL'giil Administration, and 
for many y^ars j)ait, the 0 stal>lisliod wages of coolies for attending the kiicdahs 
and providing grass ifor the elephant ; was 8 annas per mouth. For this 
consideration thev voluntarily ontered into servio*, hut, as the necessities of life 
have been g adiially iuereasing all over Bengal iiml are now several hundred 
per cent. d(»arer than at those periods, thj price of lah »r inu-t ris » in 
proportion, and coolies are not now to bo procured at Sylhet hy individuals 
under Rs. iJ jier mouth. 

The NaboVs Agents do not consider the mntt»rin this light, and I submit 
to your julgcncnt whether G annas per month, the neat sum at present paid 
by the Nabob‘'s agents to the coolies, after djJucting russiirn- and otlier 
impositions, is an equivalent, or can possildy pr^vc any suboistLiiee to a labourer 
and his family. The eons *qu 'uce is that the grcit-st oppressions liave been 
committed and si'curity exacted from the coolies to servii upon these arbitrary 
terms, and, 1 am sorry to say, I have obliged exercise severe means ti> 
prevent a total stop being put to the Nabob’s business and his elephants dying 
for want of provindtir. The Contractor's Agnits, to put a stop to the cou- 
tinaal complaint of the ryotts, have made a proportional increase in the 
wages of the monthly servants, but the Agents of the* Nabob, jealous of the 
smallest iunovations, have declined following the ]>lan or deviating a single 
cowrie from a long established regulation. As a precedent has been shown, 
and the price of th; rice at this period (is) remarkably dear, the Agents of tho 
Nabob find more ditKcuIty tb;yi ever in lindiug coolies to attend at the former 
rate of wages, and, as they consider it my duty to supply them upon their own 
terms, I make no doubt there will be the subject of a second complaint. 

I must now conclude my letter by remarking that the Nahob^s Agent has 
been for irregularities and ^impositions successively dismissed and replaced ten - 
times in the course of two years, lie ought not therefore put implicit belief 
on tho represent ition of a sjt of people on whom he himself can place so little 
oonfidcnce when entrusted with his own immediate concern. 

I have, etc. I 
R. Li>tdsat. 


^ Sanalcrit Sannyagi lit. ''one who roBisQB''*-a Hindu meudicant. 
* Gostoiaary or enforced oommiBiou. 
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No. 105. 


Stlhbt, 

Z9th September 1779. 


John Shakesphar, Esq., 

Chief, and i^rovioclal Council of Revenue, Daoca. 

Gentlemen, 

Fio tit ions Sincc joii did nic the lionoiir io (loputc Tuo to snperinfend the oollaotions 
al' ^ welfare of the Provin/ e, and to merit the con fi'icnce placed in 

in acuu A. been my constant study. With this view I have directed my atten- 

tion, not only to the real zin^ of tluj revenues, Imt also towards tlie relief of 
the zemindars by reducing the exorbitant interest of money anil rcilressinoj 
many irre^jiilarilies ])r.ic ti^ed liy the inferior officers employed in the collections: 
in b- th which T have fortunately succeeded, and I flatter iny.self my conduct 
has hitherto been considered in a favourable lij^ht hy my Iloii^ble Employers, 
and that I have acquitted myself to the >alisractiou of the natives in {'cneral. 
Yet 1 am informed that there are a mirnhcr of v.ikeels and disaffected pcr-=ons 
who, wilhout <^oiuo* throu|crh the regular channel of eoinj lainino’ to your Board 
assemble in the public Flreets of Calcutta, and, in a clamorous manner, accuse 
me of actions the n verso of the ^eiural tenure of my coudiict and repui^nant 
to the character I .-hall ever wish to support. I need not inform you of the 
extremely turbulent and liiic^ious disposition of the J^\lh(*t Province, as several 
rnemhers of your Hoar I from exj-en'enco must he fully acquainted with it. 
I only leave to reprf>ent to you tliat tho.se persons who lake upon them- 
Eelve^ the tit’c of the SnIIvi zemindars and reside constantly in Calcutti .ire 
vi'slcd wiih no .luthorily whatever. ’Their constant l)U-incss is to complain 
ai^ainst the Aciin^ Kccjidcnt and i^aiii their live yhood by grant in" razmamuhs^ 
for the different otlices under the eollcelions to ])ailieular per8on.s who arc 
weak enough to consider this as the means of lindiiig employ, and in lio])es 
of gaining their purpose instigate tiic vakeels to complain against the present 
incuuiljcut. 

As it is dl.^agroeable circumstance to have my name called in (lucstion 
and actions laid to my charge, when I am conscious of liaviiig acted no other- 
wiae than consistently with my duly, I take tlu^ lihi rly of reijuc.sting, if you 
consider it con.sisLent with ]Topriety, lliat you will transmit copy of my 
letter to the Ilon^ble Governor (iencral and Council, hojang that the Hon’bic 
Board will cither order the parties to be referred to you or tlie Supirintondent 
of the Khalsa- to take coguizaucc of their lespcctive complaints. ^ 

1 have, etc., 


^Afazinama, a voluntary roloaao, a teBtimonial of satisfaciios. 

Lxchequer, or office of tbo KcTBaao JDopartuoat. 


E. Lindeat. 
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No. 106. 

(Received 26th September 1779.) 
To THB Hon^elb Me. Lindsay^ 

Resident at Sjlhot. 


Dacca : 


TAe Till September 1779 


Sir, 

Wo direct that yon ’sell at public auction the talook iu your district 
which belonged to Mabaraed Beza, late zemindar of Rallyseerah. 


Wc arc, etc., 
Wm. Hollond, 
G. Hatch. 


No. 107. 


J. SnAKESPEAB, Esq., 

Chief, etc., Provincial Council of Revenue, 

Dacca* 


Syi.iiet : 

The 1st October 1779. 


Gentleme.v, 

Enclosed I have the plcaBurc to fransmit you General Treasury and Jumma Acconats. 
Wassil Baukee accounts of 1 lie Sylli*^’# Province for the year 1188, Accom- 
panying I also taken the liberty of laying before you the jiarticiilars of the 
balance of cawns 'lOjido now outstanding. As I have exerted my utmost 
endeavour to lessen this without effect, I hhall be happy to find you arc 
fiatisfied with the explanation, and do not impute to any want of attention on 
my part it not being reduced to a smaller sum. * 

In my letters of the Sth April and 29th June, I was under the disagree- 
able necessity of informing you the Bysack and only crop produce upon tore.” 
the low lands of the Province was almost entirely destroyed by an extraordi- 
nary fall of rain, which Commenced the 24th of March and continued without 
intermission till the 14th April. This, being followed by an infectious dis- 
order among the cattle, has reduced the farmers to the utmost distress, the 
effects of which will be more severely felt the ensuing season, as in many of 
the pergunnahs there actually do not remain cattle sufficient to cultivate the 
lands. Prom these concurring circumstances, I have hitherto had the most 
unfavourable prospect of completing the collections : my succeeding there fore 
in realising so considerable a proportion of the revenues has exceeded my 
most sanguine expectations, which nothing but an unremitted applica* 

Aion could have effected. * 
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culiioB of 
oolloction of 
Beronne in 
Sylhe^. 


Having already, at the conclusion of the last settlement, taken the liberty 
of recommending a small deduction from tlic present Jumma, and not meet- 
ing with the approbation of the Hon^ble Governor General and Council, it 
would be improper on me to trouble you with a seoond application, but I 
cannot help again representing to you that several of the pergannahs are 
overated, and, from the exertions made use of to collect the rents for these two 
years past, many of the talookdars and ryotts have descried their lands. I 
am on this account apprehensive that several of the zemindars will decline 
renewing their obligations, nor will any person venture to take them in farm 
during the present assessment. 

From a general view of ilie Sylhet Province, which inclu biS so very exten- 
sive tracts of countrv, it would appeir it is not so higlily Cc cd in proportion 
as many other districts of Bengal, but i w*)Uid not inform y^ii that not J of 
the whole capable of cult-ivation is tlie property of the zemindars, the rest 
being either Jaghire Burmutro^ Muddut inoasali, etc., lands imtaxed under 
different denominations liy Government. 

A groat difllculty altendi ig the Collector of the Bevcniio is owing to the 
multiplicity of zemindars and proprietors to each pergnnnah, who consume the 
rents collccled from the ryotts in the maintonaru e of them-elves and family in 
all its branches, who, tliougb many gf nerat ions removed fr»)m the original stock 
are, according to the custom of the Province, all considi'Ved as joint partners 
and as such, claim tlirir respective ]>ro])orti«)n. Their inability to comply with 
the demands of Government is furtlier owing to having, bn* trilling consider- 
ations o£ ready money, di'^po ed of con>idciMble jiortions of tln*ir hereditary 
lands upon Khaudge Jumma- or exeinj)t from revenues for which the 
zemindars, yet rcspon^iblc, though not in p()B.sebsion of the lands, upon which the 
taxation is formed. The present posses>ors would still he lialde to he called 
upon for their proportion of the rents, hut tlicy have in gen(M*.d avoided this 
by obtaining charity Simniids for the lands so piirchuned under the seals 
of the former JDewans of J^ylhct. 

A great check and almost total obstacle to the cultivation of the Sylhet Pro- 
vince, by which the Zemindars might hjj [enahh d to] fulfil their er.gageraents 
with more ease than at present, is owing to tlic following e:uist s. During the 
Mogul Administrat^ion, and till within these very few years, the mode of form- 
ing the eetllement and taxing the Province was by measuring the lands of 
each pergunnah, and the taxation formed on only suidi proportions as 
were in a state of cultivation, and bad jn-odneed a crop during the year the 
assessment was formed. The property of the lamls so ciidivatod is clcirly ase«*r- 
tained and registered in the Canongoes^ Dufter and Tukseem ’ jiapcrs of the 
pergunnah, in the name of the rcsp.clivc proprietors. In this manner these 
lands have descended from one generation to another* without the cultivation 
being cither immediately increased or diminished. But in tho public registers, 
both at the Mofussil and Sudder'^, no mention whatever is made of the waste 
or such other lands as had not been includcil with the last mca'-urement. It is, 
therefore, impossible to form any judgement-, so as to aso ‘rtain the separate 
property of each partner, as a division never took place. No individual will, 
therefore, go to any expense or sacrifice a little trouble in cleaning and cultivat- 
ing these lauds, as he is certain as soon as he begins to reap the fruit of his 
industry, the other partners, jealous of his prosperity, immediately become his 
enemy, and claim their share of the profits. I am now using my endeavour s 

^ Jaghir DnrinatTO — - Brahwioltara lands granted to Brahmins and thoii desoondants as so 
act of rologiuns charity. Maddat masah (correctly Madad-tnaash) aSBigiimsnt of rOTSnuo 
for tho support of pious or learned persons. 

* Khandge jumma — kLarij-jama, detached from state rODtaL 

* Tokseem = Taksim, a share oi revenue subdiyisioa. 

* MufaBsil=» country. &addax»HoadqaaxterB« 
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to obyiate their objections by persnading the chowdnes and pbrtners to 
the zemindary to effect a measaremont of the waste lands among themselves, 
appropriating to each their respective proportions ; by which means the Sylhet * 
Province would soon be in a much higher state of cultivation than at present ; 
but from the multiplicity of proprietors, family dissentions, and other obsta- 
cles to prevent this arrangement, I am afraid it will never take place with- 
out the immediate interposition of Government. As most of the Provinces of . 

Bengal have had small deductions allowed them for these two years past, I red?otiona 
hope you will excuse the liberty I take in representing to you that the Sylhet 
Zemindars are much dissatisfied, and impute their not meeting with the like 
indulgence to my haying omitted making the necessary applications. I hope 
you will, therefore, 1 the case before the Hon’ble Governor General and Coun- 
cil. If a remission of but 20 or 25,000 cawns was granted by the Hon’ble 
Board, it would enable me to satisfy such as are the most clamorous, and have 
it the least in their power to comply with the demands of Government. 


1 have, etc., 

R. Ltndsat. 


No. 108. 


Jonx Siiakzspeah, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue, 

Dacca. 


Sylhet : 

16/i August 1779, 


Gxntlembw, 

Accompanyiug 1 have the pleasure to transmit you Treasury Account. 

Charges collections. 

Charges zemindary. 

Charges General of the Sylhet province for the month of Eartick 1189 
with duplicates of the same iu the Persian and Bengal languages. 

The Bengal holidays falling this year so late as November, by preventing Caase of dolay 
the zemindars from leaving the mofussil iq order to renew their engagements, j" 
is the cause of my not having yet concluded the present Settlement. The tlomont. ^ 
failure of the crop and loss of cattle 1 am afraid will throw the collections 
much in arrear for the first three or four kists of the season. 

Understanding that Mahomed Rezak, late Chowdry of Balisseerab, is BaliBacarah. 
apprehended at Dacca, I have recalled the sepoys and bergandasses station- 
ed in that pergunnah. 

1 have, etc. 

R. Lindsay. 
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No. 109. 


To «BB Hon'sub Mk. Linosat, 

Bendent at Sylhet. 

Dacca: 


2\»t October 1779. 

Stt, 

▲tata m • n t ^6 havB received your three letters nndcr date the 1st October, with the 
several papers mentioned to be eoclosed in them. Wc are sorry to observe 
that so lar^e a balance has this year fallen in the Sylhet province, but at 
the same time we are satisfied t^t yon would not omit to exert your utmost 
endeavours to realize the whole of the revenues. We shall, therefore, recom* 
mend to the Governor General and Council, to remit the arrears doe from the 
zemindars. 

We propose also to forward to the Governor General and Council your 
letter representing the necessity of granting an abatement of revenue in your 
province, and to recommend them to albw of between twenty and thirty thou- 
sand oowns of cowries ; but this need not delay your Settlement for the 
present year which you will please to form without loss of time, upon the 
same terms as that of the last ; and you must acquaint such zemindars as are 
most in want of a remission that their cases have been represented to the 
Governor General and Council, and, shonld they be pleased to grant them 
Any abatement, you will hereafter deduct the amount from their engagements. 


We are, etc., 

WlLLIAB HOLtOBO, 
Hy. Lodob. 


No. 110. 


To WitUAU HotxoKD, Esq., 

Acting CbieC nod Provincial Council of Revenue, 

Dacca. 


Stlbbt: 

iri November 1779. 


OiNVLUlKR, 

jHstwbsnoM Agreeable to your commands of the 11th July, I immediately detached a 
in BalsMM* party of 8 havildars, 12 sepo^ys and 30 Bergondasses to put Gholaum Ally 
sab ’person* xn possession of the ll-anna division of Baleseera purchased by him at public 
‘ sale. At present, Mahomed Bezah, the late Zemindar, opposed their landing, 
showed some resistance, but on the discharge of a few pieces of mnsquetery 
he retired, and for some time resided in Toroff under the protection of Reaz-ul* 
Bamah. 
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Darin^f the month of Sawon and Bawdon, there was no disturbance 
whaterer happened : to all appearance the new parohaser having acquired full 
aathority in the mofussU. Judging it, therefore, an unnecessary expense^ 
I withdraw the bargondasses. 

But on the 8th of last month, a few hours before day-break, Mahomed 
Rezah udexpectedly returned with a body of & or 600 men and surrounded the 
Cntcheny, which he set a fire. Such of the sepoys as attempted to make resist- 
ance were immediately cut down or shot; the remainder, being taken by 
surprise, were made prisoners and deprived of their arms and ammunition. 
Jadnnnndun, the Sickdar on the part of Gholaum Ally, was tied up to a tree, 
and, after beating him in the most barbarous manner, Mohamed Rezak cut off 
his ears. W^t he has since done with him is uncertain, but it is reported in 
all the adjoining per^nnahs that he was put to death. Immediately on 
the receipt of this intelligence, I despatched from Sylhot a Havildar, 10 
sepoys and 30 bergondasses. On their appaarance, Mahomed Rezak again 
retired. 

From the time of his plundering the Bejoorah revenues, I have had 
haroarrahs in continual search of him without being able to ascertain his 
place of residence ; it appearing that, fearful of being apprehended, and for his 
personal safety, with few or no attendants, he changed ms habitation almosz 
every day. 

It is, therefore, highly improbable a person in his situation and pointed 
at as a notorious dekoyt, without private assistance, could have assembled 
so considerable a force. . The servants of Gholaum Ally directly charge Reaz- 
ol'Ramah, zemindar of the 0-anna division of Baliseerah, with having fur- 
nished him with people. It is certain for several days, after the action was 
committed, there was a friendly correspondence between both, without the 
former’s meeting any molestatation whatever, and then, finding he could no 
longer continue in the Baliseerah pergunnah with safety, he retired to Reazul- 
Babmab’s home in Turoff, where he also met with his protection. From these 
and many other concerning ciroamstai^ces, there is more than a probability 
that he was concerned. 

I have, etc., 

B. LisssiJ. 


No. 111. 


To Jobk Shakespeab, Esq., 

Chief, and Piovinciak Council of Revenne, 

Dacca. 


SxLazT :• 

7,0th JDeember 1779. 

GXSXLKUEK, 

Accompanying I have the pleasure to transnut you Eistbundee and S*tti«i)ontfor 
Settlemdht of Sylhet for ,1189. The Bengal holidays &llin^ this year as late 
as the iQomth of Esxtik have preventM me from cloiing these accwintB 
■OQuer. 
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Habigan). 


I must also inform you tliat the loss of cattle and failure of the orop has 
BO much distressed the Zemindars that I have found the greatest diflBculty 
in hringing them from the mofussil to renew the engagements. Those of the 
Beta!, Muzcoory, Mundarkondyi Jayanshy^ Barraparrahi and several other 
pergunnahs bordering upon the lower part of the district have absolutely 
refused signing their tahuts upon the same terms as last year. 1 bavej 
therefore, deputed sezawuls to collect the rent h*om the ryotts. 

Having in several of my former letters informed you of the actual state of 
the province and of the great losses sustained by the inhabitants, first by 
inundation, and secondly from the mortality among the cattle, I will trouble 
you no further on the subject, and only take the liberty of informing you 
that neither attention or application shall be wanting on my part to realize 
the revenues of tho present year. If I am unfortunate in the conclusion, I 
sincerely hopo you will grant me the indulgence of representing the case to 
the Hon'ble Oovernor General and Council in order that I may not unde- 
servedly incur their displeasure. 

Agreeable to your permission and the unanimous consent of the proprie* 
tors, I have proceeded to measure the lands upon the Segah and Moujray 
establishment, and hope it %vill be finished in the course of months when 
1 will transmit you the particulars. 

It is proper I also inform you that it is impossible any conclusion can be 
made use of by the officers employed on this business as the Nul^ is followed 
by many hundred individuals, each party being a check upon his neighbour 
and obliging him to produce what lands he may have secreted in order 
to reduce their respective proportion of tho revenues according to the present 
assessment. 

1 have, etc, 

R. LiyDSAT. 


No. Il2. 


To TB> Hon'blb Mb. Iibdsat, 

Beaident at Sylbet. Dacca : 

80tii Novetnler 1779. 


6ib, 

We enclose you a petition from the Zemindar of Turruff setting forth that 
Amcd Reza, Zemindar of Bonnia Chairn in the Sylhet district, has erected a 
new haut so close to his principal gunge, called Habeeb Gunge, as totally to 
destroy and ruin tbe saine. We direct, therefore, that should the haut of 
Amod Beza have been erected or commenced sinoe tbe Bengal year 1178, it 
bo immediately discontinued aud abolished. 

We are, etc., 


J. Shakbspbai^ 
Wir. HottONP. 
O. Hatch. 


Hal = meMvzisg pipe. 
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No. 113. 

[BocoiTed 20th DacembM 1770.] 
To TQS Hon'blb Mb. Lindbat, 

Resident at Sylhct. 


Dacca : 


The IS^i December 1779. 


Sib, 

Enclosed ws transmit yon copy o£ a letter received from tho Aocomptant* 
General to the Revenue Department. You rvill observe that you must in future 
transmit in duplicate copies three Monthly Treasury Accounts, and also dupli* 
Oates of your Accounts Charges, and that these must he kept in Sicca Rupees 
and Cowries, as directed by the Accomptant. The valuation must be made at 
cawns four and puns four, the arcot ru])eo. Wc desire that you will lose 
no time in sending to us the accounts of the year 1188 complete, drawn out 
in the manner prescribed by the Accomptant-Gcncral. For your guidance as 
to Monthly Treasury Accounts, to bo drawn out in the new form, we transmit 
you one of those usually sent from hence. • 

Your Running Treasury Accounts for the English month so exactly 
corresponds with your Treasury Accounts for the Bengal months (the dates 
of the receipts and payments in both being omitted), that we cannot make out 
the accounts bera according to the new form. You must be cantious in this 
respect in future. 

"We are, etc., 

J. SnAKBSPBAB. 

Wu. HontOBD. 

Q. Hatch. 


To John Shasxspbab, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council at Dacca. Fobx Wiiuau : 

Tke Znd December 1779. 

Gbktlbuxn, * 

I have received the favour of your letter of dated the 12tb November, 
inclosing the General Treasury Account and Jnmma Wasil Bakey of Sylbet 
for the Sylhet year 1188 or Bengal year 1185. Ihm to request that you 
will be pleased to transmit the monthly Treasury Accounts for that period 
with the particulars of the charges, likewise monthly Treasury Accounts agree* 
able to the new form, from the beginning of the Sylhet year 1188 to the pre* 
sent time, showing the receipts and disbursements agreeable to the English and 
Sylhet style ; and that you will he pleased, in future, to transmit monthly three 
Treasury Account s of the Sylhet Province to the Presidency accompanied 
with the Dacca aoconnts, vis.— • 

Treasury Account and Account Charges to ho sent to the Board of Beye* 
nue. 

Monthly TreaBury agreeable to the new form to be sent to my office. 

Running ^besBuiy Accounts agreeable to the new form to be send 
to Mr. Auriol. 


AooonDti. 


Accounts. 
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These accounts are reqnireil to bo kept in rupees, and the cawns of oowries 
to be sbown in an inner column. You therefore, be pleased to give 
direction accordingly. 

These accounts are very pressingly wanted as the general statements of the 
last year are now drawing out. I request, thereFore, you will do me the 
favour to hurry the despatch of these with all possible expedition. 

A true Copy. I have, etc., 

C. Bdbuowjss, (Signed) Chablis Ckoftbs, 

Secretary. Aceomptant-General to the Bevenue Bepartnunt. 


No. 114. 

To John SsAKismAit, Esq., Syuiet : 

Chief of Dacca. £8/^ Beeember 1779. 

Sib, • 

frmiWoifMm For Bome past the people under JoJnfcah' Laving been exceeding trouble- 
theEhsBif. to tlie adjoining pcrgunnalis dependent on Sylhet by committing 

depredations and pluiidcing s-veral villages, I demanded satisfaction of 
the Bajab, who in answer informed me that these people had some time 
before revolted, and, so far from being under his countroul, had declared war 
against .him, but at tUe same time requested, as the most probable means of 
putting a stop to tbes^^ like insults in future, from the dread they entertain of 
the English Arms, that 1 would grant him a guard of a HavilJar and 
ten sepoys. About a month ago I complied with this request nor have I 
cince had the smallest cause of complaint whatever* 

A mntioouB A few days ago the Bajih having represented to me that the Havildar 
Hvildar. commanding this small party had been guilty of many irregularities in beat- 
ing his people, I ordered him to be relieved. On the night of his arrival 
at Syihct, this Havildar of his own qpcord sent a sepoy in my name to call 
the BajaVs Vakeel, and, by this means enticing him from his home, carried him 
to the guard, wfiere in his presence he caused him to bo beaten and maltreated 
in a ornel and outrageous manner. Next morning the merchants and depend- 
ants of Jaintlah, to the number of 2 or !5,0ub, immediately deserted the 
province and the consequences may still be more disagreable as they are 
unacquainted but what they are maltreated by my orders. 

Under a guard I have now sent down to Dacca Bcessunaut the said 
Havildar, the sepoy who stood entiy and assisted in beating the Vakeel, as 
also the sepoy who carried him to the guard. I hope, therefore, you will order 
them to be delivered over to the Commanding OlFiccr to be tried by a Court 
Martial for their outrageous b.^haviour ; in the memtime I will send down 
witnesses and proofs to establish the crime laid to their charge. 

1 have, eto.j 

B* LixnsiT* 
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No. 115. 


[Becoived 20ih January 1780J 
To TUB Hon’ble Mr. Lindsati 
Resident at Sylhet. 


DAcoi : 


4/// January 1780« 

SlBf 

We are now to inform you t1iat the Hon’Vo Gorcrnor General and 
Council have been pleased to consent to the remission of the balance Redaction of 
due from Sylhet for the year 1187, but they will not allow of any reduction 
of the jummah of that Province. 

Having addressed the Hon^hle Governor-General and Council upon tho Waste lands, 
subject of the waste lands in Sy liet, in consequence of your representation of 
the 1st of October, we now enclose you a copy of that address together with 
tho Hon’ble Board’s rep’y ; and require that you will lay before us at large 
your sentiments upon the subject, particularly point ing out what quantity of 
uncultivated land there may be in the Province not the property of individuals. 


To THB Ho.v*blti Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Governor-General, and Council of Bovenue, 
Fort William. 


Wo are, etc., 

J. ShAKESL'KAR. 
Wm. Hollond. 
O. Hatch. 


Dacca: 


T%a 21«j October 1779. 

Hom’blb Sir and Sirs, ^ 

Herewith wo have the honour to transmit you the General Treasury 
Account and Jumma Wassil Baukeeof the Sylhet Province for the Sylhet od for ba- 
year 1188, together with a copy of a letter from Mr. Lindsay which accom- 
panied them. From these you will observe that a balance of cowns of 
cowries 40,745-3-15 has this year fallen in the Sylhet revenue. We are 
persuaded that this was unavoidable, and we had every reason to expect it, aa 
we were at the time informed not only from Mr. Lindsay himself, but also 
from the natives, of mischief done in Sylhet by the heavy fall of rain, which 
he assigns as the principal cause of this balance. We, therefore, hope that 
you will deem tho zemindars entitled to a remission of the arrears due from 
them as some rccompence for their losses. 

Mr. Lindsay scorns to think that a trifling abatement in the jummah of Abvte raon t 
the zemindars of Sylhet is absolutely necessary. As he has long resided in the Srecommen 
Province, and has been very assiduous in attending to the business of it, we 
apprehend that be cannot be mistaken in this point, and a knowledge of his 
character gives us full assurance that he would not recommend a deduction 
unless he was convinced {hat tho zemindars really require it. We therefore beg 
leave to join him in recommending that the sum of 25,000 cowns may bo 
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allowed to be distributed in remissions omonp^ such of the zemindars as have 
inost occasion for them, especially as so small an amount is relieving them con- 
siderably with very little loss to the Government, which now receives a greater 
revenue from the Sylhet Province than ever it did formerly. 

It appears advisable to take measures for putting the vast tracts of 
waste laud in the Sylhet province into a state of cultivation. Wlien any tract 
of land is ascertained by Mr. Lindsay to bo actually in a waste state^ we 
apprehend that there would be no impropriety in granting a sunnud for it from 
the kbalsa to any individual who shuulJ undertake to cultivate it at a certain 
progreasive benefit to accrue to Government, three or four of the first years 
being allowed to clear the laud and bring it into a state tit for cultivation. 


A true copy. 
C. Bubkowes. 


We are, etc., 

[Chief, and Provincial Council, Dacca.] 


No. 116. 

[Eecoired the 11th February 1780.3 
To THB Hon’blb Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Fort William : 

Tlit VSlh February 1780. 


6ia, 

Ghtr^e of Dia- I* appearing by a report from the Accountant General to the Hon^ble 
obedienooto the Governor-General and Council made in obe lienee to their commands of the 
Orders. 27th December last, notified to you, that your account-* have not yet been 
sent in conformably thereto, I am directed to call upon you to answer tho 
charge of disobedience of orders, and to inform you that the Hoard allow you 
seven days for the preparation of your defence, after which time and the 
necessary period for the conveyance of jLhis notice to you and your reply, they 
will proceed to pass judgement on your conduct. 

I am, 

J. P. Axjbiol, 

. 8ccy. 


No. 117. 


John SnAKESPEAR, Esq., 

Chief, and Provincial Council of Reyenno, 

Dacca. 


Sylhet : 


Gentlemen, 


Ichruarif 1780. 


Seqnest for Having in compliance with your orders drawn out and transmitted to youf 
an ABBifltant. Board duplicate Treasury Accounts with particulars of the charges from 
Bysack 1187 to Augun 1189, 1 now beg leave to request that you will grant 
mO an allowanco for a writer, as the ad^tional accounts required of me in 
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future^ the proceedings of the Adawlut, the current businee^: of the Province! 
and above all the constant attention I am obliged to pay to the collections 
are duties too much for one person to fulfil without some assistance, nor will 
xny salary of 360 rupees per month admit of my disbursing this charge at my 
own expense. 

I have, etc., 


No. 118". 

To the Hoh’ble Roheet Iindsay, 

Collector at Syllict. 

FonT William : 

9/A March 1780. 

SlE, 

The station of first Coun [cillor] at this Presidency having become vac- Dopartnro of 
cant by the departure of Richard Barwell for Europe, we think it necessary 
to inform you that Philip Francis, Esq., the next senior member, has succeeded 
thereto. 


We are, 

Wakeen Hastings. 

P. PUANCIS. 

Enw, WllELEE. 


No. 119. 


[Itoccivcd 19th April.] 
To THE HON^iLE Me. Ltndsat, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 


The ]th April 1780. 

Sit:, 

The Hon'ble Governor General and Council have been pleased to approve ApDrovai of 
your Settlement and kistbundy of the Sylhet Province for the year 1189, and 
also to allow 60 rupees psr month for a writer in addition to your establish- a wr'itev!* ^ 
ment. With respect to your proposal for issuing grants for the cultivation of Waato landa. 
tho waste lands of your Province, we herewith transmit you a copy of .the 
Governor General and Couuoirs Orders upon that subject, and request your 
particular attention to them. 

We are, etc., 

W. Hollond* 

M« Day. 

O. Hatch. 


'Bichard BarweU aoiled from Calcutta in ^Swallow on Much 3, 1780. This lottor boara 
ihreo romarlcably fine autograph aignatnici. 
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Extract of o lettir from the Hoifhle Oovernor-General and Council oj 
Revenue j dated the i&th March 1780. 

Granta of For the reasoTiB stated by Mr. Lindsay and corroborated by your opinions, 
waitc lands. determined to empower the Resident at Sylhet to issue grants for tho 

waste lands of Sylhet, but only to such proprietors of the Jummaye lands 
as may be willing to undertake the culture of the same, and in proportions equal 
to their present possessions, free of all tax or demand for the first 5 years, but 
afterwards liable to such revenue as the Government may then fix. The grants 
to be registered and issued from the Khalsah upon application from the Sylhet 
Resident or from your Board. Where the grantees are willing to engage for a 
specific rent payable after the expiration of the said period, we impower 
you to decide upon such offer, and the rent so agreed upon shall be dtjclarcl 
m the sunnud to continue without increase or abatement for two lives. 


Extract of a letiet from the Uorfhle Governor-General and Council of 
Revenue^ dated ihcYlth Decemher 1779. 

Ecflnetion of We consent to remit the balance due from Sylhet for the Sylhet year 118S, 
Slowed reduction in the jumma of that province. 

With respect to what you recommend relative to the waste lands in Sylhet, 
we conceive that none of them belong to the Government, that they arc all 
included in the grants to the zemindars, talookclars, etc. If, however, this is . 
not the case, we authorise you to receive any proposals that may be tendered 
to you for the cultivatioan of tracts of wste lands, and, if we judge them such as 
Government may comply with| we direct that they may be transmitted to 
us. 


lsVl20. 

f 

[Beeoivod 1st May.] 

To TUB Hon'dlg Mr. Liiissay, 

Resident* at Sylhet. 

Dacca : 
April 17S0. 
Sir, 

Habitani. On the 30th November last, upon a representation made by the zemindar of 
Turraif, that Amed Reza, zemindar of Bunniachung, had erected a haut close 
to his gunge, called Hubbeebgunge, as totally to destroy it, we directed that 
Amed Reza’s haut should be discontinued, if it has been erected since the 
Bengal year 1178. Amed Reza has now, in consequence, delivered to us a pe- 
tition, a copy of which we enclose you, setting forth that bis haut called Nubby 
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Ouago, is at the distance of ithp oE a day’s journey from Ilubbcebgunge. If 
this representation be true, or iiNubbygunge is not within the sounl of a 
large Tom Tom from Hubbeebgunge, we have come to a resolution that he shall 
be permitted to continue his haut, and in cither of these cases wo couulcrmaud 
our order of the 30th November last. 

We are, etc., 

W. Hollonu, 

M. Day. 

G. Hatch. 


Petition of Scree BuUub, Vakeel to Anted Ueza, Zemindar of i^t^^nnak 
Bunniachnng in the Sglhet Province. 

There is a haut in my Constituent’s zemindary, upon which he has expended 
a considerable sum of money, and has by much pain, and trouble got it pretty 
well inhabited. It was formerly called Sheebpassa, but now goes by 
the name of Nabbyguuge. The haut is at least three-fourths of a day’s 
journey from Hubbeebgunge, belongingto the zemindar or TurrufE. Not- 
withstanding which he has falsely represented to Sir. Lindsay that my 
Constituent has newly established it, and that Ilubeebgunge has been 
ruined by its vicinity to it. Upon this plea, he has also raised disturbances 
and molests the shop-keepers and other people that are passing from Nubby- 
gunge with their goods. 

I bog, therefore, that a perwanna bo issued to the moodys and beoparrys 
of the aforesaid haut, encouraging them to continue to carry on their business 
in it as formerly. 

A true translate. A true copy. 

(Signed) B. Crisp, C. Buruowes, 

Deputy Pereian Translator. Secretary^ 


No. 121, 

CBeceiyed2nd Maj.j 
To THB Hoiv’blb Mb. Lindsay, 

Resident a? Sylhet. 


Dacca*: 


April 1780. 

SlB| 

We have received your letter of the 2nd instant and are sorry to observe Proto o tiro 
that the inhabitants of yonr province are disturbed by incursions of the hill a r o s 
people. As you represent that the Burkundasses you have taken into pay is an mu pionij* 
absolutely necessaiy measure togiveseourity to the lives and property of a 
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considerable number of people wbo are immed^tely under the protection of 
Government, we are under a necessity of acquiescing io it, being at present 
unable to furnish you a detachment from the Dacca Militia, on account of the 
number of sepoys that are out in the different pergunnahs j but we cannot but 
hope that you will be able to moderate the charge, as it is now very heavy, and 
we trust to you that you will dismiss the Burkundasses immediately as the 
occasion for raising them no longer exists. 

We cannot think that it would be inexpedient to expel the people you 
represent as the invaders of the public peace from the country they inhabit, 
particularly as they could have no place to fly to but the hills, from whence 
they might make continual incursions, and thereby put Government to a greater 
expense to protect the inhabitants of Sylhet than the advantages arising from 
a deserted country could possibly rc-imbusc. Your object must be protection 
to the inhabitants of Sylhet, without the necessity of continuing an established 
and hcav}’^ expense to Government ; and this must be affected by i educing the 
country, which we apprehend might be done without difiiculty, and making 
Ibc inhabitants good subjects to Government, or by taking a number of 
prisoners and releasing them upon a promise of their future good behaviour, 
and responsible hostages may be taken, if there are such, as a security for the 
duo performance of this promise. 

We ate, etc.| 

W. Hollond, 

M. Day. 

G« Hatch* 


No. 122. 


To THE Hon'ble Me. Lixdsat, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 

The Ind May mo. 


Sir, 

Wc have received your letter of the 18 th, and immediately despatched 
40 seapoys with their black ofEcers, under the command of Ensign Troop, 
also a sutheient supply of ammunition for the whole detachment. Ensign 
Troop has orders to comply with every requisition you may make. As it is not 
in our jjower to spare any more seajKiys, we Loikj this supply with the addition 
of the European officer to command them, and the ‘^Burkundaures you have 
already retained, will be sufficient to preserve the peace of the distrid:. 

W'e ar^te., 

J. Sha^^xae* 

W. HOLLOHtl. 

H. Day. 

G, Hatch. 



SYLHET DISTBICT REC0BD9. 


89 


No. 123. 


^CeceiTed 24th May.] 


To iHX Hon’bld Mb. Lindsat, 

Besideut at Sylliet. 


Dacca : 


The W. May 1780. 

Sut^' 

We have received your letter of the 29th ultimo, with the several accounts, Be^anwol 
bills of exchange, and invoice of treasure, mentioned to accompany it. quested. * ' 

We observe that there is a very heavy balance in your Treasury, which viQ 
desire may be remitted.to us, as soon as the weather.permits or an opportunity 
olEers of sending it by bill. 


We[are, etc., 
J. SlIAKGSPXAB. 
W. Hollond. 
M. Dai. 

G. Hatcu. 


No. 124. 


To THB Hon’bus Mb. Lindsay, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Sib, 


Dacca ;• 

17a Mey 1780. 


"Wenovr enclose you copy of a letter from the Hon’bleGovcmor-GeneTaland^^^^j^ ®* 
Council. It is not the first we have received of this tenor relative to the Sylhet 
tonjee account. We must lay the weight of the neglect where it ought to rest, 
npon your shoulders, and, should we be again subjected to a reproof of the kind, 
you must expect to ensure our highest displeasure. If there should bo but a 
balance of 100 cawns in any one kist, an explanation is nevertheless to accom- 
pany yonr acci^ts, and that in duplicate. 

We also send you a copy of our reply to the Hon’ble Governor-General and 
Council, whereby you will sec that, although wo condemn the neglect complained 
of, we have nevertheless given you credit for maintaining the colleotions of 
the Sylhet District. 

• 

We are, etc., 

J. Shakbbpiab, 

W. Hozxono. 
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Enclomre No, 1. 

To John Sitakespkab, Esq., 

Chief and rrovincial Council at Dacca. 

Fort William : 

T&e m May 1780. 

Gentlvmek, 

j,. ... On examining your toujee account for the month of Phaugun, we observe 
to*Orde^** a balance state I against the district of Sylhet of ruj^es 7,08 1-4-7. We desire 
you will immediately furnish us with an explanation of this balance ; and 
hope we shall not be obliged to take notice again of your disobedience to our 
repeated and peremptory orders for accompanying your towjee accounts with 
the necessary explanations. 

We are, etc., 

Warren Hastinqs, etc. 


Enclomre No. 2. 

To THE IIoN'Bt.E Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Governor Oenoral and Council of Revenue, 

Fort William. 

Dacca : 

The na May 1780. 

Hon’bi.e Sir and Gentlemen, 

for honoured with your commands of the 5th instant. We are 

y, extremely concerned that the omiadon of the Sylhet Resident should have 
dissnab cd us from furnishing you with the explanation of the balance of 
Rs. 7,08 1-7-2 upon the towiee for Pllhugun in due time. In Choite the balance 
accumulate.l to ^54,024 cjiwns of cowries or rupees 11,606-0-6-0, and theexplana- 
tion annexe! at the foot of the towjee account already forwarded is : “Tin 
above balance is chiefly due from the khedah mabal zemindars, who will be 
enabled to discharge it whjn credited for tlic elephants caught during the 
season. There will then "appear little or no balance outitanding.” 

From this, Gentlemen, you will be pleased to observe that, although the 
Sylhet Resident was neglectful in not assigning the cause of the apparent 
balance, yet he has by no means failed in tlie collections, the balances being 
in fact mainly nominal, and necessarily withheidjby the zemindars to caablo 
them to conduct the business of catching elephants for the Government. 

Wo are, etc., 

[Chief and Council of Daoca.J 


A true copy. 

Wm. Hunter, 
■Acting Secretary, 
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No, 126 . 

To THB Hon^blb Mr. Lindsay, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 


The Qth May 1780. 

SlE, 

I am directed by the Chief and Council to acknowledge the receipt of Tho Chuntal^ 
your letter of the 29th ultimo, and to inform you that they cannot reply any lah Expedi- 
furthertoit until they are favored with the orders of the Hon'ble Governor 
Getiertil and Council, iu answer to a reference, which they have thought 
proper to make to them in cons. quence of year representations. 

Copy of the address to the iion^blc Hoard I am also directed to transmit 
you herewith for your information. 

I am, etc., 

C. BrniiowEs, 

Secretary, 


JUnclofitire, 

To THE Hon^ble Wahhev IIastivos, Esq., 

Governor General, and Council of Revenue, 

Fort William. Dacca : 

The May 1780. 

Hon^ble Sir and GEXTLii^.rEN, 

We bog leave to lay before you another letter from the RosiJeut at Sylhet 
in addition to that transmitted to your Hon^ble Board under date the 20th 
ultimo. 

We are eniiroly of opinion that the expedition proposed by Mr. Lindsay 
should be effected : how’cv.T, we have our doubts ns to the propriety of accept- 
ing the voluntary services of those who are inentioned to have offered them- 
selves, and as there is suHieient time to admit of the reference, wo are induced 
to request your pnrti< ii]ar orders before we i^siie any in>tructions to Mr. 
Lindsay. As to the proposed ( xpense, it is very moderate^ in proportion to 
-the service wliich may be rendered. 

Wc have, etc., 

J. Shakespbar, 

• Dacca Council. 

A true copy. 

C. Buhrowes, 

Secretary. 


* “Tho Chuntullah, or fwcLootors inHnlitin" a wirlo cxlont -of country under the hills 
thirty milos from Sylhet, were yet even a itmie iniinerous and more troiiblcpoino peonle. Upon one 
ocenHion, rcturninif from Dacca, they uttneked my bunt in river, nnd woimaod several of 
of my men with arrows ; in con sequence of this I sent en e> press to Sylhet, df sirinp them te send 
what men they conld spare. Sixty accordinjrly cniiio, nnd 1 entered their country durin{f tho ni|;ht. 
Most fortunately I did not’ take tho diroct rodd, but a cirrr.ito.is one, almost impasBable ; for an 
ambuscade had been laid durir that dny. I found the pc plo ii.finitcly stronger than I expected, 
and that my force was nut adc'qiiato to them. Towards evening, when 1 was meditating a retreat 
out of the country, a largo body of mon uppG.ared advancing in regular order on tho plain. . I now 
flaw the full extent of my danger, but was determined to meet it with a good faro, nnd boldly 
marched up to them. When upon tho point of firing upon my supposed enemy, I had the satisfaction 
ofseeiig awhitefing displayed demanding a parley The ehiof come forward, and told me they 
were friendf^ and ready to (assist us in our underti>king, — tliot he had scon ns from the distant 
hills, and had come to our support. Being thns re-iiiforccd, the state of affairs became totally 
altered. I took up a oonveniont pordtion in the country for some days, and remained until they 
. mve me ample security for their behavienr in future. This operated as a serious lesson for me 
to be more prudent, for at no period of my life was 1 in suoh danger os on that occasion.” 'Lieea 
•oiUhi Lindaay$, Volume 111, pages 186-7. 
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No. 126. 


[Received 14th June.] 

To THE Hon^ble Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Council Chamber, 
Uemh May 1780. 
Sir, 


The Accomptant- General havini^ reported to the Board, that he has not 
recei\ed your accounts for Choite 1 1«S9, I am directed by the Hoii*blo the 
Governor General and Council to call upon you for your reasons for not having^ ■ 
complied with their Orders of the 27th December 1779 and 10th February 
la^>ti 

I am, etc., 


W. Bruerb, 
Asshtant Secretary, 


Chnntallah 

Expedition. 


Pandnah 

tannah. 


No. 127. 

[Received 14th July.] 


Dacca: 

The VI ih June 1780.. 


To THE Hon^ble Mr. Lindsay, 

Resident at Sylhet. 

Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 14th instant, and much approve- 
your conduct aud management in quieting the di.sturbances without blood- 
shed. 

As wc are not of the opinion that a tannah stationed in the manner you 
propose can have the effect of prcvcliting incur dons, we cannot assent to 
any cstablishmenlf for that ])urpose ; however, we Iiave no obj(?ction to your 
expending the additional tribute, which is to be hereafter paid by the hill jjeo- , 
pie on this service, or to your placing guards of sepoys at such stations as you 
may think necessary. « 

We are, etc.. 


J. Shakespear. 


W. IIOLLOND. 


.M. Day. 


Approval of 
Srpedition. 


No. 128. 


[Received 20th July.] 
To TOB Hoit’BLE Mb. Linday, 

Resident at Sylbet. 


Dacca: 

The Uh Jvly 1780. 


S», 

The Hon’ble Governor General and Cotitctl> in consequenoe of our re* 
presentations have approved of the steps taken by you, as mentioned in yeur 
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letter of the 2nd April last, and oonfirmcd onr instrnoiions upon the suhjeot 
of the 20th of that month. IIavin(' also laid b fore them your letter of the 20th 
A pril, they are pleased to authorise the expedition you proposed to and allow 
of your aci-epting che offers of the Sylliet inhabitants to assist you.(*) 

We are, etc., 

J. Shakbspeau. 

W. IJOLT.O!Tn. 

M. Dat. 


No. 129. 

To THE Hon'bm Mr. Lindsat, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Sir, 


Dacca : 

The July 1780. 


In your Treasury Accounts for Jait we observe a charge of 6,976 A. Rs. Elephant 
as paid to the E'ephant Contractor' < Agent. We are ignorant of any authority contract, 
that you have for making such payment, an 1, as you have neither sent 
us a voucher, or bill for the sum, we ctnnot allow the debit, and direct that 
you recredit the amount in your next months accounts ; and wc have farther 
to desire that you do not make any more iwyments to the Nabob’s Agent until 
you shall receive our orders for the purpose. 

Wc are, etc., 

J. SUAKEBPBAR. 

■ W. 11 OLLOKO. 

M. Dat. 

Oa the docket " respecting Mr. Tomjler’s bill”. 


No. 130. 


To the Hon'bi-e Mr. Lindsat, 

Resident at Sylhet. 


Sir, 


Dacoi : 

The \ith Septemher 1780. 


We have duly received your letter of the lOtb instant and herewith trans- Se^ah and 
mit you a copy of our proceedings to regulate your conduct in all cases ^hcre laud*. 


I '‘Onr milita^ sirongth did not in goaoral o^cood ono hundrod effoctive mon* being a ' 
detachment of brigade sopoji, commanded by an offloor ; the men wore chiefly natives of the 
higher provinces, but the dim ite of the hills, and particularly the water, was so pornio^Dns 
to their health that whole dotiohmoiits were successively destroyed; the party was in conLh 
quenoe withdrawn. Owing to this contrary *circamstanoe, 1 proposed to the Board fk 
nndertake the defence of the province myself ; at an expense far inferior to the former ; 
with native troops formed into a militia oorps. This w.m readily agreed to, the oonunand 
remained with me, and this arrangement continued dunng m^ residence in the country. My 
oorps 1 increased or reduced os occasion required. I accompanied them myself in every service 
of aifflonlty, and my basinos^ of course# was well done." Livisofthe Lindsatys, Volume 117, 
pages 180-1. • 
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the present occupants of the Segah and Mujroy lands fall in balance and 
abscond. 

We are, etc., 

W. Holland. 

M. Dat. 

Day.-Bubois. 


[Enclosure.] 

Extract from the proeeidingi cf the Dacca Provincial Council^ dated the 

\ith September 1780. 

Bead the following letter from the Resident at Sjlhet. 

Enter it. 

The Board osteem all the lands on the Segah and Mujroy establishment to 
have belonged originally to the Zemindars, but that they were in an unculti- 
vated state at the time the grants were made to the present occupants. These 
have held possession a considerable length of time and have been at the expense 
and care of cultivation. They should therefore be supported so long as they 
continue to pay up their revenues regularly, but in the event of their falling 
in arrears, or absconding, the Board are of opinion that the property of these 
lands reverts properly to ihi Zemindars upon the ir inaking good the balance 
that may be due at the time of obtaining possession. 

Resolved, therefore, that in such case where the present occupants of the 
Segah and Mujroy lands fall in arrears and abscond, that Mr» Lindsay be 
authorized to issue a publication for their appearance in one month upon 
pain of forfeiting their lands, and that in default thereof he invest the 
property of the lands so forfeited in the Zemindar of the pergunnah in which 
they may be included upon his making good the balance duo at the time of his 
obtaining possession, which, if he should refuse, they must be put up to 
public auction ilad sold to the bc^t bidder. Agreed that a copy of these 
proceedings be transmitted lo Mr. Lindcay with the following letter. 

A true extract. 

. 

C. Buxsowxs, 

Secretary. 


No. 134. 
[BeoeiTed IZtb April]. 
To TBB Hcn'blb Mb. Linds&t, 

Beaident .t Sylbet. 


Dacca : 


The tm March 17S1. 


Sib, 

I hercwitli transinit you tbe copy of an EaUbliihment for tbe Sylbot 
Proviace, fixed by tbe Committee of lUvenne wbiob i. to take place from 
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the first of B/8a<*h next, and I, therefore, request that yon will draw out 
joor acoount of Bjaa^h agreeably to this establishment. 

When yon were last at Dacca, I understood that you would return sepora. 
thirty of tbe sepoys that were sent to you about a twelve-'months ago,^ and 
you informed me that you had given the necessary orders upon the Bub(ject.) 

They are not, however, yet arrived, and as the Commander at this place 
represents to mo that bis corps is so deficient at Dacca that he cannot afford 
to detatch any more men upon duty, 1 request you will order this number 
back to their Station. 

I am, etc., 

. W. Hollomd. 


No. 135. 

[Beoeived 20tli April.] 

To THB Hoh’blb Mb. Lihdsat. 

Dacca: 

Tk» Sri April 1781. 

Sib, 

By the direction of the Committee, I beg leave to inform you that they 
have thought proper to continue you for the present at Sylhet to act under my 
immediate authority. 

I have not yet received your accounts for Phangun. Tbe Committee have 
certainly cause to complain of so great a delay. I observe [that your] 
accounts for the Bengal month and your running Treasury Accounts for the 
English month arrive at the same time. 1 apprehend that yon might 
transmit the former by a previous despatch. * 

1 am, eto., 

* W. Hollobd. • 

No. 136. 

[Beoeived 20th April ], 

To thb Hok’blb Mb.;Liki>sat. 

Dacca : 

Tia 12tA April 1781. 

Sib, . 

The Committee of Revenue have agirin directed me to write to yon to bo Aoeoants. 
more regnlar in transmitting your accounts, observing that they constontly 
arrive several days after the Towjee accounts arc received from the other places. 

I mnst, therefore, request that you will deipatoh your aeconnia for the Ben^l 
month in snch time as they may arrive here by the 15th of the succeeding 
Bengal month. 

, 1 am, etc., 

W« Bouosd. 
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Armn 

Kerexiue. 


Rerenne 

Settlement. 


No. 137. 

TBeceived 26tliApriL] 

To TH> Hon’bu Mb. Lindsit. 

Dacca : 

Tkt nth April 1781. 

Sib. 

I have received your letter of the 11th instant and cannot admit of the 
justness of your pleas for not transmitting your accounts in better time. The 
General Order upon this subject is that accounts of the preceding be closed 
and despatched by the 5th of the succeeding month. An hircarrah may vith 
ease arrive here from Sylhet. either by land or water, in five days. Granting, 
therefore, some delay in the despatch of your accounts, you might certainly 
regulate it in such manner as for them to reach mo by the IStb of the Bengal 
month, which I apprehend would be sufficient time ; but they now seldom arrive 
before the twenty«third or twenty-fourth. 

I am, etc., 

W. IlOLLOND. 


Ko. 138. 

[Beceived 16th May.] 
To THB Hos’blr Me. Lisdsat, 

at Sylbet. 


Dacca : 


The lOM May 1781. 
SlB, 

The Committee have desired mo to write to yon that they shall depend 
upon you exerting your utmost endcavdiirs to recover the balances of the Bevenue 
of the Sylhet Proyinces as expeditiously as possible. 


I am, etc., 
Wm. Holloho. 


No. 189.^ 


[Beccirei 1st June,] 
To THB IIov’bzb Mb. Likbsat. 


Dacca : 


The 2ith Mae 1781. 

Sib, 

I herewith transmit yon a copy of the proceedings of the Oommittee of 
Bevenue relative to the Sylhet settlement. 

I am, etc., 

W. Hollond. 


> In binding up this letter the sheet hw been out down, and the last sylablei of seTetal 
unes have been sacrificed. 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue of the 2Srd and 

2S th April 3 781. 

Read the followings report of the Dewan respecting [the] Settlement of 
Sylhet : — 

In the Chuckla of Sylhet there are many talooVdars. Such of thorn as are 
present agree to an increase of Rs. 25^000, and a nnzuranna of Rs. 15^000. A 
settlement for five years may bo made with a V/adadar, and this mode should 
be approved, and pablicalion thereof made, a responsible person may be 
found who will engage* 

G — isAta ... ... ... 200,025 5 

EdZaf^a ••• ... 25,000 0 

225,025 5 

Nuzuranna 15,0U0 0 


240,025 5 

The vakeels of the zemindars being called before the Committee, Resolved 
that the settlement of Sylhet be made for — y^ ars only the zemindars who 
are to pay their revenue through a Wadadar, that instead of a nuzuranna of 
15,000 rupees a proportionable inereasebe made on the Jamma ; and, therefore, 
that, in future the ]ammaberaied at 2,35,025-5, being an increase of Rs, 35,000 
upon — yearns revenue, and lastly that this increase be distributed amongst 
the different zemindars in proportion of the assua jamma wliich the Dewan 
says can be fully ascertained by the Canaugocs' rt'gisters. The vakeels of the 
zemindars, being informed of these Resolutions, declare acquiescence. 

Agreed a Wadadar bo accordingly appointed to Sylhet ali our next meeting. 

The 28th April 1781. The Committee taking into consideration the 
appointment of a Mutahed‘ to Sylhet. ^ 

Aqiierd that Cheyfc Singh bo appointed to this charge, and tjiat the Dewan 
be directed to receive from liiin written engagements agreeable to the f lan laid 
down in the Minuter of Consultation of the 23rd instant by which he may 
bo bound for the due dischavge of the Revenue. 

Ordbeed also that Jaynarain be deputed by the t]!ommittee to attend the 
Wadadar to keep a check account of the Jumma Wasil Rake.^ 

Ordered also that the necessary aumilnammas or instructions be drawn 
out for the Wadadar and Joynarain. 

Ordered also that the ^^dadar be directed to receive the caboolcais of the 
z?mindars, agreeable to a fnrin to be hereafter deli v. red to him, and transmit 
them to the Committee for their approbation, when aumilnammas will be 
returned to him under the signature of the Governor General in Council. 

Revenue Committee. 

A true extract. 

Thomas Douglas, 

Sub-Secretary, 

ix»9 a ]!llutahid, = a conti'actor. 
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No. 140. 

To THB Hon^blb Mb. Liin)SAY| 
at Sylhet. 


Dacca : 


The Srd June 1781. 

Sib, 

The Committee have been pleased to direct that the new Settlement for Sylhet 
shall nob lake plare till the expimtion of the i>rc.seiit Sylhet yeai*. Agreeably to 
their orders, 1 h- rewllli tranj^mit you a purwannah to the Sylhet zemindars, 
d -iliiiiiig that you are authol•l^ed to sell any porlionof land iidccssary to make 
good to (lovernin-'nt nil arrears of vrvenue that may be due from them. 
The Comiiiitiee have further directed me to en 3 '>in you to exert your utmost 
endeavours to realise the revenues of the pre. ent year. 

I am, etc., 

W. Hollond. 


No. 141. 

t Received 11th June 1781.] 


BttndabuBt of Sylhet 1190. 

Farmer Gyaran Mitter, Security. 

Scrianat Bcanoy. 

Jummaofll90 

Increase ••• ... ••• 


Dacca : 

The Srd June 1781. 


2,00,025 6 0 
85,000 0 0 


Total Jumma of 1190 ... 


2,35,025 5 0 


Kistbundee of Sylhet, 1190. 


Assin. 

Khartick. 

• 1 

Augun. 

Poos. 

795 3 

1 

795 3 

19,268 13 6 

19,258 13 5 

Maug 

Fhagun. 

Ckait. 

Bysack. 

21,318 13 5 

21,313 13 5 

25,819 6 6 

25,319 5 5 


Jaistha. 


Asai'li. 


Sravon. 


26,819 5 6 


125,319 6 0 


25,319 5 6 


Bhadra. 


Total. 


26,697 1 6 


2,86,026 5 '0 
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No- 142. 

[lleceived 14ih June.] 
To THE Hon^ble Me. Lindsay, 
at Sylhct. 


Dacca : 

The 8M June 1781. 


SlE^ 

I heiv'^w'lH ciU'loRe yon a pnrwannli Prom ilie Commilt''‘o to tlio CliowdvJea 
of Sylliofc p.’orlaiminjc? to llicm i lli 'ii* hvnU Will 1)C .‘'old at ppMit; anoiion 
to makegood to Uovevamenli any amounc of Revenue iliatlhey iimy f all ia 
balauee. 

I am, etc., 

W. Hollond. 


• The ink of this document is faded. 


No. 143. 


To William Hollond, Esq., 

Chief of Dacca. Revenue Committjse, Calcutta 

t tfid July 1781. 

StR, • 

Wc have received your letter of the —^uUimo^ accompanying the accounts 
of the S\lhet province for the month of Jcyto. Aooounts- 

As thef^e accounts arrived considerably beyonA the time limited, wc think it 
necessary to inform you that, by ihe order of the HoiiHjIo the (jovcnior General 
and Council of Revenue, we must regularly report to them every instance in 
which our directions for transmitting of accounts ar(i ne^^Iceted, and wc must 
repeat to you our posit'^ye instructions to forward them in time that they may 
arrive at the Presidency by the 25th of the English month. 

With respect to the balances, we desire you will direct Mr. Lindsay to 
exert his utmost endeavours to realise the current Revenue beforo the 
expiration of the present year. 


lam, etc., 

J. Shore. 

Samueu Chabtebs. 
C. CsOfTES. 
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Elephants. 


Two years 
Settlement 
1191 , 1192 . 


No. 144). 

[Boociyed 20th August.] 

To THE IION^BUB MR. LiNDsAY, « 

at Sylhet. Dacca : 

hth August 1781. 

Sir, 

In your account for the last Au^hun^ you charge an advance of 
Rupees 2,740-1-15 to the Nabob^s Elephant Daroga, which I request 
you will recredit, as you are particularly prohibited from making any advances 
to the Daroga withcat taking a bill of exchange from him upon the Nabob, 
and I have not yet received any bill for this sum. If however, you should 
have transmitted one, it is lost, and therefore, 1 request you will iu this 
case send me a duplicate. 


I am, etc., 
W. Hollond. 


No. 145. 

[Eoeeived 2nd December]. 

To THE riON^BLE Mr. LiNDSAY, 

c, 

at Sylhet. Dacca : 

^ 20<A August 1781, 

Sir, 

I herewith send you a copy of the Settlement and Kistbundeo of the 
Sylhet province for the years 1191 and 1192 formed by the Committee of 
Revenue at Calcutta. 

You will be pleased to establish the farmer in full possession of his farm 
at the commencement of the year 1191, from which period he is to pay 
his kist to you at the rate of 4 cawns per sicca rupee. 

The Committee have authorised me to direct you to make a publication 
throughout the Sylhet district reipiiring such zemindars as are absent to 
attend you on a fixed day to answer for their revenues and balances, and 
declaring that, in case of disobedience, the lands shall be sold, which ^ declara- 
tion you will carry into execution, upon the disobedience of the zemindars. 


I am, etc., 
W. Holloed. 
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No. 146. 


[Received 2nd Scptomber.] 

To TnB Honble Mr. Lindsay, 

at SylLet. Dacca : 


2Srd August 1781. 


Sib, 

The Committee has been pleased to extend the period for tho arrival Accounts, 
of yonr aecounts at Calentta to the 30(,U of the month, instead of the 25th. 

1 therefore request you will despatch them from Sylhet in time for them to reach 
Calcutta bj the 80 tb. 

I am, etc., 

W. Hollond. 


No. 147. 

[Received 23rd September]. 

To Mb. William Hollond, 

Chief at Dacca. Comaiittee op Revenue 

tlth August 1781. 

Sib, 

In auditing the Treasury and Accounts of Sylhet for the month of Chawkidurs. 
Bysack we observe a charge for the daiik of cawns 1 39-9-10. As tho 
aum allowed on this account is only cawns 120, wo desire that the difference 
may be refunded and brought to account, as well as the charge of 8 rupees 
inserted as paid to ebowkeydars to patrol tho To\vn and guard the Treasury, 
which is not included in the fixed establishment for that district. 

We likewise desire that you will ^’all upon tho Collector for an explana- 
tion of the ohargo of 1,419 — 8 mp^s inseiicd on account the expense of 
sending 1,00,009 cawns of cowries to Dacca, as it appears* to us to be very 
considerable. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shobb. 

Samuel Chabiebs. « 

C. Cboftbs. 

No. 148. 

[Received Ist September,] 

TFo TBB Hon’dlb Mb. Lindsay. 

Dacca : 

hth September 1781 

'Sib Military; 

I have received your letter of the 29tb, and have transmitted a copy of 
it to the’Committco. I am very ill able from the force now at Dacca to furnish 
yon with a re-enforcement from hence : but, at my requisition, the Com- 
•manding Officer has ordered a party of 20 sepoys, with the proper officers .to 
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join you from tho Alephsing gt^ition, and has sent you a supply of apimun- 
[ilion]. WilL tlieso helps, added to the Biirkuiidosscsyou have raised, I should 
hope that you will be able to ivlalinte ujion the invaders the depredations they 
have committed in the Sylhet province, in a manner that shall effectually pre- 
vent repe tition of them : to whfeh end I think it would be advisable to take 
some of the principals prisoners, and detain them as hostag:6S for the good 
behaviour of their countrymen. 


1 am, etc., 
W. IIOLLONO. 


No. 149. 

[RecciTod I2th Oi tober.] 

To THE Ho.v'blb Mr. Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of S:>ylhet. Fort William : 

1^/ October 17S1. 

Siu, 

Sir J. Me- The Hon’blc the Court of Directors having thought fit to nominate and 
theraon. appoint John Mf^Pherson, Ksq., to the vacam y in this Council causid by the 
resignation of Richard Barwoll, E q., and Ilis Majesty, having bc(‘n pleased to 
approve of the same nomination, conformably to the ])’’ovision made by a(5t of 
Parliament in that behalf, we are to inform you that Mr. McPherson is arrived 
at this Presidency, and has taken his seat at the Board. 

Wo are, etc., 

, E. WUELER. 

. John MoPherson. 


No. 150. 


[Received 2Gth October.] 


To Me. William Holland, 

Chief of Dacca. 


Sir, 


Committee op Revenue, Calcutta 
itli October 1781. 


Lindnaj We havo received your letter of the 29tli ultimo, enclosing the 

exempted on p^eneral accounts of Sylhet for the year 1190, together with copy of Mr. 
balinces of Lindsay^s letter to you on the subject of the balances. Wo are fully satisfied 
Sevenae. that Mr. Lindsay has exerted every endeavour to realize the revenue of Sylhet, 
and wo have only to recommend his continuing to use every means to reduce 
the amount of tho balances as much as possible, and we desire that Mr. 
Lindsay will point out such of the zemindars [who] may have wilfully with- 
held payment of their revenues in distinction to those who may have suffreed 
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from the dopredafions of the hill people. The former can hare no claim to any 
indulgence, and, thcrerore, wo desire that Mr. Lindsay to take every method 
to recover the outstanding balances. 

Wo are, etc., 

J. SlIOKB. 

Samurt, Ciiabtbrs. 

C. Ckoftxs. 

No. 151. 

[Ecceived 27tli November.] 

To Mr. William Holland, 

Chief of Dacca. Committee op Revenue, Calcutta : 

12M November 1781. 

Sir, 

Enclosed we send you copies of the 3rd, 5th 13th and 14th articles of a Fam ot 
petition presented to us by 03 'ar.«n Mitra, farmer of Sylhet. IVo desire you Sylhet. 
will direct Mr. Lindsay to give the farmer every assistaiico to etiahlc him to 
fulQll his engagements, also to supi)ly him with eejioys for the guard of his 
Treasure and for other occasional services, on tho expediency of which Mr. 
Lindsay will determine. 

On tho 13th and Ittli articles we desire to have Mr. Linds.ny's 
opinion, with such information on the subject as he can furnish us. 

We are, etc., 

J. Siioius. 

Samuel Charters. 

C. Ceoptes. 


No. 152. 

To THE IIon’blb Mr. Lindsay, 

at Sylhet. Dacca ; 

November 17&1. 

Sir, 

Herewith you will receive copy of a letter from the Committee of Reve* 
mue and of a petition presented to them by the Sylhet farmer. I request you 
will pay due attention to the directions contained in the former, and that 
you will transmit me your opinion, upon tto 13th and 11th articles of the 
farmer’s petition. 


1 am, etc., 
W. Hollond. 
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E,ttraci of a Petition fr^m Gyaram Miter. 

That you will give Mr. Lirulsay and Mr. Day orders to render 
me assistance in levying the increase and in collecting the Mosstjary and 
Malzamini revenues. 

There arc a few P^poys already stationed in Sylhefc, but not sufBcicnt to 
protect the lands which arc situate! on the borlers, and to escort the treasure. 
1, therefore, request you will mvc me a letter to the Commanding Officer to 
afford me a party of sepoys to guard my treasure, to bo under my immediate 
orders, and from time to time render me what further assistance I may require 
from him. 

Anundan Coar, Luclvnabjcct and Sungmaniclc Rajah of 
Pur wall were formerly unit'd. Anuiulan Coat came and re[)re9cnled to me that 
if the saniiad for tlio zemindareo ol* Lucknah jeot was made out in his name 
and 20 sepoys allowed him, he would pay lo.OOO Rs. malgoozary towards the 
in(?rea80. It has long heeii tlitj custom For the inhabitants o[ the country to 
refuse to serve under tln^ said Lucknah, I therefore r(‘(iu ‘st that you will send 
orders to the Collector of Sylhet to issue a sannad forbidding the inhabitants to 
serve under him, and also a letter to the Commanding Officer to assist the 
said Anundari Coar.] 

Fonrtrrnth . — As the zemindars and talookclavs will he continually 
laying their conqd.iints and disputes respecting their lands and talooks 
before me, I request you will grant me your permission to hear and determine 
them, ami i)ass their decree under my particular signature and the testimonies 
of the caiiongoes. 


No. 153. 


To TUB IIon'dlb Mr. Lindsay, 
at Sylhet. 


Sir, 


Dacca : 

13^/i December 1781. 


I request you will call upon the farmer of Sylhet for the balance of 
revenue due by him at tlie end of Assin, and that you will regularly demand 
of him payment of the Ki&ts as they become due. 

I am, etc., 


W. Hollond. 


No. 154. 


[Received tho 6tli January.] 


To THE Hon’dlb Mr. Rodert Lindsay. 


Revenue Committee, 


Calcutta : 


The Farmer 
diBiniaBed. 


The Zrd Jamary 1782. 

SlK, 

Wc are mnch concerned to find from the Towjee account of your collections 
for Au^hun that tho balaucss already nearly e^ual to tho amount of tho kist for 
that mouth. 



8YLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


105 


A« we have reason to suppose, both from this circumstance and from others, 
that the farmer has engaged in an undertaking which he finds himself in> 
capable of managing, we do not think it advisable to ran the risk of a loss in 
the revenue by continuing the management of it in his hands. We, therefore, 
direct that yon dispossess the &rmer and his amla of all charge in the collections 
and take them immediately under your own care, that you call upon him for 
an account of his collections to the present time, and make him answerable 
for whatever amount he appears to have collected. 

In order to prevent unnecessary trouble and delay, wo direct that in fnture 
yon correspond immediately with our Board and send us your monthly poad dinotlr 
accounts, that yon remit the produce of the revenues in couries to Dacca s^rd^ 
and dispose of them, sending us exact and regular accounts of the sales, and 
remitting the produce to Calou^, either in good bills of exchange or specie. 

As we mean to give yon the fullest authority to act upon the present 
occasion, we have a perfect reliance that the inconveniences wo mean to obviate 
by this measure wiU be removed, and the advantages we expect from it 
ensured. 

Exd, 

W. M. 

Jut. 8eey, 

We are, etc., 

J. Shobb. 

C. Cboites. 


No. 156. 

To TBB Hoh’bIiB Mb. Robbbt Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Rbvbnux Cobuittbb, CAtiOnm : 

The 2Ut January 1782. 

Sa, 

As the balance of the district of Sylhet is very considerable, we desire 
you will particularly exert yourself in realizing it as soon as possible, agree* 
able to the direotioos you hare already received from us upon this subject. 


We are, etc., 
J. Shobb. 
C. Cborxs. 
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No. 166. 

To THB Hoh^bui Mb. Bobebt Linsb^t, 
CoUeotor of Sylhet. 


Sil^ 


BbtbitdI ComnTBB, C.tfOuni : 
Tki fAih JnHwrjf 1782. 


Enoloeed we send yon an eztiaot of the ordera of the Boaid to os of ibis 
(St date. 

Exd.W.H. 


Atiittmt Seeretarf, 


We are, etc., 
J. Shobb. 
C. CBonns. 


Extract of a letter from the Hon’ble Board under date the 8Snd imatrj 
1782. 

Paragraph 4 , " approre of yonr having placed the management of the 
eollections of Sylhet immediately under the charge of Mr. Lindsay and authorize 
the addition proposed to his es^blishment. We also oonsent to his drawing 
the same salary and allowance granted to other collectors 


Mflttuy. 


No. 167. 

rBeceired 24tli Uueh.] 

mi. mi. 

Sib, 

In consequence of some resolutiors of the Board respecting the MiUtia 
Seapoys, we shall be able to provide yon an establishment instead of the 
sepoys you now have from Dacoa. It must be of bukundassies. I riiall, 
therefore, be glad if you will send me a proposed establishment as soon as 
you can. 

’ I am, etc., 

J. Shobb. 


No. 168. 

[fieceived 12tli April.] *' 


To IHB Hohobablb Mb. Bobbbt Lihdsat, 
Collector at Sylhet. 


BxvBHTJB CoHantBB, CaunmA : 


Tie 25 a MareA 1788 . 

SlB, 

The Honorable Bond having thought proper to dirert that all sraoys 
detached from the several Militia Corps he withdrawn ; we direct that yon fonn 
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an a^blisliinmt of bargundossied for yoor atation to stpply the place of the 
eepoys at preeeot with you^ and that yon tranemit the same to os for oar 
i^piOTal. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shore. 

C. CnoRBS. 

Bxd. W. H. 

jistirtMt Seere/atf. 


No. 1R9. 

iBeceived 2Qth May.] 

To THB Hoh'bu Robert Lutosat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rbvenub Cohuitteb, Camotta : 

Tie 8ti April 1782. 

Sib, 

We have received your letter of the 25th March, and approve the eatabliah- _ ^vy.],. 
inent for the defence of your district, which we direct you to complete ae 
inon as possible. 

We also approve your proposal for erecting two mud forts, and authorise 
yon to build them, on condition that the expence of both does not exceed 2,000 
rupees. 

We desire you will inform us as soon as your establishment is completed. 

We are, etc., 

« J. SaoRB. 

Sauu^. Cha&tebs. 

C. CnoRBs. 


No. 160. 


[Beoeived 4ih May.] 


To m Hoh’bu Robbbt Lihobat, 
Colleotor of Sylhet. 


Tobt Wiuiau, 
Accountant Generars office : * 


The tSrd Jj>ril 1 2. 

Sii^ 

As it is indispensiblj^ requisite that the General Abstract Account of the ^^,... 1 .^ 
toonthly receipts and wbursements of this Government should correspond 
^th the general books of the Presidency, and as the entries made in the 
former are token from your monthly Banning Treasury Accounts, and ^ h ^ et 
iu the latter from the general l^ks of the Revenue Department, which are 
fehaied from your monthly Treasury Accounts for the Bengal months, 1 am 
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therefore to request that before you transmit your monthly Treasury Account 
for the month of Bysack to the Accountant General of the Revenue Depart- 
ment you will compare the same with your monthly Running Treasury Account 
for April 1782 which will have been transmitted to this office, and form it eo, 
that the amount stated to be in your Treasury on that day of the month of 
Bysack which corresponds with the 80th of April may correspond with the 
amount stated by your monthly running Treasury Account for the month of 
April 1782 to be in your Treasury at the end oE that month, without which 
the general books cannot possibly agree with the general abstract account of 
the monthly receipts and disbursements of the Government, a circumstance 
that would render them both undeserving of any degree of confidence, for, as 
one of the two must be erroneous, those who cannot discover which of the two 
is just would not be inclined to place the least confidence in either, and as such 
oircumstances would hardly escape the observation of the Auditor of Indian 
accounts in England, he would severely censure them were they to exist. 

I, therefore, think it incombent upon me to request your attention to this 

£ )int, and the more so, as it will confirm the necessity of your observing that 
stinction between your receipts and disbursements for that part of the month 
of Bysack, which corresponds with the last part of the month of April, and 
those for the latter part of the month of Bysack, which corresponds with the 
first part of the month of May (the former of which as the general books of the 
Revenue Department and those of the Presidency are to be annually adjusted 
on the 80th April will have place in the books of one year while the latter will 
be entered in those of the succeeding year), which was particularly enjoined 
by the orders of the Hon^ble Board of Revenue of the 80th January ] 782. 

I should hope that as I have stated the application made of your monthly 
Running Treasury Accounts, it would remove all doubts as to the necessity of 
transmitting them to this office which continues as urgent as ever. 

^ I am, etc., 

Wm. Larkins, 

r ' 

Accountant Oeneral* 


No. 161.' 

To JoRN Shore, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members Sylhe : 

of the Committee of Revenue, Fort William. iind May 1782. 
Oentleubn, 

It is n'H^es^ary for me to inform you that the price of cowries at Dacca 
of late years used to fluctuate from four cawns, four puns t^ four Cawns six. ^ 
puns per Arcot rupee. The cash despatched from Sylhet being exposed to 
public sale, they would not settle more than four cawns six and seven pons 
at three months ere lit. This being the case, 1 thought it my duty to put a 
stop to the sale till such times as I receive your orders upon the subjeot ; 

I now beg leave to know whether 1 shall admit of this being sold upon these 
terms or keep them upon hand till the market rises, of which I see little or 
no prospect at present. 

*This letter commences a new Tolome of the coirespondenoe wbieh has been leriondj damaged 
by insects. 
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The raaion assign&l for the love price of cowries at Dacca is the small* 
ness of the inrestment, the weavers being unablo to purchase the [quan] tity 
of cowries they did [form] erly, there was liko[wi8oJ ......... a_ large impor* 

tation of cowries at Chittagong from the Maldcives which being sold at a 
low rate greatly contribates to lower the market all over this part of tho 
country. 

I have, etc, 

R. Lisdsay. 

No. IG2. 

To WiLUAM Laakins, Esq., 

Accountant-General, Fort William. 

Stlhet : 

22fni May 1782. 

DbaK LAKKtNS, 

1 am sorry to inform you that there is a palpable mistake in my Acoomta 
Running Treasury Account for April last. In that account I have given 
credit for 17,000 eawns of cowries less than I ought to have done, [in] 
order to make balance in my Treasury agree with that day of Bysack which 
corresponds with tho SOth April. 1 therefore now send you a copy of the above 
aocount rectified. The monthly account for Bysack will follow in two days. 

1 ani, etc., 

R. XlHOSAY. 


No. 1G3. 

To John Suoab, Esq., i 

Acting President, and Members of the * 

Committee of Revenue, Fort William, 

StIihst : 

Sm May 1782. 

OBirrLBlIEN, 

” I* 

Agreeable to the Orders contained in yonr letter of the 3rd Jannary, 1 FamsT of 
called [upon the] Sylbet Farmer to render me an account of his collections Sylhst 
[during the] months he has charge of the Revenues, via,, from the commoQoe* 
meat of 1191, to the end of. 

From the wassaulut , and jamma crutch papers delivered me* by the Farmer, 
the original of which 1 now have the honour to enclose you, it appears that . 
bis collections amount to cawns 89,162<9-14-1: 76,929 of which he jpaid ’ 
into the Treasury, tho balance of 12,233, accordingly to bis own statement, he is 
now indebted to the Honourable Company, but from the separate was saulat 
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feoeivad from the pergannali, his collections ft]^pear to liave amoanted to 
Mwne 98)186 [?]>17*8 there ie, therefore^ a ba^ee in hie hands of 
oawns 19)906*8«2*9) which ie only 6,979 more than he acknowledgee. My 
andeaTOnre to recover the foregoing sum at Sylhet having proved totally 
inefiactnal, I gave him permission to return to Calcattai where 1 hope he will 
disoharge the balance when called upon, 

1 have, etc., 

B. Lindsat. 


FhoCidaii 

Aoooaats. 


No. 16 dt. 

[Beeeived 10th June.] 

To m Hon'slb Bobibt Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

BlVBinTl COMHITTEB, CALCUTTA t 

The SO^A May 1782. 

SiS| 

Ha'mg on the 2&d instant directed yon not to discharge any vouchers for 
ttie pay of the Fongedary Department Iwithont our further orders, we now 
thins it necessary to inform you that the pay of all the native officers of the 
Fongedary Adawluts will be defrayed by the Maib Najim himself, and that 
no further disbursements on this account are to appear in your monthly 
accounts. 

These orders are not meant to extend to the receipts of the Judges ofth* 
Dewanny Adawint, on account their Fongedary charges, which are to be 
defrayed by yon as usual- We direct also that you require duplicate rec^pts 
of the gentlemen actiog as Fougedars, one of wWh you will transmit to us 
with your accounts of monthly disbursCiumits. 

< ' We are, etc., 

J. Shorb. 

'■ Sahubii Chabtbbs. 


No. 166. 

[Beeeived 30th June-] 

To THE Hok’bue Bobbbt Linbsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Bbvbmub CoioimBi, Calootta i 
The nth JiMe list. 

Sib, 

We direct your attention to the accompanying Ordar of the Bon bio tbe 

"•OMoersaot « r, Z^t j n — ;i 


toidUmte Governor Genem and Council, 
leads. 


Weare, eto., 
J. Shobb. 

C. CnoRBB. 
3, BVBLTir. 
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Extract s letter from tie ffen’ile tie Goveruer General and Ceuneil, 

elated tie Slet Afaf 1782. 

As it is an orig^inal and immemorial law of the oonetitution of these 
Provinces that no zemindar or other landholder paying Revenne to Govern* 
ment shall he permitted to alienate his lands without the express authority of 
Gorernment, and as this law has been confirmed and enforced by repeated 
publications on the part of the Governor General and Council, we approve of 
the steps taken by you in the instance before ns, and strictly enjoin yon to 
preveilt every attempt to defeat it under whatever authority by expelling the 
persons who shall attempt to usurp the possession, and preceding against them 
as disturbers of the peace in every case of opposition, and either placing the 
lands in the possession and charge of the original proprietors, or aprointing 
Aumils or other officers on the part of Government, to take charge of 
the lands on the behalf of the Company and of the Proprietor. 

A true copy, 

W. Haveskau, 

Secretary, 


Ko. 167. 

To John Sqoui, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the 
Committee of Revenue, Fort William. 

SvtHET : 

June Zm 1782. 

GSNTLZHXir, 

Herewith I have the pleasure to transmit you acoount settlement of the RoTsirae 
Sylhet District for the year 1191. The g^reat difficulty I fouml in bringing Difficoltlss. 
the zemindars from the mofussil to execute their new engagements is the 
only apology I can make for my not furnishing you wHh this account sooner. 

[I am] extremely sorry to inform you that, although the [ren] ts have 
hithereto been paid up pretty regularly, the [amount] has by no means been 
oollecting in the mofussil but borrowed from the money lenders, who are clamo* 
rons to be repaid, and, notwithstanding the crop has proved favourable, 
it is with pain 1 acquaint you during the five years I have resided at Sylhet 
1 have round so much' difficulty in conducting my business as at 
nreient. lliis is chiefly owing to the disfmtes subsisting between the 
numerous zemindars and landholders of different denominations in each per- 

gunnah respecting the mode of collecting the from their ryots, 

many of them insisting upon a general measurement of their lands, whilst 
othef proposed other methods. Differences of this nature, 1 flatter myself, 
will be adjusted [in] a short time, but what gives me far more trouble is the 
AdawiJut of turoff, both Dewani and Phouzdaiy. I have hitherto 
declined mentioning this as a grievance, but I now do it, as it must, in the 
coarse of the ensuing months, be assigned as the immediate case of heavy 
balances arising in many of the pergannahs uo'ler my jurisdiction. Sylhet, 
from time immemorial, has been indulged with an independent court of 
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justice, ^bich took immediate cognizance oE all causes or disputes arising 
within the limits of the district. The zemindars and ryots for the most 
frivolous complaints, wbich were Formerly adjusted in the course of a few 
minutes, are now liable to be carried away 60 miles from their native homes. 
Wh* ther they art^ detained there or not, it is astiigned as an unvariable reason 
for withholding their r«mts. That the inhabitants of Sylhet are the moat 
litigious S'jt of people in 'Bengal is too well known to require mentioning. 

In every family continual dissilition exist respecting the heieditaiy 
propeity of tbeir anco^tors, the boundaries oF wbich have perhaps never been 
ascertained, nor can disputes of this nature bo adjusted by any person but the 
Collector, [from] liavij’ig the records of the Dcwaiiny Dufter in his possession. 

Thus the lands in litigation run to jungle the property having 

the Resident in the meantime is at a loss to determine what party to apply for 
the rents, and the whole remains in a ^^tate of confusion. The Judge of tbo 
Dewanny Ad«aiilut cannot bo supposed to have leisure to decide upon a 
multiplicity of complaints. I have, therefore, sometime taken the trouble of 
investigating the case myself, but, as it is impossible to satisfy both parties, my 
authority bohig ultimately disputed, I have declined giving myself unnecessary 
trouble upon the occasion. For the fir^t three years I re^idLHl at Sy'het, by 
an unremitted attention to my duly, the decision of 2,500 cases appear upon 
record ; the wlude amount of which perhaps do not exceed the like number of 
rupees, but cbietty regariled the boundaries and propei ty of litigation lands. So 
far from finding my trouble lessened, as 1 expected, it accumnhited daily. I was, 
therefore, by no nic^ns serry to see the jiuli< ial authority transferred to 
another person ; and, was it not the welfaic for the province and intcu'est of my 
Jfoii^ble Employers is inimeuiately concerned, it would give me much uneasiness 
to be vested uilh it. 




I have, eto., 
R. Lindsay. 


No. 168. 


Sylhlt : 

Zm JunellSZ. 


Explanation of the Tonjee of JyU 1191. 

Agreeable to the Toujeo Account herewith transmitted the balance out- 
standHig ainounts to cawiis 58,000, which is a very little larger than it hM 
bt'cn for several years past at the same period. If it is considered that five 
months of thecurre! 3 t year were elapstd, before I took charge of the Collections, 
the balance 1 hope will not appear unreasonable. 

From the foregoing sum of 68,000 cawns, which appear as a balance, 
must be deducted 19,000 cawns collected by the Farmer more than he paid 
i^t^thi Treasury. Of this circumstance 1 acquainted the Gentlemen of 
Committee in my letter of the 30th of May. The only reason assigned 
\)y tlie zcmin.lars for witholding the remainder of the above balanw le 
very low price grxin now bears tUrougUout^ the district ; rice being offered fop 
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sale at the different markets at 3 maimds and half per rupee, and few or no 
purchasers even upon these terms. Produce of the lands, thereforci remains 
unsold, which prevents the ryots from paying up their arrears of revenue. 


No. 168. 

To THB Hon’ble Robeut Likdsa.t, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Fort William : 


The June 1782. 
Si», 

In consequence of the late Regulations that have taken place for the better 
adjustment of the Revenue Books with those of the General Department 
which have been approved oC by the Hon'^ble Board, I am to request you will 
be pleased in future to make your Ti’easury Account a^d Account Charges 
conformable to the £ng]i h months which must commence from tbe 1st May 
last^ and to enable me to adjust your accounts of tbe last year which are to 
be brought up to the 30th April instead of being closed at the end of Baudun 
as heretofore, you will be pleased to transmit me as soon as you possibly can a 
Treasury Account and Account Charges for 20 days, from the end of 
Choite or 10th April to the 30th April, in which you will please to bring to 
Acoount the Receipts and Disbursements which have actually occurred during 
that period, agreeable to the accompanying form, that the balance of that 
account may correspond with the balance of your Running Treasury Account 
for April 1782 which you have already transmitted to the Accountant-General. 
I am also to request you will be pleased to make out a General Treasury 
•Account and Jumma Wassil Bakcy with the receipts stated in each conforma- 
ble to the amount of the 7 months accefUnts, viz.^ from the beginning of 
Rauduntothe Sl^th April. 

I am, etc., 

Charles Croptes, 

Accemftant General, Revenue Department, 


No. 169. 


[Recured 28Ut June.] 

To THS Hox’blb Bobbet Lindsay, 

Collector of Sjlhet. 

Biynbub Comhitteb, Calcutta : 

The 30tA May 1782. ^ 

Sib, 

On the 4th of April last wa directed you fo collect the amount due from 
the diatrioti, under your ohargo, account the fees of the Seoietazy oftha 
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Collections. 


Lakhiit] 

Unds. 


Revenue Department, and remit it to us either by bills or in specie. As you 
have not Gom)3lied with this order, we diri'ct your immediate attention thereto 
and that you remit the same without further delay. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shore. 

Samuel Chartebs. 


No. 170. 


Charles CRoiiTES, Esq., 

Accomptant-General to the Revenue 

Department, Foii William. 


Sylhet : 


1782. 

Sir, 

In compliance with the directions contained in your letter of the 26t\ 
ultimo, I have now the ideasure to enclose you Treasury account for 20 
days, viz. 

From the end of Choitor lOih April to the 30th April 1782. 

Charges collections, charges zemindary and oharges general for the above 
period. 

General Treasury account and Jumma Wassil Baukoo, from the com- 
mencement of Assin to the 20th Bysack or 30th April. 

Had the J umma Wassil Baukee l:>ecn closed at the end of Choit, instead of 
the present jwriod, the balance woul^ only have amounted to cawns 27,720. 
In the above Jumma Wassil Baukee account the tonjec is carried on to the 20th 
By^ack. The revenues in demand for these 20 days amount to cawns 
59,903-4-0, but as there are never any collections made at Sylhet till the latter 
end of the current montH, or the beginning of the ensuing, on account of the 
great delays attended the trans|K) station of cowries from the mofussil, it must 
account for the kist of 20 days appearing uiu^ollccted. The balance outstand- 
ing will be brought to credit in the accounts of new year. 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindsay. 


No. 171. 


To John Shore, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members 


of the Committee of Revenue. 


Sylhet : 


mhJuly 1782. 

Gentlemen, 

I was duly favoured with your letter of the 3 7th nltiino, directing me to 
transmit you an account of all the lands in the Sylhet district, under the 
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denomination Lackerage,^ or rent free lands. In reply, I take the liberty of 
acquainting you that, from the records de]X)sited either in the canangoes or 
dewanny dul'ter, I have been able to obtain no satisfactory information 
wbitever, so as to enable mo to comply with the orders. The soil of the 
Sylhet district, during the Mogul administration was neror considered as an 
obji'ct worthy the attention of Government. In lieu of revenue, the officers 
stal ii)ncd here on the part of the Nabob, engaged to furnish him a certain 

number of elephants and a F^tipulated of chunam. The cultivated 

lands, which constitutc'd but a veiy small proportion, were only considered the 
property of the zemindars from the title of proscription. As to the waste 
and jungle lands, they were in the most pmfuso manner bestowed in charity or 
given upon a kharulge jiimma[by]the Phozedar to his priest and menial servants, 
nor was any register kept of such gifts. In consequence of this liberality, 
there is not a person, even of the most inferior rank, in Sylhet, who is not 
poi^sesbcd of Lackerage land of some denomination or other, and the best 
richest lands in the pri)vinee are exempt from the revenues. 

In hopes of obviating the above difficulties, T have called upon the 
zemindars to deliver me a list of these lands sitiiato l in their respective 
pevgunnahs. After drawing it up in the form prescribed, I will take tlie liberty 
of transmitting it to yon. Por the present permit me to offer my opinion that 
until a general measurement of the whole province takes place it will be 
impossible to determine the quantity, etc., of the lackerage and rent free lands 
with any degree of certainty. 

I have, etc., 

R. LiNDsaY. 


No. 172. 


fHoceiroS 30th July]* 

To THE Hon'ble Robert Lindsay, • 

Collector of Sylhet : ^ 

Revenue Committee, Calcutta : 

The ISth JtUy 1782. 

Sir, 

Enclosed yon will receive a copy of the orders of the Hon^ble the Governor 
General and Council, to which we direct your strictest attention. 


We are, etc., 

Samuel Charters. 

C. Croftes. 

Minnie of Council the Wth July 1782. 

The Board deeming it necessary to piwent travellers in passing through 
' the countjy from the pernicious practice of seizing and pressing the inhabitants ^ 
* to serve as coolies or otherwise, do hereby given notice that if any single 
sepoys or small detachment of sepoys commanded by European or Native 


^ Lakhiia] (oorrapUy Isokexage)^ exempted from xeTenus. 
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officers^ going from place to pla^e, sliall be guilty of any oppression to the 
inhabitants of the country or shall attempt to make them Iserve as coolies 
the Collector oF the District is authorized and directed to apprehend the 
ofFenders, and deliver them over for trial to the nearest Military Station. 
When the public service is concerned, and coolies or carriage of any sort are 
required^ appi cition is to be made to the Fouzadar or Zemindar of the district 
or village who is to furnish such assistance as may bo necessary. The Collectors 
are likewise directed to arrest anv native servants not being sepoys who shall 
be found so transgressing and deliver them over to justice. 

A true copy, 

J. P. Atjuiol. 


JTew Cnstomi. 


Ko. 173. 

To John Shore, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members 

of the Committee of Revenue, Fort William. 

Sylhet : 

\9t August 1782. 

GlNTLEMlN, 

Herewith 1 have the pleasure to transmit you 
Treasury Account. 

Charges Collections. 

Charges Zemindaiy. 

Charges General, 
a^d 

Toil jee Account of the Sylhet District, the month of July 1782, 
with copies of the s-ame in the Persian and Bengal languages. 

The Accountant-General, Revenue Department, having in his letter of 
the 26th June, directed me to close the Anancial [accounjls of the district at 
the end of April, inste.id of the 30lh Baudon as heretofore, I will find it 
necessary to form a new kistbimdee. When completed, which I have reason to 
think will not be the case soon, I shnIl take the earliest opportunity of 
transmitting it to you. The introduction of new customs, especially of so 
important a nature as change of style in a mountainous country like Sylhet, 
where the inhabitants are known to be the most litigious in Bengal, so rigidly^ 
tenatious of their ancient habits, and jealous of the smallest innovation, you 
must be sensible, will be attended with , some difficulty, as it will ere [ate] a 
total alteration in the mofussil respecting the time of holding the Pooneah and 
collecting the rents from the ryots. It may be attended for the^ first year 
with some prejudice to the collections. From the foregoing Tonjee account 
for June, which was calculated for the Sylhet year, viz,, from the 36th 
Bhadon 1190 to the 1st of Assin 1192 you will perceive a considerable 
balance outstanding. The only reason 1 can assign for this apparent deficiency is 
that my collections are now almost totally at a stands on account of the Adaidut 
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eBtablished at Sultansee. The Sylhet revenues are paid, and the mofugsil 
business conducted immediately by the zemindars. They are too poor to afford on ooilectioa 
a sadary to naibs. As the principal are now daily removed nearly a hundred 
miles from their native homes, upon the most frivolous complaints, no further 
explanation is requisite. Their revenues, of course, are at a stand. Although 
1 think it necessary to inform you of those partioulars, I must do that justice 
due to Mr. Day by saying that he has hitherto paid the greatest attention to my 
representation^ by settling the causes of such zemindars as were under detention 
with all reasonable expedition, but the suits from Sylhet are too numerous 
and of too litigious a nature to admit of a speedy decision. The zemindars 
themselves have lately adopted a plan to evade the demands of Government 
perhaps not practised in any other parts of these provinces, and which nothing 
but a most litigious disposition could have invented. This is done by commenc- 
ing suits against themselves in the name of some of their talukdars or ryots 
for encroachments.and other plausible pretences. Peons from the Court are in 
consequence sent to apprehend them, and being thus removed they are 
furnished in their opinion with sufficient reason for withholding their 
revenues. Was the court stationed at Sylhet instead of Sultansee, every 
objection of this kind would be obviated. 

It is with pain I inform you that during the 5 years I have superintended Diflcity 
the Sylhet collections, 1 never have experienced so much difficulty in realising with couec- 
the revenues as at present. Indeed the zemindars seem to have formed a general 
combination to evade paying |the increase. Lands of such have been 
most refractory, agreeable to your directions, I exposed to public sale, but 
from the poverty {of the inhabitants^ and low estimation lands are held in 
at Sylhet, no purchasers appeared. The zemindars are not, therefore, kept 
in awe by publications of this nature, and to carry my order into execution 
by coercive means, from the situation of the country and long experience, I 
have found ineffectual. As I flatter myself the Board have not as yet had 
any rcaeon to be dissatisfied with my ccfiduct, whatever the event may be, 

I hope you will be rest assured that my endeavors shall not be less exerted 
in bringing the collections to a favourable issue than hitherto! 

1 have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 

No. 174. 

To John Snonn, Esq<, 

Acting President, and Members 

of the Committee of Revenue. Sylhet ; 

Srd August 1782. 

QaNTLBNBN, 

In addition to which I wrote you on the let instant, I [am] now under Diflenltr 
the necessity, and at the same time sorry, to inform you that my revenues are CoUectioas. 
now almost totally at a stand, the zemindars of Etah, Beezoorah, Chowal- 
lees and other principal pergunnahs haying been within these few days 
removed by peooa of the Turraff Adawfut to answer to petty complaints 
is^i^rid against them. Circumstanced as 1 now am, 1 do not see the least 
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prospect of having it in my power to render you any satisfactory aoconnt 
whatarer of the collections, notwithstanding the unremitted attention to the 
interest of my Honorable Employers. 

Having in my last intruded upon yonr time by saying a great deal on 
this snbjeot, more at present would be considered unnecessary. I will only add 
that as the authority of the Court is by no means established over those parts 
of the Dacca district which are nominally under it^ jurisdiction, the most 
trifling complaints from the litigious inhabitants of Sylhet are immediately 
listened to, without any benefit arrising to the plainants or publick in general, 
but [infijnitdiy to the prejudioe of the Uon'ble Company. 

1 have, etc., 

R. LlNOSi.Y. 


▲ecounts. 


No. 174A. 


[Received 24 lh August.] 
To TB> Hon’blb Robbbt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


POBT WlUlAM : 


SiE, 


The 16M Angutt 1783. 


^ herewith beg leave to return you your Treasury Accounts and Aoconnt 
Charges for the month of Jaite 1191, as there is no farther use for these 
Treasury Accounts accor ling to the Sylhet mimths ; and I am to request 
you will be pleased to forward to the Committee of Revenue your Treasury 
Accounts and .Account Chirges made out according to the English months, 
conformable to my lett.'r to yon of the 26th June last, for the m o n th s of 
May, Juno and July, with all possible expedition. 

* I am, etc., 

* Charles Croftes, 

, Aeemptant General, .Revenue 

Department, 


AiNinot 

Bsnaae. 


No. 176. 

[Beceived 20l]i September.] 

To THB Hoh’blb Robert Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rbvekub Cohhittbe, Calcutta : 

The 19M August 1782. 

Sir, 


We rely on yonr nsinj^ eveiy endeavour on yonr part to liquidate theTmliOM. 
of cawns 58,274>11<0, which appears doe from the districts onder yobr tflmrge 
at the end of (die month of Jyte. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shorb. , 

SiMaBL'CiftreiwI.- ' 

C. Cborbs, 
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No. 176. 

[Received 13th September.] 

To TBB Hor'bu Robbbt Liin)SA.Y, 

Collector o£ Sylhet. 


RKTaNXTB COMUITTEB, CaLCTITTA. : 

m 2m Augutt 1782. 


We have received your letters of the 1st and 3rd instont, and having et Sol- 
referred the subject of them to the Hon’ble the Governor General and Council, tMiee. 
we enclose you an extract of their reply. 


We are, etc., 

J. Shobb. 

Sahcbl Ciubtbbs. 
C. CxOETBS. 


Eitraetofa UtUrfrom tie Son^ble Board under date Me 23rd Augutt 1782. 

We cannot proceed on a general charge to make any alteration in a public 
arrangement, but if you will furnish us with a single instance from the 
Collector of Sylhet of the interruptions which have occurred to the collection 
of the Revenue from the process of the Court of Dewanny Adawlut at Sul* 
tanse, we will then proceed and determine ^npon it. 

A true Copy, • 

W. Havbbkav. 

Stereiarg. . 


No. 176A. 

[Beceived lOtb October.] 
To THB Hon’blb Robbbt Lindsay, 

CoUeotor of Sylhet. 


Fobt WmiAK : 


Tie SOM September ITSE. 


So, 

Having received fironi the Right Hon'ble the President and Council at 
Fort St. Qeorge the mo^it afflicting accounts of the extreme want and distress mine, 
to which the poor ^f that place are reduced by scarcity of grain^ notwith- 
standing the regular monthly contribution of the inhabitants and the liberal 
relief affiotM irona wo are induced to make the subsoription for tUt 


Fa- 



120 


BYLHET DISTBICT BECOBDS. 


Squtteri. 


AMnnta. 


diarity more pablio, and desire that you will publish the samei and receive 
such tenders as may be made to yon for the use of the poor at Madras, the 
amount of which yon will remit to Mr. Anriol, our Secretary, by bills on tiie 
Committee of Bevenue, and send him a li(-t of subsscribers, that the same with 
the subscriptions may be published in the Bengal Gazette unless forbid by any 
particular subscriber.* 

We are, eto.| 

Edward Whelisb. 

1 OHN McPherson. 


Bnelome. 

Whereas information has been received that sundry parcels of Revenue 
land without the limits of the town of Calcutta have been seized by the 
Sheriffs' peons, who have been suffered to take possession quietly and to 
remain in possession for a considerable time without interruption from the 
Officers of the Company employed in the collection of the Revenues 
. Notice is hereby given.— 

Should any person whatever employed in 'the collection of the Revenues 
suffer such an act to take place within the limits of his authority, without 
opposing it or sending immediate information to the Committee ol Bevens^ 
they shall be held answerable for all losses occasioned thereby. 


No. 176B. 


To John Shobi^ Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the Council of Bevenue. 

Stihbt : 
October 1782. 


Gentleheh, 

Herewith I have the pleasure to enclose yon Treasury Account, chargtt 
collection, charges zemindaiy, and charges general for the month of Septem- 
ber 1782. Towjee account for the Bengal month of Bawdem, and copies of the 
whole in the Persian and Bengal languages. By the Toujee Account thebalanm 
wffl appear to yon un[favo]rable, but 1 am in hopes the gr.)atest part of ik 
will be realised during the coarse of the next and ensuing month. 

I have, etc.. 


E. Lindsan. 
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No. 177. 


To John Siiohe, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Sylhet : 


November 1782. 


Guntlemev, 

1 bog leave to request you will order the paymont of^ one thousand Aroot 
Rupees to Mr. Auriol towards the relief of the distressed inhabitants of Madras. 
U his amount I will bring to credit in my treasury account for the month 
of jNovoniber. 

I have, etc., 


R. Lindsay. 


No. 178. 

To J. P. Auiuol, Esq. 

Syuiet : 

2/id November 1782. 

Sill, 

Herewith I bog leave to trouble yoti with a draft upon the Committee Pani . 
of Revenue for iVreut Rs. 1,000 — a sum to subscribe towards the relief of the 
distressed iuhubitauts of Madras. 

am, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. 179. 

To John Stiork, Esq. 

Acting President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Sylhet: 

^nd November 1782. 

Gknilemen, 

Enclosed I have the pleasure to transmit you— 

Treasury Account. 

Charges Collections. 

Charges Zemindary. 

Charges General, 
and 

Toujoe Account of the Sylhet district for the month of October with 
copies of the same in the Persian and Bengal languages. 

[I take the liberty] to inform you that I never yet found so much diffi- . , 

culty in collecting the Revenues as at present. At the commencement of the wi?h*^CoSoo- 
year, there appeared a general combination throughout the district to withhold tioai. 
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the payment of the increase, but this I have in a great measurogot the better of it. 
Still many of the pergunnahs, as you will perceive by the Toujee, are considera- 
bly in arrears of these. It. is highly equitable to distinguish such as have 
not ability to pay from those who have but will not, and who, at the same 
time, consider thcmaclves, and are considered by others, in a light superior to 
the other landholders, from being able almost in every instance to evade the 
orders of the Government. The zemindars of Lunglah i^rgunnah, Tuppih 
Mantabed pergunnab, Chowallces, Tappa.h Muscoorey, Pergunnah Botal, have 
always particularly distinguished themselves by Ihis refractory disposition, and 
from the Towjee [a(icoun]t you will find they are several kists in aiT[ears]. 
From motives of humanity I have hitherto re'lrained from troubling you with 
a representation to these citcct, but now an example is highly iieeoissary. 1, 
therefor^*, reque-it your permission, to expose [to] public sale the whole or such 
part of their [lands] as will make good the balance now due to Government. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lixdsat. 


No. 180. 

[Received 14lli December.] 
To THE IIoN^BL>: Mk. Robeut Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


FOIIT Wlf.LTAM : 
WtU November 1782. 


Sir, 

The ITon^ble Court of Directors bavinp^ thought fit to nominate and 
appoint Joliu Stables, Esq!, to the vacancy in thi.s Council caused by the 
resignation of Philip Frannies, Esq., and Ilis Majesty having been pleased to 
approve of the said nomination ; conformab’y to the provision ma<lo by Act of 
Parliament in that behalf, we are to inform you that Mr. Stables is arrived at 
this Pre.sidcncy, and has taken his seat at the Board. 

We are, etc , 

Edward Wiieler. 

John McPueeson.^ 

Exd. 

IT, Hall, 

' Original signatures. For a note onJ* Stables and his opposition to Hastings "Vidn 
the Calcutta Jrlistorica] {iJociety's Reprint of Grand's Narrative of a G-entleman l^ng 
Jd'Uiidenty etc., page 300. 
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No. 181. 


To JOkIN Shorb, Ebq., 

Acting President, and Memlers 

of the Committee of Revenue, 
Fort William. 


Sylhep ; 


ioth November 1782. 

Gentlemen, 

The covvpi '«» transportel to D.v'ci h iving accumulate 1 to a considerable Cowriot. 
amount, 1 founl my jiresentic there Jihsolutcly iiLCOssfiry to migotiate a sale. 

This Cl ream stance prevent.*d me from sooiiu- replyiii » to your letter of the 
7th Oittober, The accounts therciu re'piired of mo, I enclose you. In [aj 
short time, I shall have tho pleasure to make a eonsid ralde remittance in 
spe[cie], .and to render you an :i'*cou»it suli of tho cowriis from the time the 
province was made independent of Dacca to the pre.-ent period. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. 182. 

To TUB IIont’dle Warren IlAsrixo^ 

Governor-General, ami Members 

of the Supreme Council. SvLifET : 

Fort \rilliara. UU December 1782. 

Gentlemen, 

It grieves me to be under tlic ncoossity oC express fo 

acquaint you with tho following |)artunilar^. h'or some days past, since the riuts.^ 
comraoncemeiib of the pro:*oni. fc tival tho musmlmoo, wlio constitute two- 
thirds of the iuhabitinla of ^vlhot liavo shown sigu^ j.f the most turbulent 
and unruly dispodtioii. Ti I day tli"y continued assembling in 

numerous boJicS; and, being :ir-ncd, Ivdd consnll;.tlons iijiun the plain. Their 
intentions, were at first., not known, further than being prepared for every 
kind of violence. 

At last they determined that the Gentoos^ should discontinue their religious 
ceremonies during tho jMolionim, and tlie.^e hurmloS'! people were thriatcnt:d 
with dreadful consequences il they di obeyed. Tiie Gentoiis, in a public body, 
represented this to uho-as a gri vance they h;ul never before exptTienced durim^ 
the present Government, petitioned lor red; o>s. I ans[wered that] I would 
do my utmost endeavours to prevent any [distur] banco from taking place. 

This 1 did to the utmost of my pow[er] but without effect 

During the whole [of] this day they continued assembling, and towards 
the feven]ing proceeded to the Dewan^s house of worship, and [insisted on] 

.hia shutting it up, which he :;eeordingIy did, but with this th y were not eati&fied: 


^ Geotooi, v.e. the Hindus. 
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tlioy insisted also upon the wooden gods being produced and destroyed. This 
unreasonable [demand] was not compl ed with, and the Dewan with his 
priests exposed their [persons] in protection of the images. Intelligence 
being brought me to this effect, I immediiitely despatched my z madar of 
Bi»]K)ys and the head canimngre, both of them Mussulrnen, to endeavour to 
pcr.'uado the mob to desist. But tbeir reasoning proved in vain, the mob> now 
[mad] with z al, proceeded to hostilities. Thty scald the walls, beat the priest, 
burnt the houses of worship, and dragged the images in derision through the 
town. Still greater outrages would have been committed, when I found it my 
duty to remain no longer inactive. With 30 sepoys, tow:ir<)s the close of the 
oveiiinc;, I marcbed to the place where the mob was assembled, who retired 
at my approach; from thence to the house when? I was told the ringleaders 
hid met. It was situated upon the top of a hill. 1 im self marched at the 
he .d of the sepoys. Upon my arrival at the summit, I found a small body of 
men drawn out upon the table, comi>letely armed, with tlieir j^words drawn, and 
ready for actions . These were of the priest tribe, who hold lirge portiems of 
land charity from the Government, and were surrounded by tb.eir dependents 
likewise armed. Here I ordered tlie sciiovs io hnU, and, attended only with 
rny jemadar of sepoys, 1 advanced, ex])Ostnlated with lliem respecting their 
mojc of conduct, but they were deaf to my words. I told them that a dis-tur- 
b.incol bad] happened of the [most] s-Tums nature, that 1 presented myself before 
[tliem], not as an enemy, but as a mediator, r.nd lor tin* pru-ent, I requested of 
them to liy a>ide their arms and nct;ompany me in order that a ]>roper 
investigation might [take] place. Their answer was short. “Wo nro not dogs 
of the Ferengies,^ to obey their orders, — saying this one of the ringleaders 
advanced and m.ide a blow at me with his tulwal-. Thi.-j Oie Jamadar fortun- 
ately parried. The second blow hroiight my Jamadar to the ground, wdun the 
sepoys in the rear f uslied b rward. Tl'liese unfortunate men, mad with 
enthusiastic zeal, now threw themselves leading ujion the dctacluiieiit, 
sword in hand, and, bifore they were finally oxeicome, desperately wounded 
twelve of my man. Here the disturbance ended, and altho^ iwo days of the 
festival still remain, I see no prosp.jetof its roiii wal, for tho. e people who were 
of the most turbulent disposition, are no laoiv. Four of tlum fell in the action 
and I am happy to find that few or none but tlu*«e desparadoes have suffered. 

As [I] am fully conscious of having acted with the greatest impaitiality, at 
the sametime with coolness and moderation, <luring the course of this unhappy 
disturbance, 1 flatter myself my conduct will not meet with your disappro- 
bation. 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindsay. 


183. 

To John Shore, Fsq., 

Acting President^ and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Syluet : 

December 1782. 

Gintiemen, 

Enclosed I lake the liberty to submit to you copy of a letter I yesterday 
(addressed the Governor [General] and Council, as it will give you a full idea 

^ VezoD^iea t.r., European. | * Tulwar, i.e,, a sword. 
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Tofl the origin and eoqnel of a dieturbancoy which happened two days ago. Biots. 
I will add that the principal Massalmeii have since obeyed niy summons of 
attendance, and endeavoured to apologise for the conduct of their sect in 
general npon the present occasion, which they attribut ‘d [to the] enthusiastio 
madness of a few individuals, who sufE>'r.‘d for their folly. This the language 

held before private opinion— is I cannot say, but in whatever manner this 

unhappy affair is represented by people of the different persu tsions, I am 
conscious of having done my duty and no more. As the Mussalmen, that 
day, were not in a situation to listen to reason, I requested of the Dewan, 
and other Oentoos to shut np their Tagoor barrys, or houses of worship, for 
the remainder of the festival, which they immediately complied with, but 
this condescension, so far from appt‘.*6iag, irritated the multitude, and, has 
not the ringleaders of the disturbance fallen, 1 am persuaded much bloodshed 
must have happened. 

The Gentoos, at least the few who carry arms, soon after assembled. 200 
senasees were likewise re idy to join them, and, though far inferior to the 
Mnssalmen in point of number, they seem -d desirous of wiping off the insult 
by the efEasion of blood, or to perish in the attempt. To prevent this 1 
interposed, and had nearly fallen a sacrifice to their enthndiastic madness. 

I have more than once taken an opportunity of representing to you the 
Uti| 2 ;ious and turbulent dispo8[ition] of the Sylhet inhabitants ; and I am sorry 
to say it has [exhibited it A( in a most apparent de.^red since the removal 
of the courts of judicature I hope you will excuse the liberty [I now take] in 
offering my opinion that the resident of Sylhet, wbioh is not a champaign 
country, cannot bo vested with too much authority in order to keep the natives 
under legal control. Here this ifficcr of Government ought [not only] be 
[r 08 ]|)ected but feared. Whilst he officiates »im[ply ] as Collector, he is consi- 
dered as acting in an inferior c*apacity, and when the Revenues are paid that 
his powers, of course, c^ ase At pre«^entj every man looks upon himself as 
unaccountable to any for his action.^i;: one sows the grains and the other reaps it; 
and, at this moment there is uMd es.4 confusion through the district. From this 
I do not mean to throw any reflection upon the Tui%ff Adawlut, though the 
distance from thence to ^yl'.iet is too great and thp road dangerous at mmy 
SQaeons of the year. Now have 1 the smallest ambition to be again vested 
with judicial powers, for it i:* an office when properly attended to infinitely 
laborious and when joined to otlu r duties of my station, (although I formerly 
went through both chi erfully) mav now prove too much for my constitution to 
bear, but should the Hon’bie Boaril think proper to confer that honor upon me 
again, I will with pleasure take (diarge of it. An additional sala^'y, as Judge 
or Superintendent, is unnece.<«sarv, ny present alloviances from Government 
being upon the mo<^t lib ml I'ooLiivr. With the aid of my Assistant, I could 
still discharge the imporiant trust reposed in mo with convenience to myseli 
and to the satisfaction of the inhaijitants. 


I am, etA, 

Bg LiNDSATa 
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No. 184.. 

[Kcceiyed 1st January 1788.] 

To THB Hon^ble Mr. Robert LiNDs.iy, 

Collector of Sylhct. 

Revenue Department, 
Fort William : 

Tht December l'’^82 


Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 1 ith instant, and we, on your represen- 
tation ot the 1 ito unfortunate affair, do entirely approve of your conduct on that 
occasion and lest the turbulent disposition of the people should create further 
evils, we have ordered two companies of sepoys to be sent you from Dacca ; 
and we desire you will cause to be apprehended all who were most active in the 
sedition, and sequester the Milky a id Lackerage lands belonging to them, 
until the pleasure of the Roard be known : that such of the (lersons as you 
shall apprehend be delivered over to the Foujedarry Court for trial, but as the 
Officers of the Court may be most of them of the same religion as those 
Goneernod, and may Lave had a part in the fray, we direct you to appoint 
proper people to attend the Couit and tike down the evidences of the parties, 
which, when closed, are to be transmitted to us ; and care must be taken that 
none of the parties are releiised until our final orders are received. You will 
aldO immediately assemble the principals of the Gentoos among tlio sufferers 
from the late rio', and afford them every redress in your power, giving them 
assurances from us of a reparation for auy substantial wrong which may have 
been done them. 


c> 


We are, etc.,, 
Wabben IIabtinos. 
John McFhebson. 
John Stables. 


No, 184.A. 

Extract froth the Lives of the Lindsays, Vol. IlJt passes 210>217. 

Daring my residence in India, when our alUrs were less prosperous tbaa 
at present, the country was more or less convulseu by occasional commotions. 
I speak of the period when Mr. Hastings visited Bunares in the year 1782, 
and the temporary revolt of Rajah Cheit Sing and Vizier Ali. By a well* 
constructed plan they had nearly snccneded in taking Mr. Hastings and his 
body-guard prisoners ; had this beeu effei‘ti;d, the whole of India would have 
been in arms and open revolt, being justly disaffected; as it was, there was 
considerable agitation in many of the provinces of Bengal, and it was partially 
felt even at Dacca and Sylhet. 


* Original aigoattins. 
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At this last pl;)cc tho Miissiilmen had become uncommonTy violent. The 
period of the Moharum, or an'mal festival of the Islam faith^ was approachin^i 
when a deputation from the Hindoo inhabitants came privately to inform me 
that they had certain int«‘lU^ence that tlie Mahomeians meditated an assault 
upon our government on that day, and that it woiil I likely commence by an 
attack oil the H in loo temples in the town. I told them that 1 could not 
believe it, as they had hitherto shown no indie ition of riot. 

My military force, nt th it time, being a good de«l scattered in the pro- 
vince, not moro than forty or fifty men could be mustered fit f«^r duty ; and 
I desiTcd my Jamautdir, or black oflio.r, to have all in readiness in the case 
of affray. Nothing occurred during the day ol festival until five in the 
evening, when the Hindoo inhabitants ludiel i* to my house in numbers, 
covered with marks (f violence they had received from the Alaliomedans. 
I went into my r^om for a few minutes, dresged my pistols, and gave them 
to my favourite black servant, desiring him to k ep near me, and, if he saw 
me in danger, to put them into my hand. 1 carried a light horseman ^s sword 
undjr my arm. There was no time for delay, as the town w’a^ on fire in 
different directions. With my tmall force I man he I to the yilaco where the 
crowd was collected, and found, to my surprise, that tlie numbers were much 
more considerable than I expected. As 1 advanced, they retired to a strong 
position upon a hill, and there took post. I followed them to the top and 
drew up my sepoys on a table-ground diiectly opposite to them, where they 
stood with shouldered arms. 

I then went forward, with my black officer, to hold a parley on the spot* 

I found their leader a priest of considerable rank, at the head of three 
hundred men. Ho was in.-olent in hi^ manner ; I was perfectly calm. I told 
him that 1 |5re6ented myself hel’orc him in the enpaoity of head-magistrate, 
that I was informed affray had hap, ened, which I would invi stigate next 
day, and render justice where duo, thtt my object at t’ at moment was 
to oompcl him to lay down his arms and retire peaceably. He immediately 
drew his sword, and, exclaiming with a hud voice, **ThisisJhii day to kill 
or to die ; the reign of the English is at an end/^ aimod a hiavy blow at 
my head ; this I was fortunate enough to parry, but be struck so hard that 
my sword was broken, and little more tha’i the hilt remained in my hand. 
My black servant at the same moment thrust a pist5l into my hand, which 
1 instantly fired, and the priest fell,— and so close were wc in contact that his 
clothis were set on fire. 

My sepoys in the rear, seeing my dangerous situation, discharsred a 
platoon while I stood in front, from which I miraculously escaped. My black 
officer and I rushed back intone ranks in time to prevent th^ir giving way; 
we then charged with bayonia, and drove the armed multitude over the hill. 
At that moment there lay an old man wounded at my feet, and a sepoy was 
on the point of transfixing him with the bayonet, when I diverted the point 
with my foot, and save 1 the poor man. 1 mention this circumstance, as it is 
connected with a story hereafter. 

I had now time to loo]^ about me and survey the mischief that had been 
done in so ^hott a time. The high priest and his two brothers were lying 
detfd on the ground, and many of his dependoLts were wounded ; on my 
side, one sepoy was killed and six wounded. Most^ fortunntely my people 
did not give way, —if they had, every European in the place would have 
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f^len.^ I now asked for 1117 assistant, Mr. who I supposed had 

been killed; he soon appeared, and candidly informed me that the scene was 
too much for his nerves, and that he had retired durin;; the combat. 

My next duty was to convey the wounded men home, and dress their 
wounds ; having no medical assistance, my situation for the night was not a 
little alarming ; my rope-maker, of the name of Job Hinton^ was an able 
hand with the needle, and he was busily employed in sewing up the wounded 
men lying in my hall. I was ignorant at that moment as to the extent of 
the revolt in the town, and demanded the immediate attendance of the 
principal Mahomedan inhabitants as hostages during the night; and I had 
them all in the house, when a person of the name of Beck and several other 
Europeans came running into my room for protection, assuring me that the 
people were assembling in force, and coming to burn my house, — but it proved* 
a false alarm ; the people were marching in solemn procession to bury their 
dead by torchlight. 1 now thought it my duty to send out a military force, 
and let it be known that no honours could be allowed to those who had thus 
rebelled against the existing government. A petition was presmted next day 
in humble t«*rms by the relatives of the high-priest and others who had fallen 
when no objection was made to their private interment. 

This event was oE too serious a nature not to be reported to government ; 
they immediately ordered a reinforcement of troops, supposing me under 
temporary difficulty ; but the tumult soon subsided, and the order was 
countermanded. 

In order to shew the troublesome j)eople I had to deal with, I shall men- 
tion the following anecdote. An inhabitant of the village of Sylhet, by trade 
silversmith and of some note, requested a private interview. He told me that 
one of the Cusseah chii^fb had lately come down from tho mountains, and 
lodged next him in the town, — that, from circumstances which had appeared, 
be was afraid a conspiracy of an alarming nature wa8(carryiog on, of which 
I was not aware, — and produced a letter he had picked up, addressed to my 
commandant of ^f>oys ; the language, he said, he did not fully understand, 
but advised me to send for the Cusseah interpreter, 1 accordingly did so. 
The man, upon reading the jiaper, started and hastily shut the door ; the 
letter was addressed as described — to my commandant of sepoys. This 
person was po-sessed of my full confidence, and 1 was not a little alarmed 
and moitihed to find that he was in correspondence with the hill chief to 
betray and put me to death. The letter contained the following words 
1 perfectly understand your last communication, and will act accordingly. 
On Mon lay morning, two hours before break of day, I will surrrund the 
house of your chief, and take him and his i^aole establishment prisoners • 
YoUj and your sepoys who are in my interestjpast be on the watch, and 
shall be amply rcwardcd.^^ 

This was indeed enough to startle me. I retired to my room, and dressed 
my pistols — I thi-n stut my European servant ibr Beim Khan, my com- 
mandant, and told him that 1 had ever considered him as a trusty man and 
faithful servant, but 1 had froiiie information against him, which made me alter 
my opinion. ‘‘ You .-ire now under arrest, and — turning to my servant-— 
there is a brace ofpl. tols — watch this man during the night, and if my 
resistance is off'Ted, or a rescue attempted, shoot him through the beadi 
The oommandant then delivered up his sword, and I retired. 
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To the informer in the adjdnin^ room I held a different language. 
friend/^ said I, ** I am infinitely obliged to you for your information on this 
occasion^ as you have probably saved me and the settlement from the 
greatest calamitv,*-^Qd, be assuredi you shall bo amply rewarded when the 
oonspiracy is fully traced ; the commandant is now under confinement^ and 
the proofs must soon appear. At the same time it is necessary to preserve 
the appearance of justice. It is my duty, as chief Magistrate, to place you 
also under custody. I must also send to your house for your trunks, con* 
taining your papersj and have them examined in open durbar/^ The man 
app^^ea in much agitation^ and asked if such were the reward of his 
services? I promised him full justice in due time. In a few hours his papers 
were before me and inspected, when a scene of villany appeared which proved 
him an offender of no common standing. I found that the letter he had 
produced^ and also the seal attached to it, were forgeries ; and various 
attempts were found among the papers till they had reached perfection,— - 
and even the government official s^als were done with the utmost nicety. 
Ho was of course consigned Over to the regular courts for trial, and my com- 
mandant received public honours^ to prove my approbation of his past 
services. 

I had never hitherto been in the practice of riding out in the country 
with attendants of any kind ; I preserved the same plan, knowing that, if 
1 had betrayed any fear, there would be no end to alarms ; but an incident 
occurred soon after, to shew that fanatical zeal had been roused to resent the 
death of the high priest, which made me more cautious in future. 

My friend Robert Hamilton (a captain in the army, sou of a gentleman 
of the same name, formerly laird of Kilbrackmont) came to pay me a visit. 
We were sitting together at dinner, which had just come in, when my servant 
informed ine that a fakeor, or mendicant priest, wished to speak with me on 
urgent business. Although the hour was unseasonable, 1 desired him to be 
admitted. 1 was sitting at the top of the table, Hamilton at tho bottom, 
next the door,-— the priest entered ana stood immediately b^ind him. He 
began his story by informing me that he had been robbed on entering the 
province, and, being plundered of all be possessed^ he looked to me for redress. 
There was an irritation in his manner and a wildness in his eye, and hie 
right hand rpsted in the cummerbund, or cloth *which encircled his body. 
His app3arance alarmed mo; therefore, without changing my voice or manner, 
I said, ** Hamilton I slip behind that man and knock him down,^^ — he hesi- 
tated—*^ Obey my orders,^’— Hamilton was a strong man, and, rising up, 
with a blow from behind laid the prieet prostrate, but, in the act of falling, 
he aimed a blow at Hamiltju with his poniard, which he had held concealed, 
and, finding he had missed tik aim, immediately buried tho steel in his own 
breast. The priest fainted from loss of blood ; — when, having recovered ‘from 
his swoon, I asked him what his motive was for this atrocious act, his answer 
was that of a madman, **That he was a messenger from God, sent to put to 
death the unbolievdrs.’' My suspicions wera^ thus fully verified, and, had 
1 not acted as I did, I must have fallen a sacrifice. 

The poor creature lin^red some weeks and then died, hut never altered 
his statement. Instances, such as I have described, frequently oocurred to 
me, owing ta the annual assemblage of fanatics at the i^ine of the tutelary 
saint. 
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Before I quit the subject of the foreg^in^ affray^ I must return to the 
death of the high-priest, and the old man lying wounded at my feet upon 
the top of the hill, it being connected with the following singular occurrence. 

my domestic circle, long after my return to this country, I had more 
than once told the story relative to the death of the high-priest. I was listened 
to with interest, but was 6\idently allowed the latitude of a traveller,— » 
when, more than twenty years afterwards, my veracity was fully confirmed 
in the presence of my whole family. In taking my usual morning’s ride 
along the coast, I passed the door of our clergyman, my worthy friend, 
Mr. Small. There I perceived a man standing, dressed in full Eastern 
costume, with turban, mustachios, trowsers, girdle and sandals. To his 
evidrut astonishment, 1 accosted him in his own language,—.'* Where were 

yon born?^’— *' In Calcutta/’-— Toot baut, it is a lie,” said I ; ''your 

accent bclrayg you ; you must belong to a different part of the country/’— 
You are right, Sir/’ he replied, " but how could I expect to be cross-ques- 
tioned in *a foreign land ?” With a salaam to the ground, he asked my name 
and where I lived. 1 pointed to the house on the hill, and desired him to 
call upon me next morning. 

He came accordingly, and my numerous family were all present at our 
conversation in the Hindostaui lansruage. I first asked his name . — * Seyd- 
ullah,” he answered. " How eame you to tell me a lie, the first question 
J ever a>kcd yon ?” " You took mo by surprise, Sir, by addressing me in 

my own language. The fact is, I was bom at a place called Sylhet, in the 
kingdom of Bengal, aod came here as servant io Mr. Small’s son, who was 
purser of the ship. A gent'eman of your name,” he continued, " was well 
known in that country, and in liondon I endeavoured to find hi^i out, but in 
vain,— nowhere could I trace him.” — " Suppose,” said I, looking him full in 
the face, " tliat I am the man ?” Ho started back with horror in his 
countenance — " What ? did you kill the Pier Zada ?” (the son the high-prieet).^ 
" Yes,” 1 replied, " I did ; he attacked me sword in hand, and fell a victim 
to his own i^sbness-’' • SeyJ-nllah immediately recovered his composure. 
When I asked, him what was the opinion of the people on that subject, he 
answered, " some approved your conduct, 1 others disapproved and, putting 
his band on his breast, with a sliirht inclination, said, " I was but a l^y.” — 
Where were you durin'g the affray, Syed-ullah ?” said 1. "On the top of 
the bill, near the bouses and, with a harsher tone, he added, "you killed 
my father also.” " W'as he an old man, Seydullah ?” "Yes.” "Your 
f.ithcr was not killed in action ; I saved his life myself, — am I right or 
wrong ?” He said, " you are right ; he was severely wounded, and died in 
consequence some months afterwards.” 

Seyd-ullah confirmed, in broken English, my former details gn the subject. 
He would not allow that his father was actually the slave ci the high-priest, 
1 ut styled him his salt-eater, or dependent. He said th^t- the Pier Zada and 
his tno brothers tell in the affray, with several others of their aclberents, but 
would give no account how the disturbances originated, further than that the 
cour:try was at that moment in a convulsed state. He afterwards, at the 
desire of the ^sdies, entei;ed into a minute detail of the history of his country, 
stnting in everyirstance things as he wished them to appear, not as they 
actually were. He was ask^ what wee bis particular talent ? to which he 
replied, that be had been long famed for dressing^ the best curry in the world, 
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and tliat he always carried about wiiih hloi part of the ingredients. He was 
desired to return next dayi when the other materials should' bo provided. 

Tho following morning the family governess appeared as usual at break* 
fast ; her manners were etnWrassed, and she evidently wished to communi- 
cate something of importance. ‘^I sm sensible/^ said shoi ‘'that no attention 
should be paid to dreams, but,^^ bursting into tears^ "when; a scene is repre- 
sented in. Such dreadful colours as it occurred to me last nighty I should be 
more than culpable if I did not do everything in my power to avert the 
calamity with which the whole family is threatened. I dreamt, Mrs. Lindsay, 
that a black man came from the extremity of the East, and poisoned Mr. 
Lindsay and his whole family ; and I beg and entreaf^ as you value your 
lives and happiness, that the curry may not bo put on the table, or the con- 
sequences may be dreadful T' 

In spite of this good lady^s advice, Scyd-ullah attended at the proper hour, 
and prepared a curry to suit my palate, wnen, just before dinner, an audience 
was demanded by Mrs. Lawson, the old house keeper, in the next room, when, 
with much agitation, she said, you know, M^am, I am not apt to be 
troublesome about trifles, but I think it my duty to mention that I narrowly 
watched the dressing of this curry, and not in one single instance could 
I trace tho man tasting the dish himself. I told him ho surely had not 
put insufficient salt, but no— no— he knows too well what he is about ; therefore 
pray, Ma^am, prevent Mr. Lindsay from eating this curry The same 
remonstrance was re-echoed by my whole family,— never was a dish better 
dressed, and never did I make a more hearty dinner, 

I wag well aware of Seyd-ullah's reasons for not tasting tho curry. Tho 
fowls of which it was composed were killed by the cook, — had he drawn the 
blood, and said the usual prayer, he would have had no scruples. And thus 
finishes the story of Seyd-ullah and the Pier Zada. 


No. 186 . 

[Beceived 13th Pebmary?] 

To TUB Hon^ble Robert Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector at Sylhet. 

Revenue Committee, Cat.cutta ; 

80 ^^ JufiucLty 1788 . 


Bie, 

The Account Settlemout and Eistabundy of Sylhet which you traiig- Aoooo&ti. 
mittedtp us, is drawn out according to toe Bengal year 1189, in)itei4 pf 
being made cpnfomable to the Yelbyetty yemr 1190. We desire you , prill 
rectify itj and Tetorn it to U8| for which porpose you will irepeive it herewith* 

We are, etc., 

J.Eboib. 

. " • G. CBOFrce 
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No. 186. 


[Beceired 17th Febinarj.] 


To XBB Hon^bud Bobxbt Linosat, Esq., 
Collector of Sylhet. 


BbTENTTB COKUITtEE, Caluuita : 
Zrd February 1783. 


Jndidal 

Mtheiitj. 


SlB, 

Accompanying you will receive an extract of a letter from the flon’ble the 
GoTernor-Oeneral and Council. 


Wo are, etc., 

J. Shobe, 

C. Choptes. 

Extraft of a letter from llorfble Board, dated the 28^^ January 1783. 

We have already written to the Collector of Sylhet respecting the disturb- 
ances which were lately occasioned there, and, with regard tq. his being vested 
with judicial authority, it remains for consideration till the business of the 
^dawluts is again taken up, when his application will be referred to. 

A true copy, 

W. Havbrkam, 
Secretary. 


UallOBMdU 

IBets. 


. No. 187. 

To THE Hon'blb Waeeen Pastings, Esq., 

Governor-Generalj^and Members of 

the Supreme Council. Sylhet : 

nth February 1783. 

Hon'blb Sir and Gentlehen, 


I was a few days honoured with your letter of the 24th December, con- 
taining your orders in consequence of the late disturbance. In obedience to 
your commands, I have apprehended several of the persons who were most 
active, and will send them to Dacca, in order to take their trial before the 
Criminal Court established at that place. Here, I am sorry to say, no redr^ 
can b6 expected upon this occasion. Mcer Ibrahim Oman, who has presided 
as Datogha for these ten years past, and with whose conduct I have every reason 
to be satisfied as well as the natives, is just removed from his station. This 
I can onlv attribute to representations made by the Mussalman inhabitants to 
the Naboo of Meer Ibrahim's oonduot during the holy days, ahd of his having 
[satisfied] a 'much stronger inclination to suppoft tne cause of the Gentoos 



SYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


133 


than that of his own sect, I must acknowledge I was not a little indebted ^2S»dfor 
his assistance in pr(*ventin^ the disturbance from becominsr more pfeneral. I, 
therefore, take the liberty of recommending him as a person fully desjrving of 
the countenance of the Hju'ble Board. 

With rogravd of tlie re-inf orcement of two. companys of sepoys from 
Dacc'i| as I found the strength at Sylliet f dly sufficient fo** the purpose of 
restoring/ tranquility, as W(dl as f jr appreh ndin^ the parties concerned, 1 
thought it unnecessary to call for thjir assistance. 

1 now be? leave to request that the Hon^ble Board will be plea^^ed to 
order me from the stores two small field piece.-*, 3-pouudcrs. Since my resi- 
dence at Sylhet, I have sometimes founil my!^1f in a situation where they 
mi^ht have been of infinite service. Indreil, as a fronti r province, and sur- 
rounded by troublesome neighbours, they are absolutely requi.-ite for the 
protection of the settle neat. An allowance for hsrars is unnecessary, as all 
expenses of this nature can be defray od from the established sebuudec. 

I am, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. 187A. 


To John Shoes, Esq., 

and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 


Sylhet : 


m March 1783. 

GENTLEUENi 

In reply to your letter of the 17th ultimo, I take the liberty *of acquainting Military, 
you that there is no regular body of military Rtutioned at Sylhet. Tn conse- 
quence of the Dacca Militia sepoys being recalled, the Hon^ble Board thought 
proper to approve of the Sebundee^ CRtablishment, which I submitted to their 
consideration. The men raised for this purpose at first only consisfed of 
burgundosses and bowmen, but, finding admail corps regularly disciplined us^'ful 
upon many occasions^ I thought prudent to ra'se a complete coinpanv 
consisting of 125 S(*poys with the\r respective oflicers, which I clothed and 
armed in the usual manner. Sylhet is a frontier province and liable to 
frequent incursions of the hill people and neighbouring f reebooters. I am 
always obliged to station two-thirds of the force at the established tannaha* 
under the mountains, from whence they are immediately assembled upon 
emergency. Enclosed is a return of the force now at Sylhet, with an abstract 
of the pay of the men, olHcers, etc. 


I have, etc., 


B. Lindsay. 


^ Perhapa from Persian soldiers ergroged on three-monthly pay^ 

■mt. The term wm applied to local infautcy troops until as late as at least 18 ^. 
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Account of the fay and allowaneee of tie Sfhundee Corps stationed at Sylhet 

for the protection of the province. 


1 Hazary 

••• ••• 

80 

Re* 

60 Burgundosscs 

• • • • • • 

250 

280 



1 SiiliidaT 

• • • • • • 

60 


2 Jemindars 


40 


8 Havildara 

••• • • • 

80 


8 Naiks 

••• 

64 


. 2 Tom toms 

• • • • • • 

10 


1 Trumpeter 

■ • • • • • 

5 


125 Se^ioys 

• • • • • • 

625 

88£ 

m 

— _ 

Clothing, arms, ammunition, mngaz'ne 
charges, rey)airs of ihe different 
Tauuahs, and every other contingency 

• • ■ 

196 



Sa. Bs. 

1,360 


Disposition. 


TaoBAhf. 

1 , 

1 

s 

w 

•-9 

1 

1 

Naiks. 

1 

B 

o 

H 

Trumpeters. 

1 

} 

C 1 

‘ . 1 

2 

s 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

At Ponduah 

• ••• 

... 

1 

1 

2 

e •• 

mmm 

15 

16 

,, Inchamuttee ... 

••• 


e« • 

1 

1 

• • • 

900 

10 

10 

,, Sologur 

• • • 

• •• 

... 

1 

2 

aee 


16 

10 

„ Lahore ^ 


0 9 9 

... 1 

1 

2 

• •• 

• ee 

16 

15 

„ Sylhot 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

86 

... 

Temporary oommands 

... 

... 

i 

••• 

2 

... 

... 

... 

86 

... 

Total 

... 

1 

2 

8 

8 

1 

1 

126 

60 


Sylhet, tub 4th March 1783. 
( Bobbbt Likphat.) 


Lmok. 
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No. 188. 

[Received 10th March.] 

To THi Honosabui Robp-bt Likdsay, Esq., 

Collector of Sylhet. Rbventjb Committeb, Calctjtta : 

20M February 1783. 


8ib« 

We have received yonr letter of the 1st January last with your Towjeo Aooouts. 
Biocount for the mouth of Au;^hun. 

Wo cannot but remark a ne^rlent in omitting to send ns evplanations of 
the balance an l refer you lo the Orders of the Hon'ble Board coinmauicated 
to you in our letter of the 3rd instant. 

We are, etc., 

J. SHO'tS. 

Sauubl Chabtbbs. 


No. 189. 

[Received 12th March.] 

To TBB Hobobablb Robert Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector of Sylhet. Rbvenob Committer, Calcutta : 

27<A February 1783. 


SlB, 

Enclosed we send yon a memorandum of sqjns due to the Foagedany pimudaxL 
Department for the payment of which apfillcation has heen made to us by 
the h'abub Mahamed Reza Cawn, and desire you will dist-harge the original 
vouchers for tho above sums, on their being presented to you. 


We are, etc., 

J. S H OUE. 

Samuel Chabtbbs. 
C. Cbuftbs. 


8YLHET. 

1. Beooipi for the ealaries of Meer Jowad XTlla Fonjeder, eto., 

from the lat of §awaii to tho ond of the ^ame month 

2. Becoipt for lepairin? the Cntoharry and Jail in the year 1188 
* in the aame of Ihrahoem Duaga 


Ba. a. p. 
S60 15 0 
39 1 i 


Total 


Sbs 409 6 i 
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No. 190. 

To John Shobb, Fsq., 

Acting Presidenfy and Members of the 

Committee of fievenaoj Fort William. Syldet : 

12tA March 1783. 

Gbntlkmen^ « 

Mr. Arcliibald Burnett, my Agent at Dacca, acquaints me that under date 
the 27^7/ ultimo, he transmitted you two bills of exchange amounting to 
60, QUO sica rupees, vizi : — 

1. For Rs. .30,000 drawn by Robert Hunter on Mr. Fcrgusson, at 10 

days sight, 

2, For Rs. 20,000 drawn by Ignatius D. Barros on Mr. Joseph Barrette^ 

at 20 days sight. 

Those sums being recovered, I request you will give me credit for the 
same amount the Sylhet Revenue. 

The low prices courios nnw bear at Dacca and indeed all ’ov r the country, 
chiefly owing to the great quantities imported from the Maldivies Islands 
must accoount for my remittances not baviug hitherto more regular. 

1 have, etc., 

R. Linsday. 


No. 191. 


To John Shobb, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the 


Conuuittee of Revenue. 


Sylhkt : 


GSNTr.EHEN, 


Via March 1783. 


In reply to your lefter.of the 3rd instant, I must inform you that there 
are no public, and but few private seminaries of any kind for the education of 
youth within the limits of iliy jurisdiction.^ 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. 192. 

[Received 21st March 1783.] 

To THE. Honorable Robert Linsday, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Committee, Calcutta 
loth March 1788. 


Sir, 

We have received year toujee account for the month of Poore, and are 
sorry to remark the balance is so considerable. With respect to the pleas of 

* For Joiepli Banetto aivd hU familj, ses Nffipal, PM and Pretmi, Vol. II, pp. i aa4 597*1, 

* In 1781, bastings fenindsd tbs Had^asta or Manonedan GoUsge at Caleatta. 
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the zemindaira founded on the heavy increase, we cannot admit thenii bat 
direct that yon recover the amount from them. 

In case the acmindara of Chautgant should not attend, agreeable to the 
publioatiou you have made for their appearance, or cause some persons to 
attend on their parts, and make good the revenues due from them, you will 
proceed to a sale of their lands. 

We are, etc., 

Samoel Crabtbkb. 

C. Cfioms. 

No. 193. 

To Jonathan Duncan,, Esqu., 

F. B. Revenue Department. SrLavr : 

17^1 M»rc\ 1788. 

Sib, 

1 am duly favoured with your letter of the 4th instant, desiring me to 
send you the following papers, vizti 

1. Account Jnmma Wassil Bankee for tho last Sylhet year up to the end 

of Bandon. 

2. An account of the receipts and disbursements of the said year. 

In reply 1 must inform you that the accounts of this Province have not 
for many months past been kept according to the Sylhet, but the Bengal year, 
conformable to the orders of tho committee and Accountant General. If 
jou are desirous of having an abstract of the accounts of last year, they shall be 
• immediately transmitted to you in the Persian and Bengal languages. 

I have, etc., ^ 

R. Lindsat. 


No. 194. 

To THB Hon’blb Wabben Hastings, 

Governor*General, and Members of the 

Supreme Council of Revenue. 

Sylhet : 

22sd March 1789. 

Hon’blb Sib and Oentleuen, 

Through the channel of the Committee, I some time ago took the liberty Omili ot 
of representing to you the great inconvenience the inhabitants of the Province ^utioe* 

» 7om(^ Dnnwn, Fnp^ of^portt to tte Beveaae Department, beoame lle« {A« n t at 
®?“*“i»here liadiitinwiBh^Um«elfeqiialIy byhw abilify as a rerenne offloer, (mB^- 
Ean s CornwMu, p. 181) and by bia human maasnies for aboUebinir n. linnGnm^r 

•( Bombay to siitMn flan (1756 to 1811). Ha died and iraa bn^ at Bombaj. 
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labour under in consequence of the removal of tlie Dewany Court of Judicature. 
While the authority of the Court of Phogedary Adaulat still existed evil- 
minded and disorderly people were kept under some restraint, but this Court 
was likewise removed about a month a^o* In so extensive a district as Sylhet, 
where the natives are well known to be the most turbulent of any in Bengal, 
the consequence of being deprived of regular Courts of Justice, which have 
been stationed at the Capital from time immemorial, is too apparent to require 
description. 

It grieves me to say that the most disorderly confusion now prevails 
throughout the district. Murder and the most grevious crimes are daily com- 
mitted with impunity, for there is no person either to take cognizance of com- 
plaints or apprehend delinquents. I therefore, beg leave to lay before you, the 
general petition of the inhabitants that the Court of Phogedary be re-establish- 
cd within the town of Sylhet. 

It does not behove me to say anything further respecting the re-establish- 
ment of the Dewanny Adaulut. In a former letter I took the libeity of ofFer- 
ing my service to undertake the management without any additional expense 
to the Government, which I hope in due time will come under the consideration 
of the Hon’blc Board. 

I have, etc,, 

B. Lindsay. 


No- 196. 

To THE Hon^bij) Wakebn Hastings, Esq., 

Governor General, ^and Members of the Supremo Council, 

Sylhet : 


29M March 1783. 

Hon^ble SiH AND Gentlemen, 

1 take the liberty of acquainting you that I have built under the moun- 
tains the following vessels which will be completely fitted ready for sea as soon 
as the northerly monsoon sets in 

Tods. 

400 
260 
16U 
150 
140 
140 


Tue oyjnec — 

The Highland Queen 
The Beauty ••• 

Tyger ... 

The Buff alow 
The Bhinocerus ••• 


As this is an undertaking never before attempted from these parts, 
I flatter myself it will meet the encouragement of the Hon^ble Board. 
Possessed with this ho]M, I beg leave to request that you will be pleased to 
allow me the established freight for 15,000 bags of rice to Madras. 

The rice of the best cargo kind I will undertake to purchase at Backer- 
gunge for^the Hon^ble Company, and load free of all charges for Be. 1 jssr tnaundm 
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On tills account I expect no advance, nor that any part of the freight shall * “ 
become duo until the vessels which I propose des)>alching the Hurring-attah^ 

Passage in the Sunderbands are actually sailed. I further beg leave to repre- 
sent to the Hon^ble board that there is very large quanHty of couries lying un- 
saleable at Dacca. The re-impoiting of the couries will be nf inlinite sci Yice 
to the Province already drained cf its currency by a continual exportation 
without any visible importation, and I will readily accept^of them at the bazar 
price in payment for the hire and freight. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 

No. 195A. 

\Tjxtract from the Lives of the Lindsays, Volume 7/7.J 

The French fleet had, in the interval, been more successful by sea, and 
completely dislroyed our trade in the Ray of Bengal ; the consequence w:<», 
that the groalCht search y of proxisions, nearly approaching to famine, pre- 
Ydiled over the Coromandel coast, to obviate which, our Government he’d 
out the most liberal encouragi^ment to any person who wou’d engage to deliver 
a certain quantity of grain at Madras. "With more zeal than prud ‘nee, I 
tendered an offer to land at that plate, within the period of eight months^ 
in ships of my own building, five thousand tons of rice. The offer was 
immediately accepted, and to work I went. 

The mountains of Sylhet produced wood and iron in abundance ; had 
also canoe-builders and muslin-weavers, and they were taught to build ships 
and make canvas. Rut tho difli cullies I had to encounter in building, launch- 
ing, and equipping a fleet of twenty ships, so far from the sea, were beyond 
belief, and let no mortal attempt so wild a speculation again. The principal 
diHlculty I had to contend with was the short space allowed me by the 
climate. The periodical rains rise to a certain height, and then as rapidly 
subside, having the bed of the river dry for nearly six months of the year, 
so that I had no more than four months to build and launch the vessels. I 
had a British ship- builder, a block-maker, a* canvas and rope maker, to 
conduct the different departments, but it required the utmost exertion to get 
the ships despatched iu time, before they were effectually closed in for ths 
year. 

Most fortunately, my health never failed me throughout the Herculean 
straggle, which eventually terminated better than 1 expected. My ships 
reached the salt water in safety and in time> nnd were loaded on tho part 
of Go\ eminent. At this time a gentleman high in ofilce, and even more 
speculative than myself, had long coveted my contract, and more than once 
hinted at my giving him a share of the conc^ern ; that 1 declined, but, find-* 
ing the business too difficult to manage at a distance from my abode, I 
proposed to transfer the whole concern to him at prime cost. Most fortunate- 
ly for me he closed tzith my offer, and thus relieved me from a sea of 
trouble. 


See LsTouohs : Jourw^cf Majors Jamu Benmll, page 91. The Hariaghsts eatuaxy or 
♦ Deer ford’*. 
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Ship-bnildiag. In undertaking a concern of finch magnitude, and fraught with the most 
eerioufi'ditticnlties, my prudence may certainly be called in question. In my 
own defence, I must fully acknowledge it was rash, but the idea originate! 
upon the most disinterested principles of patriotism. A famine was raging 
on the coast, and wo had no ships to carry down provisions, excepting such as 
were built on the spur of the moment, by people as zealous as myself, in 
situations similar to my own ; and such exertions were assuredly of the 
highest importance to the Government under which we lived, and had the 
good effect of proving the resources of the interior upon emergency# Much 
credit ua» also due to the ingenuity of the inhabitants, and their readiness to 
assibt in forwarding our views, when pub’ic disaster called for more than 
common exertion. Upon this occasion the inhabitants of Sylhet proved them- 
eelves conspit uously deserving of every commendation on my part, and entitled 
to my own personal gratitude. 

In condu' ting these ships to the sea, near to that country already men- 
tioned, (failed the Sunderbunds, there is a wide and uninhabited range of land 
abounding with tigers, buffaloes, and every wild animal of the forest. Upon 
coming to anchor with the flood-tide, I went on shore to take a walk, and 
soon after espied a large herd of cattle at a great distance on the plain. 
A iisliermau ] a^^ing by at that moment in his canoi*, I asked him what they 
were ? lie taid they were wild buffaloes pasturing. I observed animals of 
a smaller de>e]iplion among them, and a^kcd what they were? He answered 
that tlicy were different kinds of deer, who cling to the buffalo for protection 
from the tigers, which are here very numerous. I asked him if the buffaloes 
were particularly tierce to those who approach them ? In reply he said. 
Be very cautious how you wound the buffalo, but you may take what liber- 
ties you please with the dec^r.*' Upon this, I went again on board, and 
armed myself and servants with ball ammunition. Many of them shot well, 
and I was much inclined for somo good venison. 1 put on a green silk gowo, 
not to appear conspicuous. 

As wo advanced (towards the numerous herd it appeared to he a service 
of no Fmall danger. I took a long shot at a reindeer without effect, the 
buffaloes tearing the earth with their hoofs, and staring at ub wildly. We 
had ircviuubly agn ed, that, should any of them run at us, wc should all 
immeliateiy lire, and bring them up, but ior this we had no occasion. We 
continue 1 to advance within fifty ya^ds, and, in less than half an hour, we 
dropped more than twenty of the larg» st red-deer. We then gave a general 
Bhout, when the buffaloes retired. One hundred men were sent to us from 
the fleet, but our whole force c uld not carry on board more than ten deer ; the 
vultures and other birds of prey fell heir to the re^t, and I was not a little 
pleased to find myself and party safe on board after the dangerous amusement 
of the day. 

After I< aving my ships in a safe situation,^ I pushed down to Calcutta 
I'O make the nccessnry arrangements as to delivering them over, as well as 
the fav(»urablc contract 1 lal from Government —but this proved a more 
difficult operation than I was aware of. Difficulties and objections of a 
Bcrious n-.itnie occurred but, as I bad fortunately introduced into our mutual 
agreement a cl.iuse referring all points of misuiiderstandin? to the arbitration 
of a mutual friend, he, with a liberal band, settled everything to oar mutual 
Batiifaetion# By this arrangement I certainly lost at least £ 8,000 ; but 
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tiM fftnileman who pnrchimd the oODoern had a sad prospect before hinif as Wp*i>ei)lior 
all l£e ships were of oonrse ' built of greed wood, to answer a temporary 
emergetuqri and could not last long. Under such ' oircnmstances I was for* 
innate in closing the concern. , 

A couple of months* residence at Calcatta enabled mo to retrace my 
Journey to Sylhet. In returning through tbe Snnderbunds a circumstance 
oocnrred which had nearly put an end to my worldly career. For the sake 
of expedition, I had embarked on board a test-going express-boat. In the 
middle of the night, when passing through a rapid river with an ebb-tide, 
by a 'msh of the people to one side the boat was almost filled with water, and 
nearly upset. 1 jumped up, demanding what was the matter, and was 
answered that a tiger had leapt on board, and carried away the gulleah or 
bowman. I said it was impossible, for we were at that moment going 
seven knots an hour, and impelled forward with a very rapid tide ; the lantern 
was produced, and the most convincing proof appeared of the truth of their 
assertion. The tiger, in his exertion to get on board, had left much of hie 
hair in the gun-wale, and in the morning we discovered one of his claws in 
the seam of the deck. But the bowman was gone. Tbe claw remained in my 
possession for many years. 

Immediately after this accident happened I dropped anchor, and in the 
mo rni ng rowed to a wood-boat, also at anchor in tbe stream ; the man told 
ns the same tiger bad attempted to board him the night before, but, having 
boarding nettings fixed up, he was easily beaten ofl!. 

Tigers are in no part of the world moro numerous than at Sylhet, but as 
thmr natural food of sheep, goats, and deer is abundant, 1 hardly knew an 
instanoe of thoir attacking a hnmaa creature, nor do the inhabitants hold 
them in tenor ; but in the country I have described their character is totally 
changed in consequence of starvation. . The deer in these regions are innumer- 
able, but, tbe whole country being thrown some inches under water every 
spring-tide, though it operates in favour of tbe forest-trees, the underwood 
is completely destroyed, so that the tiger, finding no shelter to enable him 
to pounce on his prey, is famished in the midst of plenty ; he is therefore 
compelled to take to the water for food, and thus becomes in a manner 
amphibious. 

I returned to Sylhet with tbe same rapidity I usually practiwd, and I am 
sorry to say the reader will find me again actively employed in building a 
ship, double the size of any 1 had hitherto oonstructed. She was a beautiful 
vesS‘I,calledtbei4«yM<te, four hundred tons burthen, pierced for eighteen 
guns. She was the phenomenon of the mountains, and the Cnsseahs came 
mm great distanceH to see her -to them, no doubt, a.wooiderfal sight the first, ' 
and withont doubt the last, of the same magnitude ever built in that park of 
the world. We had now gained experience in the science of building, and, 
inatw of looking forward to a regular launch,, as happened the former yew, 
we dng a Large dock, and therein laid the keel, tr.j8ting to the periodical rains 
to float her off the ensuing year. 1 have since that period pnzzled many a 
nautical man with my. story of building a ship of four hundred tons burthen, 
three hundred miles from the sea, at least fifty miles from water to float 
her— and nil perfectly true j the periodical raint cleared np the mystery. 
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SUp-biiildiaf. 


I was in Rome measure led into this wild speculation a second time hj im. 
amateur of soienee, who drew beautifully. The plan originated with his genius;, 
he proposed to take an equal share of the conoern, and I could not do less, 
than call the ship after his daughter, Auiiusta. Tlie laborious part entirely, 
remained with me ; when money was required he cheerfully paid his proper^ 
tion, but in the sequel, 1 had to contend with many diliicultiesi from which 
1 could only be extricated by my own bodily activity and sonnd constitution^ 
which happily never forsook me. 1 accompanied the vessel through a most 
intricate and hitherto unexplored navigation to the vicinity of the sea. On 
the passage down the ship frequently grounded, but, being furnished with 
good anchor boats, wc hove her off without difficulty. My troubles I 
thought now at an end, having anchored at a place called Luokypore, Uiar to 
the confluence of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, two of the largest rivers in 
the world. Captain Thomas, who was named to the command of the ship^ 
bore joined me, and I had the satisfaction to find in him a man fully deserv- 
ing the most implicit confidence. This was a point of msst essential impor* 
tance to me upon the present occasion. 

Next morning he and I embarked in a good sailing boat, and crossed and 
recrossed this great river, at this place full twenty miles broad, and, after 
sounding the channel with every attention, nowhere could wo find more than 
fourteen feet water, the Augusta, with her water and stores, drawing full 
seventeen; I leave you, my friends, — to judge in what an awkward situation 
I was placed, my ship and cargo. Value at the loa^ft £ 4i(),000, hermetically 
sealed up in fresh water, without the prospect of over reaching the ocean. 
The ridicule 1 had to encounter for a few hours vexed me^ but the question 
now was, how to get out of the scrape. Two row boats well manned were < 
now ordered ; Captain Thomas embarked in the one, and 1 took charge of the 
other. Our object was to abandon the large rivers as impractiable, and 
to search for a ] assage to sea through the narrow ohannels, or creeks, with 
which this wide delta abounds ; and we succeeded in finding deeper water, in' 
the river called Harringotta, a smaller branch of tho Ganges. 

Here my pawner, Mr. R., joined me, and assisted me in preparing instruc- 
tions to Captain Thomas respecting the voyage now before him. The ship 
was destined to Straits of* Malacca, with a valuable cargo of opium, and even-, 
tually to stop at Macao, in China ; and I proposed to my partner to insert a, 
clause authorizing Captain* Tliomas to dispose of the ship also, provided a 
favourable opportunity occurred. 

It was DOW the beginning of December, and the most favourable season 
forgetting clear of this dismal and dangerous navigation, tho water as' 
smooth as a millpond, and well it so happeneil, for we had still to cross a 
bar of ten leagues^ extent, on which there was not more than six inches more 
water than the vessel drew ; but, as I had previously sounde l, and the wind^ ^ 
was fair, I recommended the Captain to hoist every sail he could set, and 
thus we forced the ship through black myid till the Captain pronounced us 
in perfect safety. He then candidly informed roe that he never expected to 
save the ship, but my good fortune prevailed on this occasion, and still more 
60 in the sequel. 

For nearly twelve months wo had no intelligence whatever, but a letter 
from Canton soon afterwards conveyed to me the pleasing iutelligence. that 
Captain Thomas had made a successful voyage, and that the concern wag. 
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completely woimd up by his disposing of the ^'Augusta to the Portuguese at 
a fair pi^ce* And thus closed my shipping speculations. 

1 find I have still one aquatic adventure more to mention^ in which a 
friend happened to have a concern. There chanccdi at the close of the ship- 
ping conesrni to be an overgrown lime-boat, or lighter^ lymg In the Sylhet 
river. A certain Captain Taylor, evidently not a little mad, had long peti- 
tioned me for employment without effect. At last, he urged me to put a 
deck on the lime-boat, and proposed to run her down before the wind to 
Madras. This I agreed to, upon the condition that the vessel, on her arrival, 
should be sold as fire-wood. Captain Taylor made out his voyage most 
successfully, but, instead of breaking her up, as proposed, he changed the 
name of the Qolumpus to “ Prince William,'^ • bestowed itbundanco of 
yellow ochre on her sides, and advertised her in the public papers, ** For 
Bengal direct ; for freight and passage apply to Captain Taylor/' My 
friend, John Carstairs, had just arrived from England, and, reading the 
advertisement, the only question he asked was Who is your owner 
Taylor answered, The Hon^blo Robert Lindsay and Carstaira embarked 
next day with a fair wind. 

It blew a gentle breeze, not more than three knots, when the ship broached 
to. All was soon put to rights, but, this having occurred again more than 
once.— “ What is the meaning of this, Captain Taylor?'^ asked my friend. 
The Captain coolly replied, How can it be otherwise, Sir ? the vessel has no 
keel, Sir I her bottom is as flat as a panacuke, and she is no better than a 
dung-barge Carstairs, after studying the features of the man, remained 
silent, trusting to Providenoe for the result. Most fortunately the weather 
continued fine and the wind favourable, the smallest reverse would have sent 
them all to the bottom. 

I must conclude the history oE my ships by quoting a paragnph from 
one of the last letters I received from my mother in Bengal I understand, 
my dear Robert, that you are a great ship-builder— your talents in this line 
I do not dispute— but I have one favour to ask of you, which is, that you will 
not come home in one of your own building,'^— and I itfiplicitly followed 
her advice. 


No. 196. 


To John Siiobb, Esq., 

Aoting President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue, 
Fort Wiluxm. 


Sylhit 


April l3t 1783. 

Gbntlemrn, 

I take the liberty of laying before you a copy of a letter I addressed Oowrien. 
to the Hon^ble Governor-General and Council a few days ago. If the plan 
therein 1 proposed for the disposal of the Sylhet cowries meets you 
approbati&n, I beg leave to request you will recommend the same to the 
' Hon'ble Board. 
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Bhip'Midtaff. As the buildings and fitting out of Isrge vessels from this part of the 
oonntry ms never attempted beforoi 1 hope the undertaking will meet 
your ^tionsge and protection*. 

A 

I have, eto.« 

B. Lirdsat. 


No. 197. 

[Received 29th April.] 
To THi Hob^bcb BoBm Lirdsat, 


Council Chamber. 


llli Aftil 178S. 

BloeoofltiMt 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the Hon’ble Oovemor*Oeneial 
and Council have agreed to accept your proposal for contracting to deliver 
16,000 bags of good cargo rice at Fort George, for which they ate willing 
to allow you after the rate 6 sicca rupees and twelve annas ptr bag, 
the same that they have agreed to pay Mr. ^ John Furgusson for a supply 
of 1,40,000^ bags. The Company's Attourney has been ordetd to prepaie 
deeds accordingly. 


I am, etc., 

J. P. Adbioi, 
Stereiary, 


No. 198. 


^ [Received 28th April.] 

To TBi Hor'blb* RoBBitT Lirdsat, Esq., 
Collector of Sylhdt. 


* Bbvrrub CoininTBB, Calcutta : 

The 14/A April 1783. 

SlB, 

We send for your information an extract of a letter from the Hon’ble 
Board under date the 8th instant. 


We are, etc., 

J. Shobb.' 

Sauubl Chabtbbs. 

Exd. 

G. E. 

AsiUtant. 

' RTmthe paisege gvoted from Analyew o/ th* FimmeMtf B$ngal in the Inttodasttsait 
winhavt beta ebsetred m SyUiirt bad sapplM the DiMa fleet with weed tectts aUse. 
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Paragraph the ^th of the Hon’ble Board’s letter to the Committee the %th 
April 1783. 

On the balances stated by Mr. Lindsay to be due from Sylbet, it appenrs 
to us that the picas which he assigns are mere words, and you will communi- 
cate to him that this is clearly our idea on the subject, and that we accordingly 
expect that he will find means speedily to realize the whole. 

A true copy, 

W. Havjsiikam. 

Secretary, Couimittee Revenue. 


No. 19 9. 

[K<!ceived GtliJuuo.] 

To the Honorable Robert Lindsay. 

Collector of Sylliet. 


Rivenue C0.MMITTEE, Calcutta: 

17M April 1783. 

Sir, 

Enclosed wc send you copy of a petition presented by Constantine ^ cm! 
Pariheuio on tbc part oE the Greek inhabitants of Bengal. 

We direct that you tako efEoctunl measures to remove the grievances 
complainiMl of by them, by allowing them tlie same opportunity of trading 
and following their occupations in the iSylhet provinces as they ha vo here- 
tofore enjoyed without molestation. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shorr, 

C. CUOPTES. 

Enclosure. * 

To THE Hon'ble Warren Hastings, 

Governor General of Bengal. 

Being deputed by the Patriarch of Constantinople for the several members 
of the Greek Apostolie Church in Asia, and having experienced most signal 
benefits and protection during the seven ytars I resided in Bengal from every 
member of Goverument, but in most especial manner from your Honor, by 
whose private munificence and bounty alone I was been crabled to erect a 
new Church in Calcutta for thea-sembly of the Greek Congregation. (I) 

Encourage me by tlu'sc favours, which I cherish with the deepest reverence 
and thankfulness, to trouble your Honor with great submission by represen- 
ting a certain grievance which many of the Greeks have lately laboured 
under, to the great molestation of their private concerns. 

^ TJie fonnilations of tho Greek Church in CalcuUa, dedicated to the Transfiguration 
on Mount Tabor, were laid in June, 17HO, and 1 he building was consecrated on Gtli 
August 1781. Warien Hiistiugs headed the subscription list with a donation of Hs. 2 OOU. 
vide Thacker's (raids tQ Calcutta, ’ 
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The matter of complaint is this Since the Ilon'ble Mr. Lindsay has 
occupied the station of Chief Resident at Sylhet, the Greek merchants in that 
district have been prohibited from* followin^r their occupations as formerly, 
particularly in manufactury of chunam, an indulgence they have been per- 
mitted to enjoy for a long series of years without molestation from any former 
chiefs. The Greeks have endeavoured to deport themselves with the utmost 
quietno'^s as the best means of evineeing their gratitude to Government of 
whose prot ection they cannot be but extremely sensible. 

The number of Greeks dispersed in the several Provinces of India, does not 
exceed fifty or fifty-five ; they are plain industrious inoffensive people who 
have no other meafls of mainttmanee, and of contributing to the indispcnsiblc 
support of their Church, but by their industry in such humble means of 
merchandize as tbeir several capacities and situations admit. 

My duty to the Congregation, which by Divine favours I am appointed to 
succor and protect, induces me most humbly to submit these representations 
to your liberal and human consideration, accompanied by abundant apologies 
for intruding on the present occasion on your numerous and more important 
regards. 

My constant prayers and lienedictions, and the united orasions of all the 
Greek Congregation are daily offered that the Divine Being may keep you in 
bis 


Exd. 

H. C- 

Amstant. 


No. 199. 


To John Shore, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the Council of Revenue. 

Sylhet : 

im April 1783 

Gentlemen, 

Accompanying I have the pleasure to enclose you— • 

G cneral Treasury Account. 

Charges Collections. 

Charges Zeniindary. 

Charges General and Jiimma Wassil Baukee of the 
Sylhet Province for the Bengal year 1189# 

The particulars of the last account will be forwarded by the next dank. 
The balance outstanding, you will perceive, amounts to cawns 58,352, 14, 
and I am sorry to say it has bei?n totally out of my power to received it 
notwithstanding the unremitted attention I have paid to the interest of 
my Hon'ble Employers during the course of this year. 
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It grieves me to inform you that almost one-thirJ of the inhabitants 
bordering upon tho Jointah and Chutchar" countries have dos-erted their 
lands in consequence of the exorbitant demands ,o£ the zemindars, for, not- 
withstanding the express injunctions of the Board to tlio Company, the 
increase continues to be levied from the cultivators of the laiids, nor have 
1 found it in my power to prevent it. Tho zemindars and petty land- 
holders of difForent denominations being so numerous a body and situated 
in remote stations, I hope you will excuse the recpiost 1 now make, 
that you will grant a deduction in the ensuing settlement of 50 to 60,000 
catmis of cowries/ a sum, in it?elt but small, yet it will induce many to 
return who of late have deserted their habitations. Had the increase upon 
the Sylliat district be^ii levied in like proportion as that at Dacca or any 
other province in llengal, I would not have venturc'd to make this roquisitioui 
but it being more than double what is settled from the neighbouring 
zemindnrs, I have found it a continual souniC of complaint upon every 
occafcion — the more as, during the years 1777 and 17/8, when every 
district in Bengal was granted remissions and deductions of revenue, 

Sylhet never experienced the smallest indulgence. 

have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 

No. 200. 

[Received 2Sth May.] 

To THE Honokable Mr. Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet, 

Revenue Department. 

Fort William: 

IZth Al0y 1783. 

Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 17 th February and •22nd of March 
last 17th February. ^ 

From the very favourable report which you have made of Moor Ibra- Darogha. 
him's general conduct in the discharge of his duty of Darogha during the 
ten years that ha has tilled Unit station, and it liciijg further necessary 
that Government should discourage all such viole/it commotions carried 
on under the cloak of religion and all such intolerant principles as have so 
lately been exhibited in Sylhet, the Governor-General will write to the 
Naib Maziin desiring him as a mark of the favourable light in which this 
Government must view tho conduct of Slcer Ibrahim in the instance of 
the late disturbances to restore him immediately to his office, unless the 
Naib Nazim shall have good cause of a nature different from the one sug- 
gested by you for recalling him. 

The necessary orders have been issued for furnishing you with two 
field-pieces for tho protection of the settlement at Sylhet agreeable to 
your request. 

22nd March. 


Jaiatia and Caoh.\r. 
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Tn consideration of the disorderly state of your district, tre invest you 
with temporary powers similar to those of tho Magistrate at Sultaijse for 
the purpose of apprehending all such persons who may offend against the 
peace of the country under your jurisdiction, but you are aftewards to 
deliver them over to the Eouzedarry Court at Sultanso for trial. 

Wo are, etc.,^ 

Waueeit Hastings. 

Edw. W^elee. 

John McFheeson. 


No. 201. 


[Eecfivcd J lino 3rd.] 
The IIon'ble Robket Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue CoAnimEE, Calcutta: 
loti Mav 17813. 

SlE, 

*at Prl?8idon^ The exigenoicB o£ Government requiring an immediate supply of cash 
cy. at the Presidency, you arc hereby Jirect.d to make an immediate remittance 

of the balance of cash in your hands, reserving a sufllcieney to pay the troops 
at your station, or drafts of the committee in course of payment ; ani we 
further direct that you su^poml till further order all payments that come under 
the heads of Charges Collections, Charges Zeniidairy, and Charges General, 
and that you do monthly remit to us whatever balance may remain at tlie end 
of the month, after reserving, as before mentioned, a sufficiency for the 
payment of the troops and drafts of the Committie in course of X)ayment. 

We arc, etc,, 

J. SllOKE. 


{?AMUKL ChAETEES. 


, C. Ceoetes. 

Exd. 

W. H. 


Sccretaryn 


Accoimta. 


No. 201. 


[Received 2nd Juno.] 
To THE HoN'Br.E Bobert Lindsay, 


Collector of Sylhet. 


SlE, 


Revenue Committee, Calcutta: 
The mh May 1788. 


We have received your letter of the 29th April, with the several accounts 
mentioned to be enclosed. 

~ Origiiud Bigbiatare b. 
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We cannoii but remark tbat notwitbstanding (ho general and repeated 
orders for giving a particular explanation of the balanees, you have sent us farther 
only a general Account Jumma Wassil Bakey, vritliout any particulars or 
explanation thereof. This omission precludes us from forming any opinioa 
on the causes of the balance. We observe you promise to transmit a parucolar 
/umma Wassil Bakey for the year 1189, but it has not yet reached us. 

We are sorry also to remark that you state a necessity for allcrring a 
remission on the Jumma of the present year, an account the desertion of tho 
inhabitants bordering on the Julnta and Cutebar countries, in consequence 
of the exorbitant demands of the nemindars. Notwithstanding the diiUcuUy 
that may arise from the numbers and remote situation tf tho difficult land'^ 
bolders in enforcing tho express injuctions of the Boa'd, for preventing the 
levying an increase from the ryots, we are still cf opinion, that by a regular 
attention to complaints prefered, and by making severe examples of offenders, 
these exactions may be diminished and effectually prevented in time. Wo 
therefore direct your particular attention to this point, and that you first 
ascertain these complaints that have given cause to the desertions, which ara 
made the foundation of a request for a remission, and adopt every mode in your 
power to prevail on the ryots to return to their habitations. 

We cannot, on tho grounds stated by you, consent to tho remissioa pro* 
posed. If, upon a particular and minute enquiry, it should appear necessary 
to grant relief to the ryots of any particular pergunnahs wo can only admit 
it, when we are furnished with a particular account of the reasons in which 
this necessity is founded. Yon will accordingly take tho necessary measures 
for making this enquiry, and report it to us. 

Wo arc, etc., 

J. Snoni. 

Samuxl. Chastxbs. 

C. Caofixs« 

Exd. 

A. S. 


Ifo* 202. 

To WlUlAH WSBBEB, EsQ., 


Srinvr: 


29t4 May 1763. 

Sib, 

Herewith I take the liberty of transmitting yon a petition from the Bemoval of 
inhabitants of Sylhet Province respecting the removal of the Courts of Courts of 
Judicature, which 1 request you will take an qtportunity of laying before 
the Hon’ble Board as som as oonvenient. 

I bate, cto., 

B*LiiirDiAT. 
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Ko. 203. 

[Rcceiycd 3rd Juno.] 

To TEE Hon^blb Robkrt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sjlbct. 

Kiialsa : 

The 21 h Man 1783. 

SlB, 

Having had referred to mo for enquiry a petition, purporting to bo presen- 
ted on t!ic j)ai*t of a great number of tho landlioklTa of Sylhet complaining 
on various grounds of your man.'^gement and toliciling thereon your recall ; 
I think It regular, before I proceed 1 3 make any examination into the inorits 
of the difp u-. nt ariicles of complaint, to furnish you with the cnclo-cd copies 
of tho petition an 1 the power of attornoy exhibited by those person.? who 
have here deiivered tlic petition ; that you may favour me with such infoimation 
theieon as you may think proper. 

I am, etc., 

John Duncan, 

P. P. it. D. 


No. 201. 

[No date, apparently March 1781.] 

To Edwaed WueuBj Esq. 

Sylhet i 

Sir, 

I am this day honoured with your letter of tho l^th instant wrote in tho 
pol’te-t terms, Miougli it is in consequence (f a complaint preferred to you by 
Mr. P. rtliemio in behnlf of tho Greek merchants traling to this didpict. 
Letter from the Committee of Revenue v/ilh tijcir orders on tho subji.ct have 
rca' hod me by the same* conveyance. In stating Iiii^ grievances I am sorry 
that Mr. rartheni) has no more regard to veracity in tho present instance 
tlian in tli.* former complaints alrcidy ])refeired against me. lie himself is the 
only per on inlerestoJ, although to make his complaint appear wiih a greater 
dcgiO‘ (1 wo'glit, he sets f(/rLh that the whole Greek c.>inmunily is a;;gricved, 
and that thj Lliurcb it.se £ has sustainel considerahlo losses in consequence of 
my d:Bt C'csing the trade. That ho has lately met with obstpuctions, I allow, 
istheca^je; hut he ought to have mentioncJ to you, Sir, from what quatter 
they a'jt ually came. For upwards of ciglit months past I have been in a con- 
stant st^te of warfare with tho Cagseahs or inhabitants of the mountains 
fp<jm whence the stones are drawn. I have myself sustained very considerable 
lo B s. All my own Chunam works were burnt to the ground, and many of my 
servants cut to pieces : and these incursions upon the low lands was likely to be 
atUndLd with serious consequences bad it not boon for tlic active part I took 
mysedf in opposing them in person. Tho original of the same complaint now 
transmitted me was some time ago preferred to tho Governor General, who 
demanded of me on immediate answer, copy of which I now enclose. 1 hope it 
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will meot with yoiir approbation. Yon arc not unasqnainto l, Sir, with the 
extreme poverty of the district I supcrintmcl, where shells is the only currency. 
It is from mylndu-ary alone that 1 can ever acquiro a competency in th is 
place. The chief and indeed the only advantage — — 

[Page torn out of volunie.3 


No. 205. 

[Eosoivci IGlh Juno]. 
To THE Hon'ble Robert Lises ay. 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revesue CoiIsriTTEB, CaIiOCTTA .* 
2nd June 17h3. 

Sib, 

Wo desire to know if any and what objections ooour against the proposals 
enclosed. 


Exd. 

C. O., 

Assistant. 


Wo are etc., 

J. SliO.:E. 
Sauull Cuabtebs 


Calcutta : 


The 2mh May 1783. 

To John Shore, Esq., , 

Acting President, and Membera of tbo Cotnmittoe of Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

As I unde-stand that th-re is a quantity of copies at Dacca belonging to 
tbe Ho'i’blo Company, I beg leave to olTor to buy the whole of it, together 
with all f-irtber icrnittauces of cowro'S fro n Sylhet to that ])lai-o that may 
or shall be made in the course of 3 years lUince, at the rate of 6 Cowtis, and 
]2 Puns per Sicca Rup o, whieh comes to near 24 pjr cent, mo-e than the 
Company’s selling price at D.icca, but if you will l>e pleased to save mo the 
duties or Govoramont customs thereon, in that case I offer to take them 
at the rata of 6 wowns and 9 Puns per Sicca Rupee, which re luces tlwj said 
21 per cent, to about lOJ. Tha money to bo paid into tho Khalsa in different 
payments as £ collect from its sales, but t!io whole to bo completed in 6 
months from the last day of the respcclivo deliveries thereof to my Agent 
at Dacca, 

By the above proposal it may perhaps appear to yon. Gentlemen, that th® 
Hon'blo Company suffers a loss of either 19 i or near 24 per cent;., but yon 
will certainly find upon calculation, that this loss, if not more, is inevitable. 
For supposing the cowries that are now lying at Dacca takes up 3 years in 
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sellinw (even this is a matter of doubt at tlio rate it bas been done hitherto) is 
not 3 years interest, together with the Company's being bO long kept from 
the use of the money greater loss. 

Should you be pleased to deem this my proposal a reasonable one, as I 
must be at the expcncc and risk of transporting it to different markets and 
allow commission to my Agent for the disposing it, I hope you will grant me 
a contract for the same, to take place as > oon as you may judge convenient. 
And that there may be no unnecoscavy de-ay in the delivery of the cowries 
to my Agent at Dacca, I would beg leave to propose that orders be given to 
the Chief of Dacca for eoriaiii numl)cr of ciwns being first counted out, and 
baged, and that the rest b(' weighed off by the faid Bag, making an allowance 
for the broken cowries, which is to bo settled by the Chief and my Agent at 
Dacca. 

I am, etc*, 
Michael Deeozio. 

Exd. 

C. O. 

Assistant. 


No. 205A. 

Ixtract from the Lives of the Lindsays, Volume III. 

LindaaV daai Croftc.^, thc Accountant-General, wished to provide for a favourite 

in^cownes. black w'ritur, who worked in his cilice ; this man was a shrewd infe’ligent 
fellow, and it occuned to him that a considerable profit might be made from 
the cowries under good management, provided a favourable contract could 
be made with Government. Mr. Croftes therefore delivered in to the Supreme 
Board, on behalf of his friend, an offer to purchase the whole of the cowries 
collected at Sylhet in the shape of revenue, at a certain given iriie, the 
money payable two yeirs after delivery. A copy of this offer v. as sent me up 
officially by the Secretary, desiring my opinion whether the offer was adetjuate, 
or the reverse. 

I now felt myself under a considerable dilemma, as I saw I was on the point 
of becoming a cipher, dependent on a black man ; for it was evident that tne 
person holding this contiact would have an unbounded influence in the country 
from the whole revenues centering in^ his bands. It became also a matter 
of the utmost delicacy my attempting to give in a counter proposal in 
my own name, more especially as the contract had never been publicly 
advertised ; but, ns the future value of my situation depended on the resu]th.^ 
I determined upon making a fairattcmi)t to turn Mr. Lopez^ to good account. 
With this view, I told the Board, in my answer, that, having compared the 
offer made by hir. Lo^ez with the actual sals made at Dacca for the last 
five years, 1 could not help reporting the price offered not unfavourable ; at 
the same time, I considered it my duty to say that the proposed term of 
payment, suspended for two yeari, was quite unreasonable, and I concluded by 
saying, that if the Board were satisfied with the price, and saw no impropriety 


X j'xom the records it will he seen the name wasBeroeasio. 
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in my lioMing the contract for five yearg, I would tender them payment in six 
months after the delivery. The Accountant-General had previously recom- 
mended the offer made by Mr. Lopez so strenously, that my offer could not 
with propriety be reiused, and the contract of course fell to me. My friend 
the Accountant-General never forgave m.^ for having^ thus outwitted him in 
the transactioUi and ho carefully awaited the conclusion' of the conlract| when, 
to prevent my interfering with his views a second time, the contract was 
advertised to be made by public sale at Calcutta at a distant day. But 
Mr, Lopez met with a second disappointment — a black man was also in attend* 
ance — to him the contract was knocked down.^ 

I now had to address the Board once more on the same subject, informing 
them that the native contractor was my <»wn servant, hut that, if any objec- 
tion was found to my holding the contract a second time, I would most 
checi^fully resign it ; in rjply, I was informed by the Secretary that they had 
no objection to mo whatever. From this signal piece of good luck, and from 
the consj icuous alvantige I derived from the great command of money to 
carry on my commercial pursuits, I have to date the origin of the fortune I 
acquired in the Company's service. 


No. 206. 

To John Shoke, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Sylhbt : 

June 1783. 

Gbntlbuen, 

I am duly favour with your letter of the 19th of May, and am sorry 
to find that the small deduction I proposel does not meet yo\Ir approbation. 
The balance, of last year, as per the Jamma Wasil ^Bakee transmitted you, 
amounts to 58,000 catone but it is not in my power, without fabricating an 
excuse for the zemindars, to assign any other reason for their not [havingj 
liquidated the full amount of their tahuts^ than inability to pay moro than 
they actually have djne. When the accounts are examined, it will appear 
that 23 per cent, has been collected from tbe province more than ever was 
done before daring the same period. lu the course of this year, many 
of the zemindars, to prevent their pergunnahs being sold to discharge the 
large balance due to Government, petitioned of me to take the manage- 
ment of lands into my own hands, which I have done in many instances, 
and find that several of their pergunnahs barely yield a profit of ten to fifteen. 
fer cent . — a sum by no means adequate to the charges of collection, interest 
of money, and expenses, without making any allowances for the main- 
tenance of the numerons proprietors, but this is evidently owing to the 
bad management of the zemindars which has obliged many of the ryotts 

to abandon the district. 

• 

Had I full power and authority from the Government to collect tho 
rents immediately from the talookdars and ryotts, without allowing the 

^ The records do not bear this part of the storj out. It shonld he ohserred that Croftes 
was Ateomptant to theSevenne Department and William T<arkins was itccoimtanf Qenermi 

in the PnbUo Department. , 

* Tshat Bengath stipulated rents. 
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zemindars to interfere, I am fnlly of opinion tbat in the course of two 

J ears the {irovince could etill yuld an increase of 80 pet cent, upon the present 
ummn, with an additional drawback upon the lands of 20 per cent, for 
the n)aintenance of the proprietors. 

This would no doubt [be] a most unpopular measure and occasion a 
very ^reat clamor against tho proposer, but it would soon be of the utmost 
benefit to the country, by obliging* several thousands of indolent people 
to attend to cultivation of the lands or to follow some other occupation, 
to gain a livelihood, who think themselves at present of too great a consequence 
to consider to manual labour. 


I am, etc., 
R. Linosat. 


No. 207. 

[Received 30th Juno]. 
To THE Hon’bLE ROBEST LlNDSAr, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Committee, 
Caicutta ; 

The im June 1783. 


Sis, 

Diwet 'ooHeo- I HAVE received your letter of the 9th. The confidence we repose in yonr 
tianifrom management has been a principle motive for our assenting to tl>e experiment 
rjetjapproT- proposed of collecting the rents immediately from the talukdars 

and ryots without the interference of the zemindars. We trust you will act with 
gretit caution in introdm ing a system which naturally may be very unpopular 
and may be opposed by the zemindars. We desire that iu all instances where 
tho zemindars have conducted tbcmselver propeily and have paid their rents 
with regularity, you will continue them in charge of their lands and applj 
tho mode ol collecting from tho talukdars and ryots to such dis- 
tricts only which have fallen in arrears from the misconduct ,of the zemindars 
or wbera they have forfeited their p)reten8ion to the management of their lands 
from the oppressions they have exercised. Yon are tha best judge in what 
instances this exception ought to apply and we have only in general to recom- 
mend to yoUi the greatest caution and discretion, in this business, upon which 
you will commence as soon as the collections of the current Sylhet yesr jsro 
closed and when you have concluded the settlement, yon will transmit os 
account of it together with the fullest information on the subject. 


Wo are, etc., 

J. Shobb, 
Sahuex. Chabtibs. 
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No. 208. 

To John Shoee, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Sylhbt : 

20M June 1783. 

Gektlemen, 

I am favoured with your letter of the &nd instant, enclosinq: Mr. De Oowriei. 
Rozario'a proposid respecting the v'^rchase of all the cowries now at Dacca 
together with all further remittances of cowries from Sylhet during the 
course of three years. Hitherto, notwithstanding the unusual low price 
of cowries, I have not sold any for less than per Sa. Rupee, but at 
this rate they go olf but slow, and, was it not for the gr..*at quant.ties I pur- 
chase my. eU, the market price would be much lower ; but, what with the 
expense of godown hire, servant wages, and other conhin.^ent charges, the 
Honorable Company do not realise more than one Sa. Rupee for each 
five cawns and two puns. I am, therelore, of opinion that Mr. De Roza- 
rio could not have propo.^cd more fxvourable terms with an expectation 
of deriving any benefit from the concern. 

The only objection that can be made is to the tedious mode of pay« 
ment, vtz,, six months after the delivery of the cowries. To obviate delays 
of this nature, and enable you to form an estira \to of the receipts from 
the Sylhet Province realised in specie of tlie Presidency with accuracy, I 
beg l ave to offer the. ’samo terms as proposed by Mr, De Rozario, with 
this difference only that I will engage to pay the nett revenues of Sylhet 
in to the Klial ah treasury at three stipulated annual payments, and to take 
the whole of the cowries now at Dacca at the same rate as mentioned in 
Mr. De Rozario^s letter. 

I have^etc., 

B. LiNSSAYi 


No. 209. 


[Beceiyed 6tli Jaly.] 


Kbalsi 


To KHB Hon’bui BbBBBT Libdsat, 


The 2Zrd of June 1788. 


Collector of Sylhet. 

Sib, 

Having laid ^our letter in answer to the petition of Baja Bam, eto.. Onep)*iato 
before the Committee, I have now the pleasure of transmitting to you eaclossd 
a copy of their orders thereon in conformity to which I shall proceed in the 
examination and beg to Icnow whether yon choose to have any .person piesent 
on yoor whilst it is making. 

I am, etc., 


John Dbboab, 
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue^ dated the 

of June 1783. 

The Committee remark that they have had frequent opportunity of seeing 
the assfrtions stated in Mr. Lindsay^s letters to the Preparer of lleport<j veri- 
fied, and the Acting Presid^'iit perfectly well recollects the circumstance p'^inted 
out by Mr. Lindsay but lias no recollection that the complainant thought 
proper afterwards to prosecute his complaint. The Committjo are of opinion 
that in justice to Mr. Lincl'.iy's character, the present complainants should be 
called upon to give respons ’Dlo . ccurlty for their appearance in order to prove 
the diiferent articles laid t() hi^ charge. That for that purpose they bo called 
upon in livi lually and a lis^ of their persons and inh ihitants taking in writ- 
ing. Tiiat in case they should not bo able to give security they be put under 
a restraint to prevent their ahscon«ling. That in prosecuting this enquiry 
the Preparer of Reports do first require from the complainants proofs that 
they arc authorised to appear on the part of other Talookdars at Sylhut. That 
incase they should not be able to produce such proofs that no complaints 
be atte-ulid to but what particularly relate to themsolves. That the Preparer 
of Reports do then procoed to enter into a particular enquiry of the several 
parts of the complaints as far as they regard the individuals by whom they 
are iirefcTred or such other talookdars as have authoriacd the complainants to 
appear on their parts. 

The Committee think it neces‘:ary further to remark that as the complaints 
at present stand they deem Mr. Lindsay's answer a full refutation of them, 
that their public duty neverthele-s requires them to ascertain whether the 
complainants have or have not any just cause for the complaints they have 
preferred with repeated importunities for a number of years past, and to grant 
the talookdars redress, slould they in any instance appear to merit it; to 
do justice to Mr. Lindsay by punishing the authurs and promoters of ground- 
less complaints tending to prejudice his character and embarrass the public 
service and that a*copy of the above opinions and rosolutions be sent to 
Mr. Duncan for his information and guidance. 

^ A true copy, 

J. Eliot, 

, Assistant to Prepr. of Reps. 


No. 210. 

[Received 3rd July.] 


To TUB Hon’blb Robbut Lindsay, Esq., 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Khalsa: 

June %4&th 1783. ^ 


Sib, 

I request you will peruse the accompanying extract of my proceediug 
for this date, and let me have your answer thereon as Speedily as possibe.- 
You \Yill observe that I have endeavoured to trace and prove the fabrication 
of the dahalutnama, in the manner you have pointed oat, but without suc- 
cess as Raja Ram pretends that the names of the 3 surriving Canongoes 
were affixed by their Gomastahs whose names he speoifies. 
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I oommumoated to yon yesterdfty tb«' Committeo’s orders rolativo to tbs 
mode of condacting the enquiry. 


And anit eto., 
John Duncah, 


P. R. R. J>. 


ENCI.OB”ltB. 

Rstraet/rom ilia Proeeeiingt of the Prttparer of RetorU of the 24lh June 

1783. 


The Preparer of Reports, proceeding on the Committee's order of the 19th 
'of June to ascerttin the grounds of tb? Complaints of the Sylhet Petitioners 
against Mr* Lindsay, the Collector of that District. 

Read again his letter of the 17th of June which has heen already laid 
before the Committee. 


Read the following Translation of the power of Attorney, exhibited by 
'Rajah Ram Saine-: 

Translation of a power of Attorney exhibited by the Sylhet Complainants. 
To Beejaram Saine, Rajaram Saine, Ram Eishen Chowdry and Mohnn 
Rare. 


We the whole Zemindars of the Mushroot, Ehalsa and Jaguir Mahals of ' 
the Chnlkla of Sylhet, do giro in writing this Muchtyamama or power of 
Attorney. 

On account of the oppression of the former Anmils we hare given yon 
fnll power and appointed you on our part to proceed to Dacca and Calcutta 
mth the Accounts of the Collections and attending at the Durbars of these 
places. You will present our Arzee or Petition to the Gentlemen and having 
procured the Dismission of the former Amila Mr. Lindsay, the Dewan Ma> 
nick Chund, and the Mutsaddies Prem Narain and Gour Hory, whoever 
you shall get appoint.'d for Farmer and Mutsuddie we approve of and hold 
valid. Wherefore we have given this Power of Attorney the 10th Rysaao 
1189 or.'. 


Attestations by the 
Canongoes. 


Bogoonnndun Boy 
Boyisha 

Srynsut Boy Bayi- 
Sho. 

Moshnd Bushk 
.Jewan Kishen Roy. 


Signatures. 

Ist Chowdries and C(t> 
nongocs of the Per* 
gunnah of Chowlis. 

2nd All the zemindars 
of Pergunnah Bun- 
bang. 

8rd the Chowdries and 
Pcorkasties of Dee* 
narpoor. 

4th The Zemindars of 
Pergunnah Mander- 
kundy. i 


In the hand writing of Bsrat 
Ray Chowdry. 

/ 

Ditto Durgaram 
Chowdry. 
SignedTby Sobit Roy, 2^ 
mindar. 

In the handwriting of Eallra 
Pershand Chowdry. 


'6th The 
Udhaty. 


Sigaatuns continned. 
Chowdries of Pergnnnah of 


In the hand writing - of Hor 
BuUub Chowdry. 
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6th The Ghowdyles of Ferguniiah Bun- 


7th 

Ditto 

baii^h. 

and Poorica :tie9 of 

8th 

Ditto 

Shoestanagar. 
of Banooshatch ... 

9th 

Ditto 

of Fergunnah Bung- 

10th 

Ditto 

soecoora. 

of Porgiinnah Agna 

11th 

Ditto 

oE SautgaUDg 

12th The Zemindars of Attan Garry 

18th 

Ditto 

of Bnzoo Suxuath ... 

14th 

Ditto 

of Pergnnnah Eoor* 

sha. 

I5th The Chowdries'of Pergunna Jellal- 

16th 

Ditto 

poor. 

of Muchtyarpoor 

17th 

Ditto 

of Lucky ponro ... 

18th 

Ditto 

of Hebubnagar {iic) 

19lh 

Ditto 

of Attuajaun 


Be the hend'writing of 

Snnker Cbowdiy. 
Ditto of Eafy 

Banker Chowdiy. 
Ditto of Sham 

B<^ Chowdxy* 
Ditto of Mahomed 
Zemann. 
Ditto of Jadooram 
Chowdry. 
Ditto of Roop 

Bam Chowdry. 
Ditto of Ram 

Banker. 
Ditto of Chand 
Bam Chowdiy. 
Ditto of J ubnarain 

Pookast. 
Ditto of Roop Ram 
Naip of the 
Chowdries. 

Benodee Bam Poorkast. 
Jynarain Chowdry. 
Gangnarain Chowdry. 
Batiunbullub Chowdry. 


£0th Ditto of Doolanly ... 

Slst Ditto and Canongoes of Alina* 

gar. 

SSnd Chowdries of Cowrea ... 

28rd Ditto of Sliamsbemagnr 

S4th Di^to of Renga ... 

S6th Zemindars and Canongoes of Eta 
£6th Chowdries of Loogla ... 

27 th Ditto ofKbeota... 

28th Ditto of Lehgla ... 


Onlanb Ray Chowdry. 
Anunt Roy Chowdry. 

Amver Mrah Chowdry. 
Sheeb Boy Canongoe. 

Mhun Roy Poorkars. 
Mahomed Neovaz Poorkajs. 
Sham Bam Gomastah. 

Fyze Mahomed Chowdry. 
Rogoonnaut Gomastah. 


^ jr.B.— The liaad'writiar or ngnntnrea ssotlled to the different Chowdries and persons abore 
leoitea mre taJEoa merely from the yerbol informatioii of Bajah Soine. 

Read the following translation of a Declaration from the Canongoes of 
Sylhet as transmitted in Mr. Lindsay's letter of the 17th of Jane 

Translation of a Declaration from the Canongoes of Sylhet reomyed from* 
Mr. Lindsay. 

Baja Ram Seine and Beejaram and Bam Kishen and Mohnn Ran, Inha- 
bitants of the Pergnnnah of Chowalies, etc., having on aeoonnt of varions 
people's concerns fled from this, it is now ten or twelve years since, to get 
themselves a livelihood they ars constantly dealing in calumny. We now 
hear that the sa^ persons having lately exhibited a Power of Attorney as 
from 08 (which is in fact forged and fabrioated) have preferred a petition of 
iwmplaint against Mr. Robert Lindsay, the Colleotm and the Mntsoddies of - 
this distrietf and have thereunto aflbci^ t^hemselves onr signatoree and those 
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of the zemindars of sundry Mahals. But we hereby declare that we bare 
not given them any Power of Attorney, neither have w* signed the Aizee; 
This Body of Calumniators are h»ft Kulmee, or can write afi>er or initate 
sundry different hands. As to the signatures of lloo^ranundun Roy and 
Ram Boy Canongoes which are written on the Power ot‘ Attorney, it is seven 
or eight years since they died, and their sons B^dha Kish<‘u and Bamma Kant 
have now succeeded them : Whoseover shall have thus forged and fobricated 
the Power of Attorney in qae>tion and taken upon thembelves to write our 
signatures, the whole ia entirely false, as may bo ea'ily ascertained by com- 
paring our signatures that are on m^ny papers sent hei utof(>’'e to the Presidency 
with those on the Power in Qnestion by which the fahiicators will arrive at 
oondign punishment ; moreover, as to the three of the Vakeels, viz,, Beeje- 
ram. Bam Kishen, and Mohun Bam, to whom the said fabricated Power of 
Attorney is addressed, the said persons are here in the mofus^il, nor is there 
any one of the four at Calcutta excepting only Baji Bam Saine, who stays 
there to excite disputes, but we have no concern in his wickedness. 

Signed 

Symee Sry Naut Bajisho Sty Badha Kish no Bayisho. 

Sry Jeewan Kishno Bayisho. 

Baja Bam Seine being called the following question are put to him 

QuranoN.— Of the four Vakeels, viz., yourself and Bi'ejoram, Mohun and 
Bam Kishen, to whom the Yakalutnama you have ad Iresaed is exhibited, 
you seem the only one attending ; where are the three othcis ? 

AkswIK. — M ohum Bam died of the email-pox about two months ago at 
Chitpoor, Beejiram left a Vakeel here named Dwigarara, and is gone into the 
mofussil, where he has been for thosj three years, and Kishen Bam left this 
and went along with Gyaram into the mofusail when, the latter became in 
1188 the manager of the Collections of Sylbet. 

Qvbstion.— When did you procure the Vakalutnama^ which you now 
exhibit? 

Answeb -i-I brought it with me here when 1 irrivod four yean ago in 
the month of Bysaak. « 

CtUBSTiO!!.— Why have the Canongoes attested yonr Power of Attorney ? 

Answsb.— It is the oustom of our country ; but to authenticate the Deed 
also as the Canongoes axe themselves Landholders. 

ClvESTioir.— Are the five Canongoes’ signatures nfilxed to yonr Power of 
Attorney respectively signed by those persons or not ? 

Answee.-— It is not necessary by the custom of on? Chncklah for tbe 
principals always to sign themselves, since their gomaatihs may do so* for 
Thus, the signature of Bogoonnndun Boy is affixed in his own band- 
writing, as is also tmit of Bam Boy, whiLt the thiee others were signed tt 
follows 

The sigaatare of Sry Naut by Golanb Bqy. 

’Ditto of Moshnd Buksh by Sheeb Fershand. 

Ditto of Jeewan Kishen by Ram Button. 
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QT;BSTiOK.->-Are these last three Oomastahs all now alive? 

AKsvas.— Yes. 

Question.— -Is Bogfoonundnii Boy now alive or not ? 

Answes.— N o, he is dead. 

Question.— W hen did he die? 

Answer.— Since my leaving Sylbet with the Power of Attorney. 

Question.- Is Bam Boy Canongoe dead or alive ? 

Answee. — He was alive last year. 1 don't know whether he be now ah've 
or dead. 

Question.- 1 am informed that both Bogoonnndun and Bam Boy 
^anongoes have been dead these seven or eight years ? 

Answee. — Let this be ascertained by sending for their Belations, viz.» 
for Badha Kishon, the son of BogoonunJun, otherwise known by the name of 
Saheb Bam, and by calling in like manner on Soonder Bam, the brother of 
Bam Boy. 

Question.— Do yoa know the name of Bam Boy's son ? 

Answee.— N o. 

Question. — ^Will you enter into a Mochulka to prove that Mohan Bam is 
NOW alive in the mofnssil ? 

Answer. — Yes, undoubtedly: but there may be many more Mohan Bams 
in the mofussil. 

A true copy, 

J. Eliot, 

Assitiani to tie Preparer of HtporU. 


Cowriss. 


To John Shore, Es()., 


No. 211. 


Acting President, and Members of the Committee of Bevenae. 


SvinsT : 


fAti June 1788. 

Gentlemen, 

I this day received a bill of exchange drawn by yoa in my &voar apon 
the Chief of Dacoa for Sa Bs. 1,01,250 to be paid in oowiies as far as the 
amount of cowries in his possession will admit. 

Yoa will please to observe that, the Sylhet cowries are not remitted to 
Mr. Hollond os formerly. He, therefore, cannot discharge the amount of 
the bill otherwise than in rapees, which, 1 flatter mysslf, he will not demm 
in doing. This will be attended with no disadvantage whatever to the 
Honorable Company, for if the bUl is paid, I will immediotUy render 
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you an account of wliatever balance of cowries remaminc' nnsold docs not 

amount to near tbe sum specified in the bill. I, therefoic, beg that be 
may have directions to pay the amount in apecie. * 

I have, etc , 

R. Lindsat. 

No. 212. 

To WiLLiAU Jackson, Esq., 

Registrar to tbo Supreme Court of Judicature 

Sylokt : 

80/4 Ju%s ^ 83 ^ 

Snt, 

Herewith I have tbe pleasure to transmit yon the affidavit of Derick The ute Wa. 
Smith, one of the Eteoutors to the state of the late Mr. William Driver, as Dnrw 
sworn before me this day, m conscquenco of a commission of this purpose 
addressed to me by tho Hon’ble the bnpreme Court of Judicature, which 
commission having duly executed, 1 now return. 

I am, etc , 

R. Lindsat. 

No. 213. 

[Rpcoivod 12tli Jul j ] 

To TBK Hun’ble B Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector of Sylhet. 

RbVEVUD COUUITTBB, CALCUTTA 

^ ZrdJulyim. 

SlE, 

We have received your lottcis of the 23th and 28tH June. 

We have written to the Chief of Dacca to disehargo the bill drawn upon 
him in your favour in rupees, in case be should not have conrics snlBcient for 
that pni pose, to discharge as much of the amount thereof in cowries, as tbe 
balance of them in his posscscion may admit, and the remainder of the bill in 
specie. 

Having taken into consideration vonr proposal for the payment of tbe nett 
Bovennes of Sylhet into the Kbalsa Treasury, at three stipulated annual pay- 
ments, and to take the whole of the cowri's now at Dacca at the same, rate as 
mentioned by Mr. D’Bozario, we agice to accept them, with a reserve of the 
cowries remaining in Mr. Hollond's posse'^cion unsold, which are to be^ paid in 
part discl^rge of the bill drawn upon him in your favour as above specified, 

. ” I am, etc., 

* J, Sdoub. 

BaIIOBI, CHiBTiBS. 
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No. 214. 

To Jobs Shobb, Esq., 


Acting' President, and Members of the 
Committee of Revenue. Sylhet : 


Strong 


Sylhot Zemin< 
dnrs. 


Wi July 1783. 

GeKTLEMB}7| 

. lam duly favoured with your letter of (ho 16 th aliO| and oonsider 

myself highly honored with tho confidence you repose in my management^ 
^ * which I shall ever endeavour to merit as far as lies in my powsr. 


The Sylhet zemindars cannot bo considered in any other light but as the 
immediate servants of Government. Two thirds at least one half of the lands of 
eac]| Pergunnah being] the property of a multiplicity of petty talookdars^ from 
whom the r^mts are collected in the most arbitrary and oppressive manner. 
As an instance of this 1 [now enclose] an abstract of the collections mado 
[upon] talooks situ ied in the Ktah, Shemshurnagar, and Allynagur per- 
gnnnnhsi the zemindars having collected in the simo proportion from tbe other, 
.which is near dUO per cent, more than is authorized by Government and far 
more than the produce of tho lands when sold at market. I have, thereforoi 
put it out of the power of tho z mindars to commit further exactions by 
rendering thc36 talooks huzoory. 


As to making the talookdars of the whole Province huzoory or independent 
of the zemindars, it is ly no means my intention. I only wish to put the 
zemindars upon their guard, but did not chouse to make an example, without 
your immediate approbation, as it will, of course, increase the clamors against 
me tenfold, for it is a precedent which i^trikes immediately at the zemindar^s 
profit, his consequence, and authority ; but you will not, I flatter myself, on this 
account entertain any idea to the prejudice of my character, as tho disposition 
of tho pluintiifs is pretty well known all over Calcutta. From a thorough 
knowledge of this my^e^f, I have carefully avoided innovations of every 
kind, the apparent lending to the binefit cf the country, except that of 
establishing several valuable manufactures, which, 1 understand have proved the 
cause of great complaints. 


ohanwter^of Having in all my Icttersaupon the same subject, exclaimed against the 
inhEbitanta. Htigious and troublesome disposition of tlie inliabitants, 1 will not touch upon it 
again. Indeed 1 would have considered it far beneath my notice, but when 
continual clamours arc heard against any individual servant of the Government, 
though not immediately credited, yet it is often surmised that they are not 
totally without foundation. To remove impressions of this kind, I have troubled 
you perhaps oftener than there was any occasion. 

Ms to the complaints against me, they are in great mcsurcs to be accounted 
for. The populace and poorer sort of people of ibis country consider the character 
of the Resident as immediately responsible for any misfortune that befalls the 
district or themselves individually. The very griat Increare of revenue is 
looked upr.n as entirely owing to my representations, and has operated much to 
my rrejudice. In their opinion the removal of tbe Court cf Judica|pre still more 
so ; as there is a total anarchy and confusion tbrouuhout the Province which islalso 
laid to my charge. It is, therefore, my opiniou ibat I am now highly disliked 


Griavi&ceB. 


I Huziri, i payinf x«T6nao direct to tho Collector, iadepcndently of the zemindara. 
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by the natives in general, and that, independent of any other canee of oom- 

E laiote, they would willingly unite their endeavours to effect my removal, in 
opes that my sucoessor would be more fortunate than me in removing the 
grievance they now labour under. 


I have etc., 
Bob. Livosat. 


No. 216. 

[Beoeived 7th August.] 

I* 

To IHB HOM'bLB RoBbET LmOBAT, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


BbVZKOB ColfUlTTBB, CALCUTTA : 

mh Ittly 1788. 


SiB, 

The information, transmitted as in consequence of the orders of the LUts of 
Hon’ble Board communicated to you under, dated the 17th March last being 
unsatisfactory, we think it necessary to direct that you procure an exact 
account of every European not being a servant of the Company residing in 
the districts nnder your charge, calling upon them to produce tbeir liceuscs, 
and transmit the account to us without loss of time- 

We are, etc., 

J. SiiosB. 

Sauuel Chabtbbs. 


No. 216. 


To JoBM Macietteb, Esq, 

Secretary, Board Ordnance, Fori William. Stlbxt : 

Uh Augutt 1783. 

SlE, . -I* - 

I was duly favored with your letter of the 20th Jane, acquainting me Otdaa&ea. 
that the Hon’ble Board has been pleased to orJpr 8 pounder field guns with 
their carriages and appertinaneca complete to be sent to me, also a small pro* 
portion of ammunition. As they are not yet arrived at this place, I beg leave 
to know by what cenveyanee they are sent up. 

• t 

I have etc.. 

Bob. Lihdbat. 
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No. 217. 


To John Sho&b, Esq., 

Aotinar President, and Members of the Committee 
of Bevenue. Stlhet : 


i>^th Avgust 1788. 


Absoonding 

ZemindwE. 


OXHTLEUXir, 

The zeiuindars of Dawadee, a persnnnali of 6,500 ca^s Jnmma, having 
absented tlicmseIvLB for nine months without paying a single cowrie of reve- 
nue during that peuod, notwithstanding my repeated publications threatening 
the sale of their lands, I am now under the neccessity of soliciting your per- 
mission to put the same in execution. 

I have, etc.. 

Bob. Linssxt. 


No. 218. 


To John Shobc, Psq , 

Acting Provident, and Members of the Committee 
of itevenuc. Stlbbt : 

9M September 1783. 

Oehtlemen, 

j I duly received your letter of the 17th April, enclosing a <»py of a com- 

MMs ^ of plaint porf>rred against mo by the Bev. Mr, Parthenio^ setting forth that 
“7 Sylhet, the Greek merchants have been prohibited from 

their occupation as foimerlj, particularly in the article of manufacturing 
chunam. e 

A complaint of this nature preferred by a man of bis cloth surprises me 
much, for dining the six years 1 have resided in these pat ts the few Greeks 
who have appeared here, aqd who are but itinerant traders and people of the 
lowest clasi, bpve never received the smallest interruption from me, nor have 
they, 1 11 the picsent period, ever indicated the smalleat inclination to maon- 
facturing chunam as represented by the Beverend Parthenio, perhaps owing to 
the low price the ar'icle has been for some years past at Calcutta. The repre- 
sentation of Mr. Partl'cnio, 1 cap, if called upon, confute from his letters now 
in my possession, but the complaints did not originate with when it was drawn 
up and fabricated by a Mr. Govin Hamilton of Calcutta, who has entereddnto 
a joint concern in commerce with the Beverend Father and others of the same 
persuasion ; and th^ both, having an inclination to speoulata largely in 
the chuman branch, took this mode of insuring to themselves a large share 
of the trade by obliging me to give up many of the workmen now empli^ed 
by me in this business. Had there been cause of complaint, the few natives of 
great detain (lie) who gain their livelyhood by this eommeroe would not have 
been siting (lic).- It is well known too much refer me to deny it that I deal 

> Thu in the Onek priest who is mppoieS to bavo sat to ZoSaap as the nodA fox the 
Chint In the altar pieco at St. Jobn’a Chntoli. Caloutta. 

' bointho Mi. 
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largely in thia commodity myself. My salary and few emoluments annexed to 
my station I receive entirely in cowries, for there is not a rupee in the province, 
and, was it not for this triffio, 1 would not possess wherewith to purchase the 
necessaries of life in other paii^a of the country. 

The cast of people who manufacture chunam under the mountains are but 
those chiefly employed by the original traders. Tho agent of the Rev. 
Father will, therefore, find many difGculties in establishing extensive 
works, which will, of course, bo chargc'd to my account. In my own justifi- 
cation 1, therefore, trouble you with the foregoing state of the case. 1 was in 
great hopes of accommodating the matter with Mr. Parthenio, without your 
being further troubled on tho occasion, but he and his partners arc too unreason- 
able, and nothing will consent them but my resigning the business in their 
favour. 

I have, etc., 

Rob. Lindsay. 


No. 219. 


To John Siiobe, Jlisq., 

Acting President, and Members Committeo Sylhst : 
of Revenue, Fort William. 


lOM September 1783. 

Gentlemen, 

1 am duly favoured with your letter of the 25th ulto, and, agreeable to 
your orders, shall prepare and transmit you the ac(H>unts therein specified with for. 
all possible expedition. As my private business calls me to Calcutta, 1 request 
your permission to repair hither during the course of next month, when I 
will take the opportunity of adjusting my account with those of tho Khalsab, 
if not rectiGed before that period. 

This diifcrcnce of 1,201 rupees between the Account Settlement of 1188 Bevenne. 
and 1189 was owing to a defioicncy of Revenfie in several of tho Pergun- 
nahs, which were not increased in a like proportion upon the others. Had 1 
thought this small alteration would have *occa-ioned any confusion in the 
Revenue Books, it would not have happened. The Kistbundee commencing from 
the month of Assin in tho Bengal year 1189 and ending in the month of 
Bawdon 1190, is now preparing, but please to observe, if I am called upon for 
a Jumma Wasil Baukce during this period, there will appear an extraordinary, 
though only a nominal, deficiency in the colleetioh, because in forming the 
Kistbundee for 1190, commencing in Bysack, the Kists which were before the 
harvest, during the mouths of May, June, and July, are now from neccessity 
carried forward to the months of September, October and November, during 
which period in the former years, there was no collections whatever ; for in that 
month in which the Puneeah is hold, as well as the succeeding are, it U well 
known, there are little or no collections made ia any part of the country. I am 
now under the nccesdty of representing to you that the closing of the collections 
now in the month of September ss formerly would be productive of the utmost 
confusion, and a great balance would be outstanding at present. 1 have the 
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pleasure to inform you that the Revenues were as . favourable an aspect as 
can be wished. Two thirds of the province having been given by the proprie^ 
tors in farm to individuals who are far better able to conduct the business 
than the zemindars, who have reserved to themselves certain portions of lands 
for their maintenance. Before the expiration of the year> I hope there will 
be but a trifling balance uncollected. 

I have, cte.. 

Bob. Lindsay. 


No. 220. 


To John Shobe, Esq., 

Acting Tresident, and Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Sylhbt, 

12lh September 1783. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreahle to the Orders contained In your letter of the 25th ultimo, I now 
transmit you Account Settlement and Kistbundee, beginning with the month 
of Ascin 11^9 and ending in Bawdon, but please to observe that this form 
of Kistbundee was abolisbeJ, and a new Kistbundee drawn out commencing 
from tbe month of Bysack. I am, therefore, under the necessity of represen- 
ting to you that, if the former kistbundee is attended to, it will tend to 
create mistakes, as, from necessity, there are considerable alterations in 
the latter o.ie respecting the season of collecting the heavy kist. The 
difference of Rupees 1,2U1 or cawns 4,804, appearing between the jumma 
of the Bengal ye ir ^88 and that of 118't, I accounted for in my last letter. 
The rectifying this now will make all the accounts transmitted to you since 
that period appear erroneous blit, if it is your desire that the jumma of both 
years shall exactly correspond, I will make the necessary alterations. 

What difference may arise between my accounts and those of the Khalsah 
I cannot well account for, but it no doubt arises in the altering the 
form of the Kistbundee which took place comformably to your directions. 
In order that the annual accounts of the Sylhet [Province] might correspond 
in point of time with those of every other Province [in] Bengal, I was 
instructed to close the collections to the Isbof May 1782. 1, the reto e, 
immediately transmitted to the Committee, under that date, a Jumma WiKsil 
Baukce for the preceeding 7 months and 20 days, viz., from tbe let of Assin 
1188, duplicates of whicu I now enelose you. The letter which accompanied 
that account explained to you the cause of so large a balance, chiefly owing 
to tbe unexpected orders for terminating with the Bengal year, which the 
zemindiT in a great measure teok advantage of by withholding a great 
part of the last kist. If the said balance, 25,000 cawns has since been 
brought to credit, and S3, 000 more increased under the talooks of the 
present year which will also be duly accounted for. 
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The aboTa acooants are accompanied with copies in the Persian and Bengal 
langnages. Ifth^ do not serve to cimr up the difference between my 
accounts and those of the Ehalsab, I will do the utmost in my power to 
rectify the mistake^ upon my arriTal at Calcutta. 

I have, etc., 

Robsrt Lindsat. 


No. 221. 

[Beoeived the 6th Ootoher.] 

To tbb Hon'ble Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Committee, 

Cafxdtta : 

22nd Septemler 1793. 

Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 9th instant. We do not mean tQk.j6Bta' Q»e*k trader. 
Wish any now privileges in favour of the Greeks residing in Sylhet, but that 
they enjoy with all other merchants a freedom in trade, while they carry it on 
in a manner to aSord no cause of complaint to the inhibitants and conduct them* 
selves inoffensively. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shore. 

Samuel ChIrters. 


No. 221. 

[Received Srd October.] 

To THE Hon’ble Robert Lindsay, , 

Collector of Sylhet. • 

Revenue Committee, 

Calcutta; 

the 22«d Septemhet 1783. 

Sir, 

We have reeeived your letter of the 10th instant. 

Yon have our permission to come to the Presidency, and we desire you will Leave of ah* 
bring with yon all accounts and papers nece.;sary for adjusting the accounts mbqc. 
of the Sylhet Province at the Ehalsa, which we judge to be the most certaiu 
and exp^tions mode of effecting it. 

Exd. 

G.E. 

Atet, „ 

We are, etc., 

Samuil Chabtiju. . 
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Enclosure. 

[Letter to J. Shore, Acting President and Committee, Revenue, from 
Governor General and Council in the Revenue Department, relative to advances 
to Officers Commanding detachments. Vide Circular Volume.] 


No. 223. 


[Received 9th October.] 
To the HoN^BTiE Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


E HALS A : 


the 24^/* Septemler 1783. 

SlB| 

Having made a report to the Committee on the subject of your last letter to 
me, 1 have now the pleasure of enclosing to you an extract of their orders 
thetfebn ; on which I beg the favour of hearing from you. 

. I am etc., 


Enclosure. 


Josh Duncan, 
P. R. R. D. 


Esttract from the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue of the 22«rf 
September 1783, on report from the Preparer of Reports relative to the 
complaints against Mr. Lindsay and his officers^ etc. 

The Committee are of opinion that the deed produced by Rajar Ram Sien 
as an authentic commission from the zaraindars and chowdurics of Sylhet 
authorising him* to institute the complaints as specified in the petition recorded 
in the Committee's Proceedings bears strong marks of being fabricated by 
“ T i. i.* 1 oiiftinTicoil Kv Dcrsons by 


not entitle Rajah Ram Sien, who is tlie only person uuuiuu XU VXIU W* 

^attorney now present, to appear on behalf of tho zemindars of Sylhet or to 
undertake any matters relating to them. 

The Committee are, therefore, of opinion thdt a particular inquiry should be 
made into this circumstance by the Prcj>arcrs of Re]>ort8 previous to admitting 
Raja Ram Sien as the representative of the zemindars, and that for this pur- 
pose Mr. Lindsay should be directed to send down to the Presidenejrflrecnant 
Rejesho to give ti-stimony respecting his own signature, that of Radakishen 
and that Sry Jewan Kishen Kajesho, or in case of his inability to attend, any 
one of the persons here nnmed, and that he do further send down two or three 
persons who can give testimony as to tue time of the death of Roganundun and 
Ramray. 

The Committee at the same time remark that by disavowing the docu- 
ments cxliibited by Raja Ram Sien, although, it gives rise to ajfurther guspicion 
that the complaints preferred in the names of the zemindars and ohowuuries 
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•SB without foandation, tKoj do not moan to oxolado the zamindars and ohowd* 
nries firom preferring' or proseonting any oomplaiats they may have to make 
personally or by Vakeels duly constituted. 

That Mr. Duncan be directed to segnify this to the complainants, and inform 
them that they must either attend personally or by Vakeels authorised in the 
olearest and fullest manner. 

A true Extract. 

W. M. Hxteskaic. 

. Seeretary. 

A true copy. 

J. Eliot. 

AtsittaHi to tie Preparer of Repo rt». 


No. 224. 

[Beeeired 9th October.] 

To iHB Hon'blb Robbrt Lindsxt, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

BBrnroa ConuiTru, CAt.ouTTA 

25^4 September 1788. 

Sin, 

Wt have received your Towjee Account for thermonth of Sawon. 

We direct that yon do inform the proprietors of Doady and Betnl that, wan^ to 
unless they terminate their disputes and pay the balance, which has arisen in ^ 

consequence of those disputes, their lands will be sold for the recovery of 
Government demands, and that after your giving notice to the talookdars, 
and allowing them time, you do actually proceed to the sale in case they should 
' not disoharge their balanoes. 

We are, etc., 

J. Sbobi. 

Samobii CHABma. 

Exd. 

W. H. 

Stereftry. 
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No. 226. 

[Bcceired lOth NoTember.] 

To TBB Hob’bls Robbat Lindsay. 

Calcutta : 

The TAth Ocioher 1788. 

De\b SiKi 

The G^>vernor General put inte my hAnds this mornini? the accompanjring 
petition from tlip Greek Prict>t residing; in Calcutta in Khalf of the traders 
o! hi8 Nation in Sylhet, and direcle I me to di‘8ire of you to acquaint me for his 
information in what state, whether of monopoly or freedo n, the chunara trade 
now is in your district, and whether or not you have seized any belonging to 
the Grt'eks as set forth in the petition ; and further to intimate to you his 
desire that, until hr sIkiII have decided oii your answer, the Greek traders may 
iu no respect be imptded in this or any other lawful brunch (f commerce. 

Dear Sir, etc., 

John Duncan. 

To THE Hon'bli Warken HASrmos, Esq., 

Governor General 

Cai^^Xta ; 

Ociohit 17vS3. 

Sir, 

It give^ me great unPaf>iDcs<i to be 80 fronble«!ome to you (omerning the 
effjirsofthepoor Greek merchants in the Proyin-e of Sylliet, but. at the 
sa^e time that I express my gratitude for th^* goodmgs in endeavouring to 
redress th.*ir grievances formerly repro'enied bv me. It is also jiroper that 
aou be informed ol your mcabiires and orders deciiicd for that purpose having 
nr‘t been atteuded«wub the desired fUccesB. I tiok the libeytv in a io;mer 
letter to mention to you that the Tannidar of .Sylhet hal (eon^rary to an 
expres’* order of Mr. Lindsay's) prevented entirely the operation (f the Greeks 
in the maniiticture of chunsni. Though there apjieared theii bomensBon to 
imagine that the Tannadar's oigobodieiice was n >t di^agrcahlcllo the Cohe'tor, 
vet i did not think it proper fir me to mention such a thing to you ^ without 
more celt ih ground. However I must now beg ])aidon lor 6ug.^ebting that 
there i> now every reason to suppose sucli Wc’S tno ca^o, for the Collectof mbtead 
cf reprehending the Tannviar, has liimsef not only openly hindered the opera- 
tion^ of th ‘ Gwki, but has actually seized upon such materials as they bad 
co'l fted for their business, which will orcasion a heavy lo^s to theCand as I 
omeivoit was iar from your intention in s^-nding tne lirst order to the 
Collector, that the poor Greeks should be Bufferers, 1 rcquist yourpodniss 
will notoiiU excuse my presumptim in giving so much trouble, but will 
l.liewiHebe exerted in forcing rednisi by requumg Mr. Lmdsiy to indemnily 
the •.ulTerefs in the value of the msttrials provided them tor the making of 
chunam, or m any olhof wa; that you mi y judge proper. 

I have, e^c., 

C0N9IABTi:.0 FaITUBNIO. 
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No. 226. 


To John 8hoei^ Esq., 

Acting Presidenti and Members of the Committee of Revenaei 

Syluet : 

Hovember^nd^VI^Z. 


OBNTUlin^N, 

I have hitherto avoided troubling you upon the following mibject, what 
I am now under the noceasity of ch^ing, in caee of the matter becoming 
more serious that at present. O le ot t!ie Crssoahs, an inhabitant of 
the mountains, having boon treated with indignity by a Ilavildar of the 
8e[ioys, the a(l:ro!'<t was coiidilcr d as an insult upon tho coromiiniLy, and 
the petty Rajahs^ th ough constantly at cnniily with oarli other, iiiiiled upon 
this ocea don to claim redress. This they dera mded of me. and 1 corbunly 
would have given it upon the spot, had their expeetathms be n co^finei 
within rcas niable hounds ; hut nothing less than the Havildar’s head wouLI 
a[)i)casd them, which, of cour-c. could not he grinted. In consequence of 
the refusal, they attioked the tannali of Poiuluah, a small kh*dlah for trje 
protection of tlie inerch»uts which they repeatedly assaulted with considenih’o 
losi on both sides, but, not sn (deeding in carrying it, the place has Iwjen 
blockade I near two months ; and my whole Sehuddo* corps is now 
• employed in its defence. Nor is there a probahility of the matter l)eing soon 
accomodut d, Ibr they Imvii shown a greater degree of courage and perseverance 
than I ever experienced beftire, ar.d brought against uio a numl)eu of fire 
arms," which they n ver had at any former period. I do not m.an to trouble 
you lor an ad litional force till Ucce&sity requires it, for there is impractihilily 
of resciiti.ig tlieiinsu’t by acting against th».m upon tho dffonsive, owing to 
the situatn n of that part of the country and their, inacc.vsib’o peaces of abode. 

The only ..ssistiincc 1 trouble you for at picsent is to reijuest the Board of 
Ordnance to aend me without delay for the defem:e of the khellab 

lOl) stands of arms compl^at. 

4 iron wall pice ;s 4-pounders. 

6 barrels of powder with proportionable quantity of 
balls and grape ammunition. 

This, with the arms I have now got, will. I h''pe, be sufficient. A.’small ^*2? PandwS 
block-hwuse with a ditch and mud wall put at Panduah w^uld effectually 
. prevent the like in future, and ho a protection to tho merchants, wlio carry 
on a very extensive trade to that place in copper. I shall take another 
opportunity of laying before you an estimate of th^j cliarge of building this 
work, which, 1 dare say, you will consider reasoi.able. 

I have, etc,, 

Robiet Lxxdsat. 
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No. 227. 

To J0H17 Seobb, Aoting President, 

•nd Members of tbe Committee of Revenne. 


Stbhev : 

Novemher ^th, 1788. 

G ETLEEBE, 

SMB* In obedi?nce to jonr commands of tbe 18tb nitimo, I bsTO tbe hononr 
to inform you that tbe present crop of rice tbrongbont the district, from the 
want of rain in the month of October, does not wear the same favourable 
prospect as in former years, but no means seems to threaten scarcity in 
the Province. On the contrary, a small quantity might be exported without 
. distressing the iohabitants, and the merchants, of their own accord, while 
the [price] is re-sonable, will continue to export it. At the same time, I think 
it duty incumbent on me to acquaint you that should any' of the public 
officers attempt to purchase on account of Government, it will in some 
measure tend to occasion an artificial scarcity. 

As to public granaries there are none throughout the district, the ryotts 
generally bringing to market just a sufficiency for daily consumption : nor 
the Province produce such a quantity of rice as is generally supposed. From 
the most autheniick information, I [have] been able to acquire, it does not 
appear that the annual exportation from hence, for some years past, has 
exceeded 80,000 maunds. 

The Boora Fnssill, or that crop that is planted in tbe very lowest lands* 
in tbe month of December (which are constantly under water for 8 or 9 
months) is by far thp largest produced, and is of the coarsest sort of grain fit 
only for the immediate consumption of the poorer sort of tbe inhabitants, by 
whom it is chiefly used. You may depend on my most particular attention 
on everj occasion^o prevent any sudden or extraordinary advance cf price for 
grain, and, agreable to yeur orders, will send yon weekly abstract as soon as 
ever any alteration takes place from the present pnoe. Bice at pri'sent is sold 
from l| to U maund per lupee. In regard to other grains, there are none 
produc(4 in liie district. 

I have, etc., 

B. Liedsit. 


No. 228. 


To THi Hok'bia Bobbbt Libdsat, 
Collector of Bylhet. 

Bn, 


Bbvbeob CovEiTTia, 
Cblodtta : 

Tis lOti Hovembtr 1788. 


We have received yonr Towjee Aooonnt for the month of Bhadon, 
from which we perceive a balanoe of Bupeos ll,40(M) or Cowries 46,600m to bo 
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dne from tlie districts of Sjihet of whicli a sam of 6,600-0*0 Rapees wu 
dailj expected to arrive at your Catchcry. 

If tbe Zemindars of Moondercoondy, eto., are under proseontion in Court 
of Adarriat and unable to attend to the business of their lands, we desire yon 
will appoint a Sezawul to mnke the collections, and take such other measures 
as you may judge most eligible to preserve the revenue. 

If the Zemindars of Rectal do not return to their duty we desire you will 
state to us the measures you deem best adopted to secure the revenue of that 
district. 

With regard to the other balances, we confide in your excertions to realize 
them, as well as in effecting the regular payment of the future kists. 

We are, etc., 

Sahuxl Chaetebs. 

C. Ceoxtbs, 

J. EVELYir. 


TnouAS Gbahau, Esq., 


ifo. 229. 


and Members of the Committee of Grain. 


STLHXrt 


Gentleubn, 


11/1 November 1789. 


I have this day received your letter of the 23rd ultimo. For your 
information 1 do myself pleasure to enclose yon a copy of a letter I 
addressed to. the Committee of Revenue some days ago, from which yon 
learn exact state of the crops in the district under my charge. 1 shall on 
all occasions operate with [youj, as £ir as lays in my powei; to effe^ the Qbject 
of your appointment. 

• 

I am, eto. 

* R. Lihpsat. 


Committe 

^Qnin. 


No. 230. 


[Beceived 22 nd Kovember .3 

COHUITTBa OF Gbatv, 


Fobx WiLUAii.: • 

Tie 12/h November 1788. 

Tothb Hoh'bu Mb. Robbbt Livdsat, 
at Sylhet. 

Sm, . 

Tlte Board having found it exp^ent to prohibit the exportation even of ImWio 
the contract rice, and to enjoin the strictest embargo; we enclose a oopy 
our advertisement in oonseqnenoe, and request that you will use your 
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exertions to preTent any illicit exportation of grain by sea, and that yon 
punctually inform us of tbc intended departure of all vessels from any places 
within your knowliidge, as every attempt to infringe the embargo will be 
particularly attended to ; the lives of the natives, being endangered in propor* 
tion to the quantity of grain exported. 

We are, etc., 

Gioboe Cuumino. 
Tnouas Law. 

O. Tbmplsb. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Hon'ble the Governor General and Council in a late advertisement 
were pleased to authorize the free transportation of grain beyond the western 
boundaries of the Comixiny's Dominions for the term of two months ; having 
now thought proper to rv'voke that permission and to confine the free Commerce 
in that a< tide to the limits of the Provinces of Bengal, Beharand Orissa, 
and to order a total Embargo utx>n all Exports of grain from thence either by 
sea or land, notice is hereby given to all merchants, * traders and others, and 
to the Inhabitants of every denomination residing within tho Company’s 
Froviocos, that all grain attempted to be exported in doPianco of these orders 
and without proper authority from Government shall be seize! and confiscated, 
and if found to belong to any officer or Agent of Government the said officer 
or Agent being clearly convicted thereof shall be liable to be publickly dis- 
graced and dismissed from his office. 

Port William ; By order of the Committee of Grain, 

The 30M October 1783. Pbans. Mubi. 

No. 231. 

RavsniE CoiiumaB, 
Calcutta : 

The i4ith November 1783. 

To THE Hon’blb Robert Lih&sat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Sib, 

•xa^tion^of ^ Hon’ble Board having passed some orders on the subject of your 
tsluioesqm- explanations of the Toujse Balances for the month of Bhadon, wo transmit 
tiwsd. yon an extract of their letter to us for your information and requii^ yonr 
strict attention to the orders contained in it and that you will transmit*^ us 
your proceedings upon the several points as soon as possible. 

We are, etc., 

C. Cbofteb. 

J. Evblth. 

Exd.— 

W. H., 

Secretary. 
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JBxtraeti of a letter from the Eo»*hle Boarif dated the Novemhet 1788. 

Barograph Bth . — In the Collector of Sylhet's explanation of his Tonjee 
Aoconnt, we obserred that lie a«oribes some of the balances to certain of the land* 
holders ^ingf confined at the Turuff of Stiltanse Adawlut. We have therefore 
required of the Judge of that Court to report to us the names of all tne land* 
holders who may be so confined with the causes of their restraint. As Mr. 
Lindsay’s notice of the subject is too concise and inexplicit to enable us to 
determine on the propriety of the proceedings^ of the Adawlut ; which we 
desire you will remark to him and require his roing more particular in future* 
Barograph Bth , — As Mr. Lindsay further mentions that arrears are 
due from some zemindars who have absconded, yon will of course instruct bim 
to advertise a day for the sale of their lands, should they not return to their 
duly within a reasonable time which be must limit for that purpose. 

Baragfaph 7th.— "Wo cannot admit Mr. Lindsay's assertion that the 
balances from the Hill Rajahs are irrecoverable until he assigns his reasons 
why they are so, which you will therefore immediately call upon him for, and 
report them to us that we may finally determine on the subject. 

Exd. 

W. H. 

Secretary. 

No. 232. 

[Received 6tb January 1784.3 

Caixjdtta 

• The 18th December 1783. 

To Tan HON’Bi.n Robbbt Lindsat, • 

CoUeetor of Sylbet. 

SlE, . 

There appears a balance of Rupees 22,121-13 duo from the districts 
under your charge on account the year 1188. 1 am directed by the Com- 

mittee to reqnert you will transmit to them an explanation thereof, tOj^her 
with your opinion whether they are recoverable or irrecoverable, and if the 
former, what measures will be most effectual to obtain the payment of 
4hem. 

I am, etc., 

D. Hatbbkau, 
SeeretMrp. 
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No. 233. 

[Beoeired 8(h January 1784.] 


CaxiCtitta: 


To THB Hon’bib Robbkt Likdsat, Esq., Tk* Decembtf 1788. 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Sib, * 

IlDitey. Beinsf doubtful whether I over scut you the under written paragra^ 
of a letter from the Hon’ble Board, as the Committee directed j I take the 
liberty of Noding it, and am. 


I am, Sir, etc., 

W. Havebxak. 
Seeretarg, 

faragraph of a Utter from tie HoiClle Board under date the Dteemher 

1783. 

We agree to the proposal of the Collector of Sylhet to raise a email corps 
of regular sepoys in lieu of burcondasses ; and have appointed Ensign William 
Troop to the temporary command thereof, agreeable to the Collector's reQuest. 

A true copy. 

W. Havebeau, • 

Secretary, 


No. 234 ’ 

a 

To Jobs Shobb, Esq., . 

Acting President, and Members 

of the Committee of Reyenne, 

Fort William. 


Snan: 

7,ith January 1784. 

Gentusube, 

Fiifate Eu* Conformable to your orders of the 29 tli ultimo, I have ordered all Eor^ 
topMu order, psaiis resident here not being servants of the company to repair to the Fxssi* 
dency ; and hope soon to have the hononr to inform you that they haye aotoally 
left the place. 


Ihays,sto., 

W. HxiiDiC4ir. 
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No. 235. 


To JOBH Shobb, Esq., 

Aoting President, and Members 

of the Committee of Revenue, 

Fort William. 


Stlrit : 


IsfMarei, 1784* 

GE^rTLBUBN, 

I am sorry to acquaint you that the hill people, having oollccted addi- 
tional forces, have become more troublesome, and at tho same time more for- *' 

midable than ever. My whole sebundce corpt has been employed in the 
defence of the Fonduah taunah for upwards of dve months without {he 
possibility of their acting from the situation of the country offensively. Of 
late we have had no intelligence from theuee, as the hill people havo taken 
possession of all the neighbouring jungles and passes lea ling to that pIaoe,and 
out off the supplies of provision. 

As soon aa I collect a suiBcient force for this purpose, I will endeavour to 
open a commaniciiiion ; and, as it is absolutely necessary to keep that port for 
the protection of tho whole province, 1 moan to carry up a number of workmen 
with a view of erecting a place of strength which can be defended by a few 
men. 


Tbe expense already incurred, exclusive of the establishment for the escort 
of provisions, ammunition, an additional number of burgundasscs, etc., has 
^n considerable, tho purtlculars of which I will take tho liberty of Bubmitting 
to your consideration in a future letter. 

I have, etc., 

R. Libosat. 

• 


No. 236. 


[Received 22a(l March 1784.] * 


To TBH H0N*BU R. tilBDSAT, 

Collector of Sylbet. 


BeVENUB COUlflTTEB, 


CxtCOTTA : 


March 1784. 


Sib, 

We have received your letter of the 2nd ultimo, enclosing jrour Towjee 
Account for the month of Poos. From - the remarks of the> Acting Collector 
we eopnidar the balanoes due from Bannyachang and from Lungloh to have 
collected. We desire you will enforce tbe payment of the balances doe 
from pergnnnah Mourapnr, and particularly exert yourself in realising the 
remaining hist of tho yeqr. 

. We are, ete., 

8. CaiBiBBS. 


Acoonnte* 


JoKarEvBLtM. 
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No. 237. 


To JOBK Shobb, Esq., 

Acting President^ and Members of tbe Committee of Bevenne, 
Port William. 


Stlhkf : 


March 17<4. 

Gektlbmib, 

I beg to be'mformed wbat allowances are to be paid to Mr. Davidson, 
Assistant Surgeon, and Ensign Williiim Troop, lately appointed to this estab* 
lishment. If you do not think proper to give this ollicer more than his 
established pay and batta, 1 beg you will make him an extra allowance of one 
bhndrcd rnpecs per month as Tanad.ir of Pandnab^ as he incurs a c onaid ernble 
expense in travelling to and from that place. 

I have, eto., 

B. LtNDBAV. 


Greek mer- 
chants^ 


No. 238. 

[Boeeived 27th Mareh 1781] 

To THB Hon’bus Bobbbt Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Bbvxnvb Cohmxtibb, 

('AtCUTTA : 


18M March 1784. 

Bib, 

Enclosed we send yon oop^ of a petition, which has been sent to us by 
the Hon^Ie Board with directions that the Ora|ks have the liberty of a free 
and uninterrupted trade in Sylhet, and that yoVwill procure them an indem- 
nification of real losses they have sustMoed, and in future yon protect them 
from any intermptions. 


We ate, etc., 

8. Chabtbbs. 
John Evxlyn. 


To tea Hon’bib Wabbbn Hastinos, Esq., 

Governor General. > 

Hon'blb Sib, 

Onek mac It gives me great uneasiness to be so troublesome to yon ooBcemii^ the 
oiianta. gQ^irs of the poor Greek merchants in the province of Sylhet, hat, .at tbe 
same time that 1 express my gratitude for your goodnws in endeavouring to 
redress their grievances formerly represents by me, it is also proper that ^oa 
be informed of yoor measures and orders directed for that purpose having 
not been attended wHb tbe desired success. 1 took the liberty in a former 
letter to mention to yon that the Tannadar of Sylhet had (eontraiy to an 
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express order of Mr. Lindsaj^s) prevented entirelj tbe operations of tbe 
Greeks in the manufactnre of onunam. Though there appeared then some 
reason to imagine that Tannadar's disobedience rras not disagreeable to the 
Colleotori yet I did not think it proper for me to mention suoh a thing to yon 
without more certain grounds. However, I must now beg pardon for suggest- 
ing that there is now every reason to suppose each was the case, for the 
Colleotor, instead of reprehending the Tannadar, has himself, not only openlv 
hindered the operations of the Ghreeks, but has actually seized upon such 
materials as they had collected for their business, which will occasion a heavy 
loss' to them : and, as 1 conceive it was far from your intention in sending the 
first order to the Collector that the poor Greeks should be sufferers, I request 
your goodness will not only excuse my presumption in giving so much trouble 
but will be likewise exerted in procuring redress by requiring Mr. Lindsay 
to indemnify the snffer^rs in the value of the materials provided by them for 
the making of chunam, or in any other way that you may judge proper. 


A tmo copy. 

B. Aplik, 

Auuiani Seeretarjf. 


I have, etc., 

Constantino Paethvnio. 


No. 289. 

' [BeeeiTod 28th March 1784.] 

To iHB Hon’bu R. Lindsay, **£ 8 ( 2 . 


Calcutta : 
ISM March 1784. 


Bib, 

Ton will recttve instmotions from the Revenue Committee,^ in oonsequeoee 
of orders for Government, amicably, to settle and adjust a claim preferiM to 
yon by the Reverend Constantino Farthenio on the part of the Greek inhabi- 
tants of Bengal, who appear to have been aggrieved by their oommwieal 
intercourse with Sylhet, and as I -have the most positive assurance from the 
Reverend Constantino Farthenio that in future their connexions with Sylhet 
shall be directed through the usual channel of the Resident,^ I have do doubt 
of your readily adjusting ths present existing differences with them. 


Gnehmat- 

ebsats. 


I have, etc., 
Edwabd WeeiiBb. 
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No. 240. 

To THI H0N*B£B Wabebn Ha&tikos, 

Gbrernor Ge oeral, and Members 

o£ tbe Supremo Counoil of Revenue, 
Fort William. 


SyiiHBT: 

Uk Aj>ril 1784. 


Hov’blb Sib ako 

It being the duty of every servant of this Government who is intrusted with 
the superintfndence of a paitiuular district to lay before you such grievance 
as the inhabitants labour under, in order that you may form a judgment 
whether or not they are deserving of redress, I beg leave to represent to you 
that the removal of the Dewanny Court from Sylhct has been productive of the 
very worst consequjnees throughout the district, so much so that there appears 
a very sensible decrease in cultivation for the last three ysxta, ami will 
continue so till the Court is re-established upon its former footing. 

In the Sylhet Province, exclusive of the ryotts and others who hold lands 
in farm, are upwards of 4,000 independent proprietors of the soil, and there is 
no place in all the extensive possessions of the Hon’ble Company where 
the boundaries of each individual on the property of land in general is 
worse ascertained than in this p[rovin]oe. During the time 1 acted as 
Superintendent of the late Court, it was my constant study to remedy 
this evil, iu which I had in a great measure su iceeded by adjusting upwards 
of 2,000 complaints of the nature I now allude to ; but smSn I ^ave been 
deprived of my former anthourity (now upward^ of three years) an endless 
confusion has prevailed. The Sylhet province is now under the jurisdiction 
of the Court of Sultans 1 , but it is absolutely impossible for that tribunal to 
pass judgment in causes respecting the property of waste and litigated lands, 
without having it in its power to make constant references to tbe Kanongoe'e 
duftrj of the province, and reVords of the Dewanny Sherishta, which cannot 
be removed from the scat of collections. 

Soltansee is besides near one hundred miles distant from Sylhet whioh puts 
it out of tbo power of the parties, who are in general exceeding poor to pay 
the necessary attendance. 

I now beg leave to lay before the Hon’hle Board a proposed esta^hment 
for a court of Dewanny Adawlnt at Sylhet much upon the same footing as 
formerly. Tbe whole expense does not exceed Re. 298 per month, a very 
trifling when it is considered whit great advantages this provinca will 
derive from the measure being adopted. 


I have, eto., 
B. Libobat. 
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Ko. 241. 


To Dated Andebsot, Esq., 

President, and Members 

of the Committee of Revenue, 

Port William. Sti.hit : 


m April 1784. 


GEKTLIiUEK, 

I am favored with your letter of the 18th ultimo, enclosing copy of a letter 
from the Hon'ble the Governor General and Council in their Political Depart- 
ment. In answer I must inform you that the French, neither as a ration or 
as individuals, over held factories or landed possessions of any denomination 
within tho limits of the Sylhet district. 

I have, cto., 

R. Lindsay. 


No. 242. 


WiLUAM Webbee, Esq., 

Secretary, Revenue Department, 
Port William, 


Symbt ; 


The 15{& April 1784. 

SlE, 

The Hon'ble Board havinsf thouarht proper to appoint Mr. William David- 
eon, Surgeon, and Ensign William Troop to command the Sebundy Corps at 
Sylhet, I take tho liberty of requesting that the allowances of thus; gentlemen 
may be fixed to enable [me] to enter their salaries in the monthly accounts. 

I before applied to the gentlemen of the /Committee, who acquainted me 
that it was necessary for me to make application to the llon'ble Board, as 
they havo no orders on the subject. 

1 ani, etc., 

B. Lindsay. . 


No. 243. 

[Beceivsd 14th April 1784.] 

To THE HON’B.iiE ROBEET LiNDSaY, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

P(»'(WlLUAlI t 

The hth April 1784« 

Sib, 

I request you will famish me on receipt hereof with a Jumma Wasil 
Bawky account of the districts under your CoUeotoxehip forthe year 1782-7& 
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staling in the first colamn the jumma or settlement of 1192 perganatty sicca 
Rs. 2,33, 824*5 ; second collections from the Ist Asnn 119U to the 30th 
of April 1783 ; third balance at that period: fourth collections since to the 
end of Uawdon 1190; and lastly balance outstanding if any at that period 
—all in sicca rupees, that I may be enabled to make proper entries in the Gene- 
ral Books of the Revenue Department which I am now about closing. I 
beg leave to apprize you that the same kind of Jumma Wassil Bawky accounts 
is required from you in future at two stated times in the year, viz,, the SOth 
of April and the end of Baudon. 

I am, etc., 

Chabi.es Cnoms, 
Aeeomptani General, 
Revenue Department. 

No. 244. 

[Bcceived 14th April 1784.] 

To THi Hon'bkb Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rzvende Coumittbb, 
Calcutta : 

hth April 1784. 

Sn, 

Yfe have received your letter of the 15th ultimo. As we have not any 
knowledge of Mr. Davidson’s appointment, it is not in our power to fix his 
allowances nor to make any application to the Board on the subject. We cannot 
make any additional allowances to Lieutenant Troop without the previous 
sanction of Ilon’ble the Governor General and Council, to whom he should 
make an application. 

We are, etc., 

Samuel C.habtebs. 

John Evelyn. 


Dsdasttoas 

allovsA 


No. 244A. 

To THN Hon’bli R. Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector of Sylhet. ^ 

Bitbnub CoHunm, 

CALOUTTAi 

Ulh Map 1784. 

Sib, 

We have received yonr letter of the 18th instant. 

In consequence of the inundation which you have represented to as, we 
agree to admit the sum of Bs. 3,000 as a deduction in yonr farming the new 
Settkfflent of Sylhet for 1191, bat, in granting this indnlgence, we ezpeot yoo 
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irill apply ?t with caution, and that you inform the renter‘s it will be again 
annex«‘d in the Juinma in the ensuing or following year. We direct that you 
will renew the engagements with thos3 zemindars who have paid thuir revenue, 
and that you make publication for farming those districts which are in balance. 
We also direct that you transmit us an account of the balances with your 
opinion respecting their recovery, and the means to be used in cfEocting it. 

We are, etc., 

Samuel Ciiirtebs. 

C. Croi'tes. 

Exd. 

A. W., 

Assistant* 


No. 245. 

To David Anderson, Esq., 

President, and Members 

of the Committee of Revenue, 

Fort William. 


Syltiet : 

May 1784 

Gentiocmen, 

Sometime ago I took the liberty of requesting a small deduction from the DedaotioM 
jumma of the present year. Enclosed 1 beg leave to lay before you a list of 
six pergunnahs daily going to decay, because the revenue with which they are 
cessed is far greater than the z ^mindars can possibly afford to pay without 
ruining their talookdars and ryotts with exorbitant exactions. The whole de- 
duction I now solicit does not exceed 15.000 cawns or Rs. iJ,300, which when 
deducted from the present Jumma of 9,36,000 cawns^ I flatt r mytelf you will 
consider very moderate. One circumstance I big leave to mention, vis,^ that 
the Revenues of the Sylhet district have been gradu:illy increas:d threefold 
since the year 1773. The zemindars, during this interval, have never received 
a deduction in Bengal has received the greatest indulgence from Government. 

In the enclosed list I have only mentioned such p?rgunnahs as are more 
immediately distressed than the rest There arc still many otliers that cannot 
possibly pay the Revenues while under the management the zemindars. In, 
order to prevent their hereditary property from being totally lost to them for 
ever, their lands are now under charge of sezawals or farmers. 

In my last letter I mentioned to you the diragrecable predicament the laandaMozii 
proyinoe labours under of having the principal crop (the Buiah fusil) totally 
destroyed by inundations, ^he rains still continue to fall without intermisiou, 
and the price, of grain to rise daily. 

I wait your orders respecting the new Settlement. 

• I have, etc., 

B. Lxndsat. 
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laaaAktioiit. 


Ptopoted deductions for the Bengal Year 119L 


Pergnnxiahs. 

Jumma of 1188. 

Jumma of 
11.'‘9 

with increaso. 

Proposed 
deduction 
for 1191. 

Proposed 
Jumma for 
1191. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Poot&l 

4,721 2 0 3 

5,231 2 0 3 

800 

4,431 SOS 

Dinarpore eee 

19,760 13 15 1 

24,760 13 15 1 

2,000 

22,760 13 15 1 

Chowollooa ... ... 

36,719 2 2 2 

42,919 2 2 2 

8,000 

39,919 2 a S 

Lnngleh ... 

25,858 3 17 1 

38,856 3 17 1 

1,500 

30,358 8 17 1 

Chaubgant •« 

18,485 0 12 0 

23,685 0 12 0 

1,000 

22,685 0 12 e 

Soozoor&ib ... ... 

41,719 3 16 2 

47,719 3 16 2 

2,000 

45,719 3 ie S 

Sundry Tolookfl ... ... 

s*. 

tm 

5,000 

eee 


FropoBOd deduction 15,300 

SUHKT 81st May 1784. R. Lindbat. 


No. 246. 


Datid Akdeesov, Esq., 

President, Members 

of the Commifteo of Revenuo, 
Fort William. 


Stmet ; 


^hth June 1784. 

Gextleiten, 

I have the honour to herewith to transmit you the Settlement and Kist* 
hundee of the Sylhet province for the Bengal year 1191,, as also the towjee 
accounts for the month of Bysaack which was not before forwarded with the 
accounts for May, as the Scbtlement was not then made, together with 
duplicates of the whole in the I’er^ian and Bengal languages. 

It is with the greatest concern 1 acquaint you of a most dreadfijl calami^ 
that has befallen this province from an inundation : the situation of the people 
here at present is truly deplorable. 

By an incessant rain, which has fallen with great violence for theee 18 
days past, the waters have risen to such a height as the oldest men now living 
never remember to have seen. The damage that has been done by it cannot be 
at present exactly estimated. Great part of the town of Sylhet, which 
on one of the highest sites in the whole province, has been overflowed, 

; * *4., 17M AA. • 
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mafty of the houses having from four to six feet of water in them, end others 
are rendered uninhabitable. The whole country has also been laid under water 
by the river having overflown and broken its^banks, carrying everything (before 
it. The greatest part of the town of Banjab, a large and populous place, hag 
Imn swept away, and I am sorry to add that unfortunate'y many persons have 

E rished, and an innumerable quantity of cattle. A great deal of other damage 
a also been done there. Accounts are daily coming in Ax>m other villages that 
have shared the same fate. Such as I have received contain but a very im- 
perfect description of tho damage, as the communication with the mofussil is 
in a great measure cut ’ off by the severity of the weather. When further 
[accounts] arrive, I shall be more particular. Persons who came la^t from 
^nce ^escribe a scene too dreadful for humanity to behold or words to express. 
About two months ago the zemindars were s'! unfortunate as to lose thei^ 

P rincipal crop (the hurrah fussil). The moonly, which would have been cut in 
eyte, is also {totally lost. The greatest part of the crop, the Aus which 
were last sown, has also been destroyed. Added to the loss of these crops, a 
considerable quantity of rice lodged in golahs has been washed awav ; and, in 
consequence of this disaster, the price of that article has risen considerably. Por 
these 3 days the inhabitants of the town have received no supply either 
from the neighbouring villages or })ergaonahs. Everything in my power has 
been exeited for the relief of the unhappy sufferers ; and I be? to affirm to 
you that no endeavour on my part shall be wanting to mitigate tliose hard- 
ships, which they must unavoidably suffer from the peculiar severity of the 
season. 

In order to remedy, as for as lies in my power, the fatal consequences of 
this disaster, I have thought it expedient to prohibit tho exportation of grain 
from this province for the present, which I hope will meet with your approba- 
tion, and that you will favour me with any further orders you may judge 
neoessary on this subject. 

I have, etc., 

W. HYNDKair. 


No. 247. 


David Akdihsom, Esq., 

President, and Members 
* of the Committee of Revenue, 

Port William. 


Stlbst ; 




lOM July 1784. 


^I had the honour to address you on the 26th ultimo on the subject of 
die distDftssed situation^ of the inhabitants of this province who suffered 
greatly from an inundation that was chiefly occasioned by a large body of 
water which came down in a torrent from the Jaintah and Cachar Hills in the. 
eonrse of one night.. All the pergunnahs centignoos to Sylhec were laid nnMtf 
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Wft^r, and ^ giectt via^ Uvea (fron ihe atiddaniieas of ifc) have been loft^ and 
almost all tbiB cattle^ It has since spread over the whole province and done 
lihe da°>Sfl0> Sitme I wrote last tbo weather had moderated greatlj and a 
communication ^ now a^ain open with the mofussiL 

In oonsequenoe of the numerous representations made me of losses snttainedf 
I left Sylhet for some days on a eircuit to such porgunnahs as were most 
eontiguous, in wder that by a local view I might the better to ascertain the 
trath of them, and I am sorry to say that they do not appear to me 
exasrgeiated. lliroagh the several pergunnahs I went there are a very few 
willa^ left, and scarcely any ryotts to be seen, those that have been saved 
having retired to the hills* The orop, which was ready for cutting, has been 
entirely lost, and, from the appearance of the country there is no probability of 
their bring able to sow anot^r for some time, though the waters have 
off greatly. For a quantity of grain, which had been kept for seed, has 
likewise been destroyed. The consequence of this calamity has been that as the 
ryotts have quitted the lands, and the zemindirs have not been able to colleet 
them together again, the collections are now entirely at a stand, nor can I, 
though my utmost endeavours have been used, realize a single cowrie of 
revenues yet. I beg leave to assure you they shall be continued to be exerted 
a0 far as laya iit my power. • 

I have, etc., 

W. Hyndmak. 


No. 248. 

[Bccavod 19th July 1784.] 

To Mk. Hywduav, 

Acting Colkotor of Sylhet. 


Caxcum : 
m July 1784. 


We have received yonr letter of the i5th ultimo enclosing the SettlemoEt 
of Sylhet for 1191, which we have submitted to the Hon'bfo the Goveraer 
General and Council. We are much concerned at the melancholy aooident 
which has happened in your district. We would with cheerfulness adopt *any 
measure likely to contribute to the relief of the sufferers, but until those are 
known, we can only recommend them to your attention. 

As the Hon'ble Board have desired that there should be no pnmibitions 
to the expr>rting of rioe from one province to another, wo cannot authorise 
your prohibiting the exportation of it from Sylhet, and we must dasitw tdtat 
you will take off the probibitioo. 

We sMi etc., 


Sajeuaa CaAftWOt 
J. Bvblte. 
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No. 249. 

^eceired 4th Angus!.} 

Retsnub Committeb, CaLoctta: 

I7.nd July 1781. 

To THB HoN’bLB RoBEBT LniDSAYj 
Collector of Sylhet. 

SiB, 

Wo "have to inform ^yon that the Hon’hle Board have approved of th6®jjj)j_ 
•ettloineBt you have made of the Sylhet district for the Bengal year 1191. 

Wo arc, etc., 

Samuel Chabtebs. 

John Etelyk. 


No. 250. 

[Boceived 10th August,] 

To THB Hon'ble Mb. Robebt Lihssay, 

Collector of Sylhet, 

Bevektue Dbfabtubet^ 
Fobt William : 


i9th July 1784. 

Sib, 

' • 

We have received year letters of the 4th and^lSth April with the enclosure 
acoompanying^. 

^th ApriL’^ln consideration of the reason you assign, we ^ree to 
allow of 'your exercising a corcurrent Dewanny jurisdiction with the jWga of 
the Dewanny Adawlut at Sultansee, as far immediately regards the limits of 
your own Collectorship, and for the purpose authorise the establishment of 
officers proposed by you* 

We have fixed the allowance to bo drawn by the Surgeon 
at your station at 800: sicca rupees per month, and direet that Ensign 
William Troop draw pay and batta agreeable to his rank. 


Diwani 

Adalut. 


We are, etc,, 
Edwd. Wheles. 
John MoPHsasoN* 
John Stabuhi. 



188 


SYLHET DISTRCT BECOBDS. 


No. 261. 

[Beceired 20tk Angast 1784.] 

To TBB Hon'blb Bobbkt Libbsay, * 

Collector o£ Sylhet. 

BsVEinTS CoiniITTEB, 
Calcutta ; 

6^^ August 1784. 

Sib, 

We send yoa enclosed for your information a copy of a letter from the 
Hon’ble the Governor General and Council. 

We are, etc., 

C. Croptes. 

J. Evxlth. 

Ezd. 

W. Havabhaii, 

Seertiary, 


To Mb. Samuel Charters, 

Acting President, and Members of the Committee of Bevemuk .-Fort 
WiUiam. 


Gentlemeh, 


Retehub Department : 

%^th July 1784. 


3)i«aiii adslnt We have to advise you of dur having authorised the Collector of Sylhet 
a naaaee. ^ exercise a concurrent Dewany jurisdiction with the Judge of the Dewanny 
Adaulut at Sultansee as far as immediately regards the limit of hisl Collector* 
ship, and allowed him an establishment of officers For this purpose amounting to 
Sicca Rupees two hundred and ninety-eight per month. 

Bnigeoa’a 1*^'^^ ^1^ agreed to allow the Surgeon at that station a salary ^ 

■slair. Rupees 800 per month, and Ensign William Troop, commanding the Sebun^ 
Corps, is to draw pay and batta agreeable to his rank. 


We are, etc., 
EBffD. Whsirb. 
John McPherson. 
Jobs Stables, 
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No. 252 . 

To THB HoN’BtK Wabubji Dastingb, Esi^., 

Governor General, jsnd M^ mbirs 

of the Supreme Coimcil of Revenue^ Fort Williaih. 

Stihet : 

ini September 17^4. 

Hov’blb Sir and OBNTTJiirBK, 

1 take the liberty of aoquaintin|f yon that I returned' to my station ft' few t— 
days ai;o and am eorry to be under the dis^^grei able mo.'reity of confirming 
the accounts you have already received respecting the unhuppy predicament 
this di trict now labours under. Nothin;' can equal the distrers experienced 
by the inhabitants for these three months past. In addition to the loss of the 
grand crop, not a vestige of which rem- ins, a s'^cond and still greater misfor* 
tune has befallen them in the loss of cattle. Afore than two'thirds have' 
already died for want of food, and I see but Hftle prospect of Kiving the 
remainder, as there is not a tuft of grss^ or smallest spot of ;erdure to be seen 
from the banks of the Burhampotcr to Sylbet, a tract of couhtry at least one' 
hundrel mile< in extent. This country, throng h which I passed, exhibits the" 
appearance of an open sea, in the midst of which a few islands appear seaV 
tered. Even upon th se wretched spots, though in gen. mI raised about 15‘ 
feet from the plain, the inhabitants are obliged to take shelter from the yrmed 
and inclemency of the weather, by erecting stages, for a temporary habitation, 
«tc., etc. [Aft in' letter No. St68.] 

Althongh yon have done me the honour to vest me with judicial powen 
within' the' limits of my Cull ctorship, the Sultarsec courts continue to exercise! 
tfaeir former authority and to send f eons througlioni this district upon matters 
Iroth oivil an i criminal. As this must be productive of tlie utmost confusion 
aitd at the same time [distress to] the inhabitants, I hope it will appear necess 
sftry to the Hoh’ble Board' to forbid Mrl Hunter to interfere within the limiis 
of my jurisdiction. 

I have, etc., 

R. LlKDS.1T. 


No. 263. 

To David Andkesok, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue, Fort William. 

Stlhet ; 

Zrd September 1784. 

Gbktlzuek, 

I take th liberty of informing you that I returned to my station a few Fsilars of 
days ago, aft r closing the accounts of S.'iwon by Mr. Hyndman. The Hevenue 
in demand for this month, yon will observe from the towjoe amounts err of iauU- 
tb'oawne IbTjSOO, of which only 41,500 have b-en realised. The residue ***‘*** 
remains outstanding, and it is with pain I_ give yon my opinion that this ha* 
lance, so fftc from being rodnoed, will continue tc aocamulate during the whole 
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course of this veari and, if only one-balf of the Jumma » collectod, I am afraid 
it must be done with a decree of ri^or inooosistent with humanity and 
sound policy. None but those who have been coiivipced by occular demon- 
stration o in form an idea of the unhappy state this provi .ce now labours 
under. The m'sery at thu moment experienced by the inhabitants is grievous 
beyond description. ^ 

In addition to the total failure of the grand crop, not one grain of whicb 
liasb?en saved, two-thirds of their cattle have already died for want of 
nourishment, and I see but very little prospect of saving the remainder, for 
not a tuft of grass or verdure of any kind is seen from, one end of the district 
to the other. The low 1 luds, though always overflowed at this season of 
the year, produ'sed luKurimt crops of grain and pasture for cat.le, but the late 
rise of the watjr was more rapid than has ever been known in the memory 
of man, and overwhelmed the whole province in general ruin. 

The country through which I passed in my way to Sylhet exhibits the 
appearance of an open sea, in the midst of which a few small islands appear. 
Even upm these wretched spots, though in general raised near fif een feet 
above the level of the country, the inbabitints are obliged to take shelter from 
the waves and inclemency of the weather by erecting stages for a temporary 
residence. Not only their crop and their cattle, but their houses and the 
' grain intended for seed, are gone. 1 observed and listimed to their lamenta- 
tions as 1 passed along with a degree of sorrow and compasiion I never 
before experienced, which commnnicated to my feelings the more forcibly, 
because it was totally out of my power to afford the smallest assistance or 
sllevliti their present distress. Both men and women were employed in 
endeavouring to save the lives of the few oatt!e that stdl remained by diving 
in this open sea and scraping from the bottom roots of grass aid weeds for 
their foo l, which can only prove a temporary relief. The waters have 
yet only fallen about six inches, and the rains continue without intermission. I 
am now using every means in my power to encourage the sowing of new seed 
upon the hisrh ground adjoining to the hills, to be ready to plant the moment 
the water takes off ; and the inhabitants, from motives of self pr^ servation, 
I am happy to find, are now showing^ a greater degree of industry than they 
ever exmbited upon any former occasion. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


Ko. 264. 

To David Andebso^, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue, Fort William. 


Sylhbt : 


ferlai Foa- 
4iah. 


17S4t. 

Gsntleuxn, 

Having lately oompleated the fort^ at Pondnah, erected at that plaee 
for the protection of the province from incuriions of the hill p^ple, I have ' 
now the pleasure of enclosing yon a sketch of the same. The expenoe of 
raising the building, the excavation, and ramparts .amounts to Bs. 
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^hidiisa few faundred more tban my original estimate. The exeess is 
owing to the place being much larger than 1 first intended in order that tlm 
merchants who trade in fooppir] might have a safe plaoe wherein to deposit 
their property ; but 1 most observe that the cheapness of the materids and 
stay to labonrers has enabled me to com pleat this work much cheaper than it 
would have been done in any other part of the conntiy. 

I have, ete., 

R. LiKDaaT. 


No. 265. 


YTo David Akosksok, Esq., 

President, and Members to the Committee of Revenue, Fort William. 

Stlaxt : 

6th September 1784. 

GlRTLSMBir, 

From the several representations already transmitted, you are fully 
acquainted with the state of this district. Having since my returns [to] 
this place mado every minute investigation in [to] the state of the collections, 
I find that from the beginning of the month of May to the present 
period, now upwards of four mouths, the zemindars have not paid one single 
anna of their revenues. The small sums alrea'iy brought to account in pare 
payment of the revenues of the present year^ have been collected from 
the^ securities, who, though the most responsible men in the district, 
while they have no remittances from the pergunnahs. The truth is the 
semindars, under the o'.oak of the misfortunet* lately befallen the country, 
have formed a general resolution of withholding the rents. I am now 
using my utmost endeavours to overcome these formal combinations, but 
confinemeot and still more severe punishment have hitherto been of no effect 
whatever ; and, if I have to threaten to sell their lands, they will know that 
no purchaser will appear. It would be inconsistent with reason to expeot 
full payment of their lands from me during the present crisis, stil[ there 
is a medium it is more unreasonable in them to withhold the whole. 
Ton may place full confidence upon my exerting my utmost abilities in pro- 
moting the interest of my Hon’ble Employers which in its primitive object 
must include the welfare and prosperity of the country ; but at the same 
time I will be happy to receive your instruction upon the present 
occasion. 

• 

I have, ete., 


R. LmMAT. 
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No. 256. 

To THB Hon*bib Mb. Robbiit Lindsay, 

Collector Bb Sjlhet, 

Betknub Pefabtubnt, 

Font Wiluaii t 

13M September 1784. 

Sib, 

I am directed by the HonT>le Board to acknowledsfe the receipt of yoar 
address to them of the 2nd in tant, and to acquuint you that orders have 
been issued to the Committee of Revenue on t' e subject of the former part 
thereof, and with re<pect to the latter part the Board have granted to yott 
the exclusive jurisdiction ar> Judge and Magistrate cf the Province of Sylheti 
and directed the Judge at Sultansee accordingly to oondno his authority to 
such parts of the jurisdiction of the Sultansee Adawlut as are exolusiva of 
Sylhet. 

1 an, etc., 

B. Ablin, 

Ae^ng Secretary^ 


No. 267. 

fBeodved 26th September 1784;} 

To TBE Hon^blb Mbi Bobbbt Likdsat, 

Golleotcr-of Sylhet. 

CbiaaTBB OB Bbyiind% 
CiliCOTTA 

!• IZik September 

Sir, 

We have received' yonr litter of the Sid instant. From the general' daB^ 
tress of the inhabitants as stated by you, we can only desire that yoa^ rt4U 
continue to exert your utmost endeavonrs to alleviate their sufferings. 1 b 
regard to the publick revenue we.can only recommend to yon to adopt your 
demands to the ability of the people to pay, and to afford to the. inhabitants 
every encouragement in renewing their cultivation as soon as the waters mb'- 
side. As we will always be r< ady to forward any proposition which you may 
have to offer for the relief of the inhabitants, we desire you will state tO' ns 
any n.oa8ureB which may, in your opinion, le conducive to these purposes.- 

We are, etc., 

Saul. Chabtbbs. 

JoBN Evbltn. 
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No. 258. 

To THB Hor’bui Robbbt Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rbtbnttb Coumittkb, 
Caiootta: 

2!f<f September 1784. 

Sib, 

We liave received your two letters of the 4th and 6th September. We 
agree to admit the additional expense incurred in building the mud fort at Fan* 
doah. Li making and enforcing your demands upon the zemindars of Sylhet 
for rents, we must trust to your discretion. If on the one hand real distress 
is admitted as a ground for relinquishing the customary demands of Qovem* 
ment, every precaution should be used to prevent any unfair advantage 
being taken of this indulgence by tbe zemindars. We can only, therefore, 
in general direct you to j^portion your demands for rent to the abilities of 
the renters, without taxing their abilities so far as to affect their immediate 
subsistence or their means and endeavours in future for restoring the sultiva* 
tion of their bnds. In this your own knowledge and discretion must guide 
you, and, whilst every indulgence is made for real distress, we trust to your 
endeavours to break a combination which has for its object the total loss of 
revenue .in the Sylhet Province. 

We are, etc., 

J. Shoxb. 

J. Evbltn. 


No. 259. ' 

•• 

[Beeeived 3rd October.] 

To IBB Hoh*bu Robbbt Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. RBVBNDS.CovMiTTaB, Calooita ; 

%Srd September 1784. 

SlB, 

Wesendyoutheendosedoopy ofa letter from the Hon’Ue the Gcr* 
emor General and Ghnnoil for yoor information and guidance. 


Wo are^ 

J . SflOBB. 

JoBN Emys, 
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(Copt.) 

To Mb. SahuKi Chabtibi, 

Aotiog Fiesident, aod Members of tbe Committee of Revenne. 

RxVSinil DlPABTUlHITr 
Fobt WQiLUU : 

ISa Septemler 1784. 

OiBTuaiBir, 

The Collector of Sylbet having addressed ns on the state of that district, 
we, in consequence of the verv distressed situation of the inhabitants 
evident and nnavoidablo calamity of the inundation in that district, 
iiMstd die- desire yon will write to the Collector not to press the inhabitants for tbe 
payment of more revenue than what they can easily afford, on the contrary, to 
contribute all he can to the relief of their distresses, and that we, on this 
occasion, rely particularly on his humanity and integrity, and will take 
into our favourable consideration any abatement of ruvenue which he may re- 
present as essentially necessary. 

^ 'We are, etc., 

Edwaud 'Whelbb. 

John McPhbbson. 


No. 260. 

To tub Hon’blb Wakbbn Hastings. 


Stleet : 


September 1784. 

Hon'bls Sib, 

After my long residence at Sylhet it must have appeared to you etrange- 
that I could give you no satisfacto^ information respecting the Sylhet cowrie, 
how they became the currency of the province, and from whence they were- 
originally brought. This hBs not been owing to want of curiosity on my 
Mrt. From the moment of my first arrival 1 considered it a subjeot 
deserving of the most minute enquuy ; I applied for information to the oldest 
inhabitants, who all proved equally ignorant ; nor could the most intelligent 
men in the place, all of whom I consulted, give the smalUst hint towards ' 
solving the diffiedty, 1 can, therefore, only furnish yon with my own [ideas] 
of the matter, founded upon such observations as 1 have been able to make. 

In the short conversation we had npon this subject, you was pleased to 
remark that the Sylhet differs materially from the MaWvia cowrie, and that 
there was a probability of the former raving been imported from Iwyond the 
mountains at the I'Osk of Sylhet. This, 1 can venture to assure yon, is a 
mistaken idea. Pandnah and Ji^ntah are the two grand pai-ses <a commu- 
nication to the countries lying between ns and the Assam bonndariei, and 
1 am well acquainted with every article of commerce brought from thence, 
among which cowries are not, nor ever were, included. 1 must confess thai 
my curiosity to investigate this matter was by no means so strong until I 
had your opimon on the subjeot, because 1 eonoluded tiiat th* s^s wen 
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origiDally iini>ort3d from tbe Maldivia Is?an«]B, for, i»oii comparing' 
with the oowriea current in most every other part of Bengal, 1 found little 
or no differenoe in the appearance farther than what is occasioned age a "d 
constant friction. The nearer yon approach to Calontta the fairer this shell 
Appears, owing to the markets being constantly replenished with fresh snpplies; 
but it is a Jon.? time before they find their way to Sylbet and there circnlated 
for many years before they aro re-uxported. Upon becoming acquainted with 
yonr opinion, I went immediately into the bazar at Calcutta, and from twelve 
bankers' shops carried away a handful from each of the latest importation. 
These I carefully preserved and enclosed in bag No. 1. Bag No. 2 nowtaiif 
a few handfuls as taken indiscriminately from the Sylhet treasury. 

Upon examining those two parcels I dare say you will find no further 
difference than what is occasioned in the manner already described. 

Bag No. 3 contains a small quantity^ taken from on board Maldivian boat* 
lately arrived at Chittagong. These differ most essentially both in shape and 
appearance from the Sylbet and Calcutta cowrie. Since 1 received this parcel, 
1 have taken much pains to ascertain the particular islands whence they 
came ; and in the course of enquiry I have 'earned that there are 
islands among the Laccadivias and Maldivins where these nigged cowries are 
more plenty than in others, but that th-ty, as well as the cowrie with the smooth 
surface, are found in all the islands. Even among the Sylhet cowries as well 
as the current in the southern districts thero are many to be found of the 
same shape as contained in the parcel from Chittagong. I, therefore, do not 
think it can be doubted that the Sylhet cowries were originally imported by 
sea and from the Maldivia and Lnekadive l^^lands. 

The next point to be determined is how this shell bccamo the only 
currency of Sylhet, a district so very remote from the sea. This oan only 
bo imputed to the extrorao poverty cf the coanlry and inhabitants in grnonl, 
and to the multiplicity of land holders in all the subordinaie gradations. 
Exclusive of those who call themselves zenaindars and chowdtics, I compute 
that there are at least 3,000 people who hold grants of lands under various 
denominations, and their rents are in most instances so very trilling, that it 
would bo attended with inconvenience to collect, or for them to make monthly 
payments in silver. Exclusive of chunam thero sfos formerly no mannfactum 
of any kind to draw specie into the province. Zlin only articles of trade were 
rice invSmall quantities, a good deal of paddy, snktee or dry fish, and coarse 
guzzies,! which were onrried f(>r sale to Iho different markets bordering upon 
the Dacca Province. Here, as in other parts of the country, there ore no 

E clears, who purchase from the farmer to retail again at an advance price. 

very ryott carries the produce of his labour to market by water ; and the 
purchaser at the gunge finds it far more convenient to traffick witk, cowries 
than sMcie, because the cargo of these poor people often does not amonut to 
mere tnan two or three oawns. 

A .remark made by many of roy predecessors vie., that there is a constant 
expe^tioo, no* visible importation, and yet the quantity does not apmar to 
diminish, requires a particular explanation. It must first be diterminea when 
this grMt exportation wmmenced. Upon enquiry 1 have found that none, 
at least'a very inconsiderable quantity, was exported nntil abont 18 or £0 

^ Ooaiis fgasQ a po UndoSoaitoa dlofIi,psE]iaps sonaaMd CsomMaf agas ia biead& 
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Bereime 

oflioon 

Sylhet. 


J ’flanago. The greatest parts of the lands pud no rerenne, bat were held 
7 individuals rent«free upon a feudal tenure ; and the small sums « > 11 w«t ed as 
revenim were by no means sufficient to repay the expence of the large 
establishment kept up for the protection of the province. Mahomed Ali 
brother of the present Bazah Khan was the first who transported cowries 
to the City' in any considenble quantity. Even then this' exportation did 
not exceed one lakh and fifty-thousand crowns annually, and the cowries 
imported in the manner already described, I have every reason to subpose, was 
always eqiml to the quantity exported uctil the year 1777. Most of the lands 
held by individuals, as servants of Government, being then resumed, the 
850,000 were revenues raised to 8 lacks ; and the exportation increased 
in propdrtien. This continued for three years, when, finding from experience 
that so constant a drain operated in a mo^t alarming degree to the ruin of 
^ the country, I, by degrees, established different manufartures ; and 1 have the 
satisfaction to find that I can now remit the neat revenues to Calcutta without 
exporting any part of the currency the beneficial efforts of which are now 
sensibly felt throughout the district. 

I have, etc, 

B. LiitosaT. 


No. 261. 

To David AwniBsoiir, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue, Fort William. 

Stuiet: 

S4/d September 1784. 

OlHTLCiaW, 

In reply to your letter <^'the 6th instant, I must inform you that there 
are no other covenanted servants attached to this station than mys^ ap^w' 
Mr. Hyndman, m^ Assistant, whose duty it is to transmit the pnblioK businm 
w^n 1 am [in] disposed, or when absent from Sylhet. 

I have, eto., 

% B. Liwdsat. 


No. 262. 

[Beoaved lOtb October J 
To TBl HOH’bU BOBBBt LlNDSAT, 

Collector of Sylhet* 


Bbtbhitb CoiaaTXBi, , 


CAUiim; 
ilth BepUmber 1784. 

Sin, ’ 

I am directed 1^ the Committee of Bemne to request you will inform me 
the year, month and day of the month, that yon were appointed to your 

* Ibeeitr# ttotisUBisUdabed. 
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Colleotorship, also wh't tank you heM at that period in the eervico. 
This information is required to enable U 10 to fill up the spaces in a security 
bond, which the Hon’ble the Governor General and CoaDci‘ have directed to be 
executed by every gentleman concerned in the collection of the revenues. 

1 au further directed to dijsire you will inform me the namei of the two 
gentlemen .who are to be your sjcurities, as they are to be inserted in the 
bond also. 

I ami etc.| 

William Havebk«M| 
Secretary. 


No. 263. 

To Datid ANi)Enso>r, Esq., 

President, and Members 
’ of the Committee of Tlevenue, 

Port William. 

• SvLUET : 


2SM Sej^iemher 1784. 

OlETLEMBW, 

1 am du^y favored with your letter of the 13th September. In reply I can Proipect of 
only answer [you] that 1 will continui toj exeit my utmost abilities to the district, 
alleviate the distress which the inhabitants of this . ilistrict now labour under, 
but 1 arn sorry to say that the price of grain which is now 200 per cent, 
dearer than in former yeirs will not considerab y fall until the month of 
May next, as the tew partial spots of high grounds that are now planting 
will barely produce rice suiiiciout for the cousumption of the farmers. 

The greatest difficulty to encounter will be to pe rsuade the ryotts to return 
to their former habitations, all the lower pait of ^his province beiig totally 
depopulated. To effect this, 1 have issued Q^blications, promising them 
every indulgence in my powe«*, but the greate.^t ^)art, I am afraid, will not 
come back, because by settling in the neighbouring districts they are, by the 
established oustom, excused the rents of such grains as they cultivate for the 
first 12 months after they settle. 

It is unnecessary at this period for me to offer any propositions for the 
relief of the inhabitants : the only tning 1 could now submit to your 
ooD8ide''atioa would be a temporary suspension of the revenue, but this has 
already taken place, the collections having b.'cn almost totally at a stand for 
some time past. In about a month hence, 1 hope the revenues will again begin 
to circulate ; and I flatter myself there will not be so great a deffieicnoy at the 
close of the year as wo had some time ago reason to expect. Jdeejoorah a per- 
gunnah of about Rs. 8,01)0 jumma being now ten months in arrears of revenue, 
and tntalty gone to ruin, both in point of population and cultivation, by the 
oppression of the numerous partners, joined to the misfortunes of the present 
year, I have found it necessary to prevent a total loss of so great a part 
» of the revenue by giving the perguanah on farm for the term of six years 
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to Bam RuHiii Ta^r, without the ooDsent of the proprietow, whott iiite^ 
in my opiDion, has much attended to by th=s a<Jt, as it will bs the deaiii 
of savmg their hereditary property from being sold by publiok sale. 

T '5 i the kind having happened in this distriot. 

I request it may receive yohr sanction. * 


I have, etc., 
R. Likdsat. 


No. 264. 


To David Andebson Ekq., 

Freddent, and Members 

of the Committee of Revenue. 

Calcutta. 

[No date. ]' 


OBETLEMBir, 

Dutress of Enclosed 1 havei the pleasDie to transmit yon Treasury Account, Chu^ 
tbs distiiete. Collections, Charges Zeminc'hry, Charges Generd for the month of Odtow, 
Touji accounts for the mouth «£- Aesin with duplicates of the whole in tltf 
Persian and Beni^l languages. 

The scarcity of grain, 1 am sorry to say, is now felt most grievbnslljr 
by the inhabitants, particularly in the lower districts. Notwithstanding the 
nnremitted attention with which 1 have superintended the distributitfai 
' of the rice still remains in the district, numbers of the potter ioHi tte duily 
carried off by famine. 

Under these distressing circumstances, I hope it is unnecessary for ,me 
to make any apology for the revenues bdling in arrears. In fact the coll^ 
tions are totally at a stand, and must continue so until the crop is breugbt 
to market. After examining the state of each separate pergnnnim, and asev*. 
taining the losses snCtained, 1 see little or no prospect of more than half of 
, the revenues being realised, uid for the satisfactiob and encouragement of t^ 
&rmers 1 have f >und it necessary to acquaint them t^t a very .large remis- 
sion will be allowed : under the faith of which promise I am in hopes that 
many of the ryotts who lutve deserted the dountiy witt return^ 
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The dop npnn ths grotmid, thoui{li confined to partioulnr spot^i bean a 
▼cry favonrable appearance ; and in fifteen days more^ I flatter myeelf the 
temporary distreeeeB of the inhabitants will be greatly relieveJa 


I am, etc., 
B. LiNDsar. 


No. 266. 


[BeceiTed IMh Ootobw 17M'.] 


To THS Hon’BtJi Bobbst Lixo«a 7, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Sib, 


Bbvbbub Covmitibi, 
Caloutta : 

7ti October 1784. 


We have revived your letter of the S8th ultimo, and approve tho 
measures you have taken to alleviate the distress of the people. We are sorry 
we cannot confirm the lease you have granted to Bammton Tagoor of Beejoorah 
for six years, it being contBiry to the orden we have received from the Beard. 
But yon may grant a lease for one year with a clause that, in case tiie former 
pays his revenue and comlucts himself to the satisfaction of Government 
be may expect from the favour and justice of Govemmeut a renewal of his 
lease. 


Six < 

aol 
allowed. 


We are, etc., 

. J. SbOH, 

J Joan £ vbltn . 

No. 267. 

To Wiixuu Hatibkah, Esq., 

Secretary to the Committee of Bevenue. , Stlbbt ; 

OoMcr 17S& 

Sll^ 

Intqpfy to your letter of the 27th of September,! beg leaveto acquaint of Un^ 
you that I was appointed Collector of the Sylhet district the 3rd of Januacy *y.*J»”**^ 
1784, upon tim removal of the Farmer. My rank at that time in the 
Com^^s service was Junior Merchant. The gentle<oen. I propose .for pay 
•eouiifieB are Messrs. Bamsay^ Hannay and Benim MoCiulura. 

1 am^ ete., 

B. L^at. 
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No. 2fi8. 


[RpceiTod 24tli Korember 1784.] 
To TBB Hon’blb Robbrt Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Sib, 


ReTENT 7B CoinfZTTBB, 
Calcutta ; 
ith November 1784. 


We have to inform you tbnt the Hon'ble the Oovernor . Goneral and 
Connoil have issued the n ccssaty orders to the Commissioners of Customs to 
take off the duties on grain int^ndud for your districts. 


We are, etc., 
J. Sucre, 
J. EvZLYir. 


No. 269. 


[Received 19th October 1781.] 
To THB Hon'blb Robert Linpsat, 

Collector of Syj||p.pt. 


CoiniiTTEB ojT Grain, 


Fort Wiiliah: 

Uh October 1784. 

Sir, 

Finding the price of paddy and rice still to continue very high and that 
the markets have not experienced any material relief and from the late very 
plentiful crop, we are led to believe that the gpain has stagnated in its 
first source of supply, and that the ryotts and landholders, being able to 
defray the present demands of Governmi>nt rents from the sale of a very 
small proportion of the produce, have locked up the rest, in order to ensure a 
continnatiun of the exorbitant profits they are now reaping. To the end, thera-' 
fore, that some degree of cheek to the uncontrolled exercise of so peroicions 
a practice, and that, in the midst of plenty, the ' poorer of the inhabitants 
Buy not subjected to all the severities of a real scarcity, we desire that you 
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ciroulate penrannalis througboat tbe diatriota ander yoat charge to all 
caniiiidarj, talookdars, fariaers> ryotta^ landbolders of^ every deaominationi 
a nd grain dealers of every djsoripliion against the hoarding of grain, and, in 
particular, of the produce of the late crop, and to notify them that , whosoever 
■lifl l be found to hoard up grain and to evade selling or bringing it to market 
in order to exact an exorbitant price shall h^ve their grain seized and 
wmfignfttait to Government and be themselves made a publiek example of. 


We arot etc., 
TfiO. Gxah&k. 
G. TEUPi-ax. 
F. Mvbx. 


No. 269. 

, [BeMived 24th Secember.] 

To ns Hoii*blb Bobkbt Likosat, 

CoUeotor of Sylhet. Bstsmue Couuitibb, 

Caicuita : 

26fd Novemler 1784. 

Stt, 

We enclose a oopy of a letter which we have received from the Hon'ble BmciMs of 
Governor General and Connefl. We desire that you will communicate on the 
subject of it with the several zemmdars and landholders in the districts under 
your superintendence ; and afterwards convey to us your opinion, stating the 
amount whtch, 70 utUnk, ma^be raised from them by voluntary contribu- 
tions for the purposes mentioned by the Hon'ble Governor Genend and 
^undl. 


We ate, 6ir, etc., 

J. Anomaov, 
J. Emw. 
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No. 270. 

[Annnred 7th Much 1786.] 

To THK Hoh^lb Robxbt Lindsat, 

Colleolor of Sylbet. Rbtbkub CoMunrax, 

Caloctta : 

2Zrd December 1784. 

Six> 

SerretaTy’s ^0 enclose ynu A Persian copy of the following' amount of sums dne on the 
fees. Secretary’s russom balance of amilnamah fees due on the Eettlemont— 

of 1189 ... ... Rs. 17.5.16-17-2 

of 1190 ... ... „ 467-10-7-2 

Total 04:3.10-5-0 

and desire you will collect the sums from the different zemindars and 
farmers. In case any of them should not be now under your authority, we 
desire you will transmit an authentio copy of the demand to the Collector 
under whose authority it is now placed, or, if that should not bo known to yon 
to send it to us. 

We desire you will return an answer to this letter by the 15th of next 
month, stating the amount collected by you, or, in case of balance, the reasons 
which have prevented the sums being realized. 

We are, etc., 

D. Andi bson. 

J. Shobx. 


No. 277. 

To Tax Eoh’blb R. Likdsat, 

Collector of Sylbet. Rxyxinii Coumittxx, 

Cai.cutta : 

6th December 1784. 

Six, 

We have received your towjco for Assin. We can only recommend 
SeoietuT’s to you the enforcing the payment of the rents as far as is compatib’e with the 
indulgence due to the circumstance of the renters. 


We are, etc.. 


D. Andxbson. 


J. Shoxx. 
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No. 278. 

To Datio Ansibson, Esq., 

Pfosident, and Msmbers of tbo Coiatnittoo of Revonno, 

Fort William, StSSIT ; 

\%th December 1784. 

OamnixK, 

The waters liaving totally subsided, it is necessary, without delay, to 
bei^in the repairs of the banks of the river, which in many places have been 
thrown down, lavelli-d with the low country. It was (from the) breaking 
of these banks that the district suffered such mattrial damage some months 
ago ; and, unless they are put into a thorough state of repairs during the diy 
season, not only the Sylhet lands, bat the adjoining pergunnahs under Dacca, 
must unavoidably experience the same calamity during the ensuing raias. 

All the breaches upon tho Surmah, the Mannoo, and Cussearah rivers 
1 have myself surveyed, and it is my opinion that the expi nse of repairs 
and filling up the excavations formed by tho rivers will amount at least to 
six or eight thousand rupees. It may perhaps appear to you reasonable 
thattlie zemindars and landholders should contribute towards the expense 
themselves. 

For the purpose of retaining a fixed sum of Rs. 170 is 

collecting from the district, and to collect more is impracticable, for so 
exceeding z::alouB are these people of the smallest innovation that nothing 
could induce them to increase the contributions one rupee more, not even was it 
to save themselves and their lands from immediate ruin. This I have experi* 
enced in many instances of the same kind, whoso 1 offered to their consideta* 
tion proposals tending to tho publick utility. 

I have, etc., 

B. Lutosat. 


[Copy.] 

To Mk. John Snoas, 

Actbg President, and Members J 

of the Committee of Revenue. 


Font WittiAir, 
19^4 November 1784. 


OlNTLBUXN, 

It having been suggested by the Collector of Boglepore that a voluntary Cmin 
contribution might be raised from the zemindars and landholders of hie*^' 
district sufficient to defray the 'expense of crectig iu it a magazine for grain 
on the same plan ae the one constructing at Patna. We desire you will 
ascertain and report to us how far such means axe geneially practicable io 
the other districts of Bengal. 

We axe, etc., 

WlBBBN HaSTIHOS. 

John MoPaBRSON. 

John Stabus. 


Uses' 
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No. 279. 

[Beceirad 6th Joanaiy 1786.J 
To TBB HOH'filB BoBXBT LiNOSAT. 

Collector of Sylhet. Rivbnux CouuixteB| 

Calooita : 

80/4 DeeemSer 1784 . 


Sib, 

Birn embank* We hare Nocived letter of the 14th ioetan^ and anthorize yon to 
make the necessary repairs to the embankments of the Surmah, Cussenrah 
and Munnoo rivers^ taking care not to expend more than the sum stated 
in your letter. We trust to your care and attention for haring the business 
effectually executed rrith aa little expence as the nature of it will admit. 

We are, etc., 

D. Anoxbsok. 

J. SsOtM, 


No, 280. 


To Wniux CovpiB, 

Acting President, and Members of the 
Corbmittee of Revenue, 

Stihiit : 

7/4 UareA 1786. 



GimraoB, 

Estnbiiih* I hare been faroTued with your letter of the 7th ultimo, and now take the 
liberty to inform you that my Establishment consists of 'only one assistant, 
at a salary of Rs, 600 per month. Herewith < I transmit you. an ' account of 
the Establishment of^ the Beog^ ofScere, with their salaries, which upon 
a more reasonable footing thw any of the other collectorships in Bengal, 
nor do I think that &e bunness can be conducted at a smaller e^q^ose to 
Government, 


I have, etc., 
R. LiaroBAV. 
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Ettahliihmeni of Bengal Officers at SylheU 


Bewani Ofiice. 

Dewan ... ... ... ... 100 

Paishcar ... ... ... ... 40’ 

Sherisfatadar ... ... ... 25 

2 Moonahees ... ... ... 50 

4 Bengal MohriiS ... ... ... 46 

3 Persian do. ... ... ... 45 

1 Nazir and Deputy ... ... ... 25 

I Cutcheriy Zamendar and 12 peons ... 48 

1 Woloannah ditto ... ... 60 

Ehazanebee ... ... .. 25 

Podar ... ... ... ... 12 

18 Cowrie tellers ... ... ... 60 

6 Coolies ... ... ... 18 


Sicca Rs. 543— cawns 2,526*10*7 

Sicca Rs. 643. 

Cawns 2,526 10 7. 


No. 281. 


To WinuAU CowpEA, Esq., 

Acting President, and Memb ers of tbe 
Committe of Re’venue, 

Fort William. 


Sn.HXT: 


8U Uareh 1785. 

GiNTLElIKy, 

I duly received your letter of tho 7th December, and must b|^. your . ^ 

indulgence for not answering it sooner. cewats. 

The balance of this colleetorship for the Bengal year 1188 

was— Rs. a. p. 

85,483 4 0 ' 

Of whieh I have collected and brought 37,346 Q 0 
to account. 


Remains ... ... ... 48,138 0 0 


Sicca Rupees ... ... 10,343 0 0 


No part of which I am prospect of recovering at present. You an 
pleased u> obsmre that in my accounts of 1189, the balance appeared to be 
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, Rb. 48,926-16-0, butj upon your having recourse to my Settlement, it, there 
appears only Rs. 16,735-12-0. 

•I cannot comprehend how the balance in any of the accounts I have 
transmitted can possibly be so great as Rs. 4S,d26. I, therefore, take the 
liberty of requesting that you will favour me witli a copy of the accounts and 
statement you allude to. You t nahle me to give an exi> anation from accounts. 
I am clear th.it the balance that year did not exceed cowns 58,352-14, or 
Sicca Rs. 12,540-9-1-3. 

I need not observe to you that misundeistanrling betwe n my accounts 
and those of the Khalsah f^r sometlin * past arbes from ihe jilfceiation in the 
time of clo«irg the co lcction;>, and I am apprehensive that the Khalsah 
accounts are kept in the Paruunnatty style as belore. All ace unts demanded 
of me in future, 1 hopci will be required to be drawn up in the Bengal 
year. 

I am, etc. 

R. Lindsay. 


No. 252. 


Aecoonts. 


To WiTXTAM CowpER, Esq,, 

Acting President, and Mi^mbers of the Committee of Revenue, 


Fort William. 


Sylhet : 


8th March 1785. 

Gentlemen, 

I am favoured with your letter of the Srd January, wherein yon deiire 
me to transmit you the uceounts of my Collectorship for the Bengal year 
1190 or 1783-4 English htyle, viz : — 

In English settle[ment] .— 

P VO* / Jumma Wasil Baukee from Assin to Bawdon. 
e lan Gencml Tr. asury Account, 

The Account Settlement I now enc1o.se you, but must beg leave to observe 
that the accounts of this Corectur^hip for near three years past havel run 
in the Bengal style, viz. from the Ist ol Bysack to the 80th of Chait, not 
in the Furgunatty style as formerly. 

Was I to draw up the accounts in the manner prescribed, it would occasion 
the greatest confudon between my accounts and those of the Khalsah, by once 
more confounding the two styles together, and still would be fictitious 
by but corresponding with any account in my possession, as the Sylhet 
or Pur unatty form of holding the Poonea and closing my annual aoooants 
was abolished by Order. 

1 now transmit you Jumma Wassil Baukee and General Treasury Acooont 
f^r the Bengal year 1190, or 1788-4 Englbh style. 




1 am, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 
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No. 283. 


To William Cowpbe, Esq., 

Acting Piesidont, and Member ^ of the r^nmmittee of Revenue. 

Fort William< 


Sylhkt : 

ISu'A March 1736^ 


Gentleme.v, 


From the last Towjee account transmitted, you will pcrctdve that the 
balance of the prc.'iimt year has accumulated to cawns 2iv3,OtiO, go th»t tliere 
is n arl/ one half <jf the revenues ontsianding to the end of ?.laiig. It is at 
present unnecessary for me to recjipitulite the causc.^ of this (xtraor Unary 
balance, from the confidence hitherto placed in mo by the Ilon^ble Board 
and your Committee, 1 flitter mysedf you are convinced that, from the moment 
the inundation happened, 1 have done everything in my power, not only to 
alleviate tlu d\stros^ of the inhabita its, but t ) realise as rnucdi of the R * venues 
as appeared cousistant with the indulgence (jovernment was inclined to show the 
unf)ituiiate sufferers. Long before it was possibl * for me to receive a reply 
to t!io letters addressed to you on the suhjeit, I took |it] upon me to asemblo 
the zemindars, and did not he^sitate in making a voluntary offer to relin- 
quish one-half of the demands of the (Tovernm.?nt for the current yeir, which 
had the immediate good effect of inducing many liun Ire 1 fimilies to return 
who had deserted their habitations, and would otherwise have been lost to the 
district for ever. They have since signed me en 'Bg^*mont wiiich I w^s in 
hopes would have been punctually fuilillcd*; but, from the mi&crablu state of the 
district an I the well grounded complaints from all quarters, 1 have every reason 
to believe that the sum I expected will not he fully realized. 

From the minute survey of the districts under my superintendence it Biatress. 
evidently appears that more than two-ibirds of the cattle have been btaivcd to 
deuth or swept away by the floods, and the few that, rem lin ar.^ so ex’.iausted 
that they are of,’ little use to the farmi rs. Upon the low lauds one-fourth of 
the inhabitants have di -d for want of substinance or the unwholesome food they 
have Ii\ed upon for many months past. One-fclirth more have dcseited the 
province, and the rest are so desperate that there is h irdly the sign of cu tiva- 
tion left. Of all the^e circumbtances I have had occiilar demonstration from 
local enquiry, and I declare iiiion honour that my rcprjsjutations, so far irom 
being exaggerated, are not painted in their colours. 

As it is now drawing towards the concludon of the year, I flatter myself you 
will taka into your , consideration the Settlement for the ensuing. I hope, at 
the same time, you will excuse the liberty. I take in acquainting you that 
unless ^reat indulgence is shown, for the next three years, the country is 
inevitable ruined. 

Enclosed is a Settlement, which I beg leave to submit to your consideration. 

From 9,35,000, the present jumma, I propos'd a deduction the first year 
1,90,000, to be increased to the former amount during the next two sucoeed- 
ing. 

I have, etc., 

B. Likdsat. 
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Salaritt. 


No. 284. 


To WiLLiiu CowFEX, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the Council of Bevenne. 


Post WtuuH, 


Stlbbt : 


16a March 1789. 

Gbntlbiiisn, 

In reply to your letter of the Srd instant, 1 must inform you that the 
establishment monthly salary and allowances of the civil servants attached to 
this station are as follows — 


B. Lindsay, CoUector’s pny ... 1,200 

House rent ... ... 600 

1,700 

Mr. Williani HyndmXn, Assistant 500 

per lUonth. There is no fees of any kind allowed. 

I am, etc., 

B. LlNPSAT. 


No. 289. 

To WatlAM CoWPBB, Esq.j 

Acting Presi lent, and Members of the Committee of Bevenue, 

Fobi WnuAM. 

SvT,nBT : 

April 1785. 

GBN’n.r.KXN, 

I htrcwitli transmit yon an account of the expense inontred in renewing the 
Bivsr banks. |)anks of the Surma, Cussearah, and Manoo rivers which exceeds my estimate 
or somewhat more than 2,OUO rnpees. These banks have received no repairs for 
these last 1.5 years, and were totally swept away in different places for an extent 
of many miles. 1 can assure f on that the greatest eo >nomy has been used in 
the disbursement, and it is owing to the low price of labour in this district that 
the wdiks completed have not cost a much larger sum. 

1 have, etc., 

B. Lnn>8AT. 


No, 281. 

[Beebived April 26.] 
To TUB Hon'bib B. Linbsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbvbnub Coimmia, Caioutca: 


Sib, 


14a 1786. 


Ptesosed "i^ohave received your letters of the 8th' and 13th ultimo, and have direct- 
tttss * jssis 6d the Khalsak officers to adjust the accoun^ Ot Oar districts and in future 
ssttlesMst. keep, them according to the Bengal year. 
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Fara?raph 13th.-- TVe are fully sensible that the settlement fir three yean 
ia the only mode of uniting the interests of Onvornment with tliose of the 
people, an>l that the certnin conbeqnonce of a settlement for one year will be a 
considerable loan in the Revenue, or that the ryotls will be bar 'stsod to preveiit 
itf but, as the orders of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors to the contrary ate 
positive, we are sorry it is not in our power to agree to yonr proposal. 

We an, etc., 

William Cowfkk. 

TbOS. GltABAU. 

J. EVBLYir. 


No. 282. 

To THB HoM’bLB RoBimT T IN'SSAT, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rxvebvb Committee, Caixima : 

18^^ April 1785. 

8ib, 

Having reconsidered the subject cf your letter, accompanyin tbn pla^n for • 
three years settlemeiit of Syllat, we have thought proper to lay it before th® 
Hm'ble Board for their consideration. 

We are, etc., 

William Covpeb. 

Thos. Gbabam. 

C. Ckoftes. 

J. Evelyn. 


No. 282. , 

To WiLUAM CoWPSB, Esq., AND MemBEKS op THB COMMITTEB OP BbVBEUB, 

Fort William. 

Sylhst : 
l.r^ May 1785. 

OENThBHBK, 

Herewith T have the pleasure to t-ansmit you General Treasury Account, Acoosnts. 
Charges Collections, Charges Zemindary, Charges General and Jumma Wassil 
Baukee of the Sylhet dutrivt lor the year 1191, with duplicates of the whole 
in the Persian and Bengal languages. 

Cs. p. 

The Jnmma of the district for the above year was 9,19,407 4 
of which Ihave collected ... ... ... 4,56,700 0 


4,(H^70r 4 
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MIkiDIBt. 


BiNfMta. 


Some small part of rrliicli will still be Tecovered : As you are well acqaainted 
with the immediate cause of this balance, I will not trouble you with any 
further explanation on the subject, but only beg leave to add that from the 
general state of the district, in consequence of the inundation, 1 have realized 
more than I had -any reason to expect the farmers would have paid. I wait 
your orders respecting the ensuing settlement, and am, etc. ' 

B. Lindsat. 


No. 283. 

To Mb. Wiluau Cowvbb and Mbmbbbs of ihx Couhittes of Bbvbrui. 

Bevbndb Dbpabthxmt, Fobt 'Williau : 

10th May 1788. 

OEBTuanor, 

Having resumed the consideration of your, address to us, under date the 
Slst of March la t, which we received on the 0th April last, and on the 22nd 
of that month, on the subject of the settlement of the new year, we empower 
you to authorize the Collectors who are already established and not recalled 
by the late resolutions passed by yon, to make the settlement of the 
present year 1104, according to the Hon'ble Company’s Orders, under the 30 
Article of the Act of the twenty* fonth of His Present Majesty, respectmg the 
rights the zemindars and other landholders. 

Wo are, etc., 

John McFbebson. 

John Stables. 

Cbaeles Stuabt. 

A true copy. ^ 

EttracU of letters from the Eo%'lU the Cowt of JDireetore to the 
Governor General and Comtcil. 

{Tide Circular Volume.] 


No. 284. 


CEecnved May SOth.] 

To THE Hon’blb Bobest Lindsat, 

Collector of Syihet. 

BiTENirH Coinosmr, 

Calootta : 


im May 178& 

Sib, 

We have received your letter of the 28tli ultimo eovsring^ the aooewt^ of 
tho OEpenoe inouzted in fsnowing tho bonks of tho* rivon in your distnoW, 
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Though the etnouot of this expenoe exceeds that of four original estimate, 
jet, for the leaioiu assigiied by you, in your letter we have ^reed to admit 
the charge. 

We are, eto., 

W. COWPBE. 

T. OS 4 Hi.V. 

C. Ceoftes. 

J. Evblin. 


No. 286 . ' 


[Beceived 6tli June.] 
To TKB HoN^ta Robxet Lindsat; 


Revenue Coxvinn, 

CAtCUTTA : 


28rd May 1786. 

Sil, 

We have received your letter of the 15th instant. All sunnnds being s«mtd for 
granted by the Hon’blo the Governor General and Council, you will be pleased 9?*' 
to inform Goar Hurry Sing there^, and direct him to apply- directly to the 
Board. 


We are, etc., 
W. CowpBE . 
T. Geahav. 
C. Ceoftes. 
J. Evxlxh. 


No. 28 & 

[Beceived 24th.] 


0 TBB Hon’bu Robbet Limdsat, 
GoUeotor of Sylhet. 


Kualsa : 


lit /unt 1786. 


Sib, 

1 enclose you a petition from the ehowdries of pergunaab LBiigleh(jompiaiats 
eom]^ining of Gonr Hurry (whom they represent now to be and to have then ^iwt Qosr 
been your paishkar), for having, as they protend, by artifice effected the sale 
and titerenpon purchased on his own account, a part of their aemindary, by 
lepreaeuting tiiat they were in balance, when they assert that they were not. 

To enable me to proceed in the investigation of this complaint, I request 
you wUl transmit me on receipt hereof an accurate statement of the amount 
th^y were in balance at the time of your making the sale, and inform me also 
.whetimritwaa aeade under any partioular ordor from the Cominittee of 
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Bevenne and has obtained their sanction, or in yirtne of the geneial powen 
Tsatrd in ^ou as Colleetor. Uo<ir Hurry the servant of your's oomplaiaed 
against, being now in Calcuiti, I sent for him, and he has this day agread 
to have a Vakeel at the Khalsha, within one month from this date, to answer 
the petitioner's complaint as far as regards him. 

1 am, etc., 

J. Doncaw, 

P. B. B. J). 

[The petition in Persian foUows.] 


No. 2S7. 


To JosATHAN Dukcan, Esq., 

Preparer of B.'porls to the Bevenne Department, 


Pout Wiluah. 


• Sin, 


Svlhet: 
28//1 June 1785. 


Qour Hun 
Sinff. 


I am favo'-ed with your letter of the let instantp enolosing a petitioa 
from tlio Z'^mindv's of the Lun^leh peri»:unnah representing th^t Gohrhurrrjr 
Sing, mv Pe hkar, hud falsely ropresented that the said zemindars were in 
arrears of revenue^ and l.ad persaud ^d roe to sell a paH of the said zemindary, 
whivh was purvhased by himsilf. Gohrhurry, it is true, is my paishkar, but 
as I hold myself immelia.ly responsible for his conduct, ai well as that of 
every othir servant under my iromediatj authority^ the complaint must rOit 
against ine, not him. 

Toenabb you to proco d on thi inve8ti'i:ation of this complaint, you desire 
mo to rend you an aorurai> slit mont of the amount they were|in balance at the 
time t ’.e 8 de was male. It is not in my power to furnish you with thisaccount 
The J.imroa of the f oroplainaat^ lanli aroouot'd in the year 119 0 to ^4,000 
cawns or about 5,5 h) sh o.i rup es, of whi.^h, from the commencement to the con- 
elusion cf year, they did not pay one si .ij?!e. cowrie. They represent that they 
had no n^d'ce of the saV, and that their lands w^ro disposed of at three days 
notice. So fa* f;oin this being the rase, four diTerent publications wore issued; 
and, to give them all possible i .dulg: nee, the sale was postponed from day to 
day for s^‘x mouths. Gohrhurry bad not the smallest idea of purchasing these 
laii'ls. The zemindars, from an idea that they wero beyond the reach of 
Government, a'ld that from th^ir rem'>te situation none would dare to 
pu'chjsc any part oF their poss ssion.s, were fefractory to the last. It happened 
as they expe ted, alth )u h ma^^y hun lr.;ds attendo I iho sale, not one dared to 
bid. At my requeot Gohrhurry bocame the purchaser, andj at particular 
desire he continues to iu/ist upon being. confirmed the propriator* 

Th so zemindars a^'o by far the most litigious and turbulent of any under 
Sylho'., and in no one year di<l I ( v *r kn >w them to pay above one-half of their 
established rent4 to Giver.imeit without borrowing and ruining the, persona 
who lent. They ate besi les uotori us for opprettsim, and their. laoilsi ^hioh pro 
the highest and best under Sylbet, from ihis.aieUf a. desert 
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witb Tri1<1 beasts. The Jamma of the talook sold is small. It does not exceed 
Bs. 8,500 jter annum, but, should it be restored to them, my authority i i the 
district, especially with the zemindars at the foot of the hills, mast from thai 
moment cease. Gohrhurry has often requested permission to ristore the landsi 
upon bein'' repaid the amount of the puri'base, but for the present 1 have for 
many re isons objected t) it. This talook was ino uded in a list I transmitted 
to the Committee of kevenue of lands under heavy arrears, and I obtained 
their sonotioa to dispose of them by publio sale. 

I am, etc., 

B. Lqtdba^. 


No. 289. 

To Sautjbi. Cbabtebs, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue, 
Fort William. 


Stlhxt: 

20f/l July 1786. 


Qbktlxmem, 

Under date the 13th March, I took the' liberty of transmitting you a Settle- 
meat i f this district for three years and at the same timegave my opinion that Setilemm. 
the indnlgencelproposod was the only me ms of recovering the Province from the 
ruinous state it was involved in the inundation and famine which immediately 
followed it last year. From ^our answer, dated the 14th April, it pleased 
to find that you did not disapprove of these proposals, but with pain I 
observed that they could not be adopted, because a Settlement of this nature 
was exactly contrary to the Orders of the Cou^ of Directors. 

As it would be absard and unreasonable iit me, knowing the exact state 
of the districts, to expect that the proprietors of the lowlands can pay the 
fuU amount of the revenue they were cessed with in 1780, I have not insisted 
upon renewiitg engagements, but with' their immediate consent and 
partSedlat' request, Hdve seiit Sezamtls into their reepective districts. It Wdl Ito 
m]f phrticnlar study, dtlribg tile coarse of the year, to' watch over the codduOt' 
cf these officers, and to take care that ' they are neither too remiss or sevens' 
in their duty ;■ and' wbartever is collected,^ yon may rest assured shall he 
pnnetually brought to account : but at the same time, I think it necessary to 
acquaint you tl^tiie collection this year cannot iail of being 85,000 rupees 
short of what was collected two years ago. Accompanying 1 have the pleasure 
to tiansmit yon aU'.exdct copy of the Kistbnndee and Settiement of last year, 

■whioh is the <mly aocouut of this kind 1 ean furnish with at present. 

• 

I am, eto., 

B. Limosat. 
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No. 290. 


To Chabuis Pobltno, Esq., 

and Members of the Committee 

elected by the Inhabitants of Calcutta. 


SlLHXT: 


CMoiitte 

patitioiii. 


\4tth Augutt 1786. 

Gentleueb, 

I am favonred with yoar letter of the 1st instant, enclosing' Ksolutions 
passed by the 15th June last by the inhabitants of Calcutta, all of which I 
approve of, and be subscribed by the petition now proparing' to be presented 
to His Majesty for the purpose of obtaining redress of the grievances are now 
labour under. 


I have!, etc., 
R. lONSSAT. 


No. 291. 

To THU Hoh’blb Robebt Lihdsat, 

Collector of Sylhet, 

Bmmni CoMintEEi^ 

^ Calcutta : 

< Slsf Oeiober 1785. 


Sib, 

We have received your towjee account for Bhadoun, but unaccompanied _ by 
Aooonats, any explanation of the balance, which we desire you will transmit to us with- 
out delay, and in future be careful to send explanations of the balances with 
your towjee accounts. 

• We axe, etc,, 

W. COWPEB. 


J. Evxltn. 


Exd. 

C. O. 
Aimttmt. 
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Dr. 


Ekclosvrb. 

Remittance* from Sylket, year 1784>85. 


Cd. 


1784. 


To bftlMice of the year 
178a^. 

To^remittancofl of 

' coQxieB to Dacca* vi». 

In July 1784 oonriea ... 

Angiut M 

50,000 

50,000 

10,745 7 9 2 

10,745 7 9 2 

2,49,263 4 3 3 

May. By the amonnt 
of a bill drawn by Mr. 
Lindsay on Mr. Wil- 
liam Johnson. 60,000 

Sep. By ditto 15,000 

Ootobeo „ ••• 

50,000 

10,745 7 9 2 


75^000 

December ,, 

60.000 

12,894 9 0 0 

45.130 15 8 2 

Balance 2,19,394 3 12 1 

Bicca Bnpees 

... 


2,94,304 3 12 1 

?.9l,S94 3 la 1 


Dr. O 


Eemittanee* from Sylhet, year 1785*86. 


To balanoo of the year 1784*85 

••• 

2,19,394 3 12 1 

To remittance of conrios to Daoca* 



via. 



In Angost 1785, oanriea ••• 

50.000 

10,745 7 9 2 

Siaoa Bnpees cm 

1 

••• 

2,30,139 11 1 3 


B j balance SOtb Sep. 1785. 


SiodaBe. 2.30,138 11 1 S 


Richabd Johnson, 

A. a. R. D. 


R BVEMIE COEMIITEE. 
. A true copy. 

• J. Sron ESNOOD, 

Acting Aiiiatant Secretary, 


No. 293. 

To Saucel Chartebs, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Committe of ReTenue, 
Calcoita. 


Sylhet : 


15tS November 1786. 

Gbotlehen, 

I bave tbe pleasure to enclose you an account current between tbe Hon*ble 
Comjpany and me relath'o to tbe disposal of tbe Sylhet cowries at Dacca from 
tbe ume I was appointed Collector of tlie district, until tbe both of September 
of tbe present year. This account includes all the remittances from Sylbet 
during t^ said period, as appears from tbo monthly Treasury Account. 



216 


SYI^HBT DISTRICT HECOBDS. 


My appointment took niace in I782| and the first despatch was made the 
ensuing Maroh^ from which period the agcount oomnieiices. 

During the time Sylh<.*t was dependent on Dacca, and I acted as Assistantj 
the cowries remitted from hence were consigned to the Chief and Council for 
Sale* They, of course, rendered an account of their producci but I am igno- 
rant iu what manner they were disposed of, and can only render yon an account 
from the date I was entrusted with the management. 

The price at which the cowries are sold iri the enclosed account appears low, 
bnt it will be found upon calculation that the loss is not only inevitable but 
imaginary, and that the Sylhet cowries never did yield so much to Govern* 
ment as at present. At a time wli?n 4 or 5 months intervene between the 
different despatches of cowries from Sylhet^ the nominal price in the bazar 
of Dacca, whoa sold in small quantities is 4 cawns and 9 to 10 pun per sicca 
rupee; but, when two or throe 'acks of cawns arive there arc no purchasers to 
be found upon any terms, the quantity so greatly exceeds the con umption; 
and when the expcnce and risk of retransporting the cowries from the ice to 
different markets, with commission to the agents employed in the sale is 
calculated, it will appear that the gross purchaser derives but Tittle or no 
advantage. 

I flatter myself that the disbursements made at Dacca from the produce of 
the sales will, not meet your dis.ipprobabbn, havin':^ been made under tha 
necessity ot paying from that fund the Surgeon, the Brevet Ensign stationed at 
Sylhet and the officers of the Dowanny and Phogedary courts ; for it would be 
a^nded with the utmost inconvenience to them were they obliged to receive 
their allowances in cowries* 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindsat. 


No. 294. 


To Samuel Chaetebs, EBq., 

President, and Members of the Committee of Revenue, 
Calcutta. 


Sylhet ; 


StA Decerniet 1786. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Day, Chief of Dacca, has transmitted me copy of a letter adrsB^ to GmIw. 
you by thi^ Accompta^t General to the Revenue Department accompanjing an 
account showing the amount duo from the Dacca Chief ship to toe end of 
Septemb r 1786 for cowries, which appear to have been remitted from Sylhet 
unaccounted tor. I request you will inform tlie Accomptant-Qeueral that I was 
appointed Collector of Sylhet in January 1782, and am the only person respon- 
sible for the amount of cowries remitted from this place for sale posterior to the 
said period, while Dacca Chiefship the Council, and after their aMition 
the Chief, had the management of the saleob In a few dqrs I will furtush yon 
with an account- of, the disposal of tbe;cowxies from tbe*dibte of .my; appointment* 
which 1 hope will provs^aatia^to^,. 

LhavCi^eto.,. 

B. Lxnmat. 










